Queensland
Family & Child

Commission Queensland
Govemment

Telephone:

Reference:

Department of Youth Justice and Victim Support
PO BOX 15483
CITY EAST QLD 4002

via email: [

Dear Youth Justice Commission Division

Thank you for the opportunity for the Queensland Family and Child Commission (QFCC) to
contribute to the Youth Justice initiatives, Regionaf Reset Program, Staying on Track, and Gold
Standard Farly Intervention.

The industry briefing materials provided valuable context to these planned initiatives including
the critical need for prevention, early intervention, and rehabilitation. The purpose of this
letter is to outline my views on how the Department can design, commission, and deliver
effective programs as a part of its current reforms.

Role of QFCC and recent relevant work

The QFCC has a keen interest in the planned initiatives of the Department of Youth Justice and
Victim Support as part of our responsibility to provide advice to government and monitor the
performance of the youth justice system. The QFCC also hosts the Child Death Review Board
{the Board), an independent body responsible for reviewing the deaths of children known to
the child protection system.

The Child Death Review Board Annual Repart 2022-2023! highlighted several key issues
regarding youth offending, including the importance of a family-focused approach, and the
need far community input to youth justice initiatives. The Queensland youth justice system
aims to reduce offending, improve community safety, and provide opportunities for young
people to change their lives. The system often falls short of these goals, however, with high
rates of reoffending and a disproportionate representation of First Nations children within the
youth justice system.

It is known that a significant number of young offenders have experienced complex trauma,
abuse, and neglect, along with family dysfunction, poor educational engagement, mental
health issues and substance use. The system'’s focus on “transactional justice," which primarily
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