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FOREWORD

Child sexual abuse is a profound and pervasive issue that affects all areas of society. Allegations
of abuse, and how disclosures are received and managed, is everyone’s responsibility. From initial
disclosure to investigation, forensic interview, and prosecution, a victim-survivor centered
approach is essential. Equally, the perpetrator’s journey through the criminal justice system,
including sentencing, incarceration, rehabilitation, and reintegration, can significantly influence
desistance from harmful behaviours. Every stage of this process has the potential to leave lasting
impacts on all who are involved, their families and the broader community. Hence, we must ensure
best practice - informed by research, theory, and clinical wisdom - is at the heart of child sexual
abuse prevention and response.

The Sexual Violence Research and Prevention Unit (SVRPU) at the University of the Sunshine Coast
is at the forefront of advancing sexual violence prevention and response, including child sexual
abuse. With a commitment to innovation and continuous improvement, the SVRPU challenges
traditional approaches and drives new directions in research and practice. Its work strengthens
how individuals, systems, and communities understand, prevent, and respond to sexual violence.

Collaboration, respect, and inclusion underpin all aspects of the SVRPU's work. The SVRPU
partners closely with communities, victim-survivors, industry professionals, and government
agencies to ensure that research is both ethically grounded and socially responsive. Special
attention is given to safe and inclusive methodologjes, particularly when working alongside First
Nations Peoples and other groups affected by systemic disadvantage. Through ongoing knowledge
translation efforts, the SVRPU ensures that its research reaches those who need it most, not only
academics and policymakers but also frontline practitioners and the wider community. In doing so,
the SVRPU plays a vital role in bridging the gap between research and practice, and in creating
safer, more informed communities.

At the heart of the SVRPU’s work is a deep commitment to real-world impact. Grounded in a
"knowing before doing" philosophy, the SVRPU's interdisciplinary research generates both
conceptual insights and empirical evidence to better understand the complex dynamics of sexual
violence and identify effective interventions. This report is no exception. As Co-Leaders of the
SVRPU, we are proud to introduce this Final Report on Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual
Abuse as part of a larger project led by the Child Death Review Board on International Best Practice
for Protecting Children from Child Sexual Abuse. We anticipate the findings and recommendations
will help drive much needed positive change towards building a safer world that is free from child
sexual abuse.
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PROJECT TEAM

The project team, comprising Associate
Professor Dominique Moritz, Laura Dodds, Dr
Dale Mitchell, and Dr Stephanie Price, are
situated within the Sexual Violence Research
and Prevention Unit.

The Sexual Violence Research and Prevention
Unit (SVRPU) is based at the University of the
Sunshine Coast (UniSC), and leads research,
consultation, co-design and evaluation
activities that advance the development, and
refinement of, sexual violence prevention
strategies across diverse settings. The SVRPU
brings together a community of national and
international researchers and students to
understand, prevent, and respond to sexual
violence and abuse. Collectively, the
pioneering, interdisciplinary approach to
research contributes to conceptual and
empirical developments that help propel the
field forward to reduce the extent and impacts
of sexual violence in our community. By
disseminating research to industry
professionals and to the broader community,
the SVRPU bridges the gap between research
and practice.

The SVRPU leadership team (Associate
Professor Nadine McKillop, Dr Susan Rayment-
McHugh and Dr Lara Christensen) are
recognhised internationally as experts in sexual
violence and abuse prevention. Their collective
contributions to evidence-informed prevention
and intervention are demonstrated by over
$3.5 million in externally funded research
projects. Their academic contributions include
over 100 peer-reviewed publications (journal
articles, books, book chapters, and
Government  reports), which document
research, best-practice, and consultancies.
Together, their work has led to changes in
government agenda setting, policy, and
practice frameworks.

Associate Professor Dominique Moritz (Project
Lead and Chief Investigator) is a law academic
at UniSC and Core Member of the SVRPU.
Dominique holds a PhD in law. She is an expert
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in children’s law issues. Her extensive
expertise spans criminal law and regulatory
concepts with a particular interest in sexual
violence criminalisation. She has published 19
peer reviewed articles in high quality journals
including several articles on child sexual
exploitation and has a track record of leading
successful and impactful projects receiving
almost $1 million in external grant funding.
Dominique is a qualified lawyer, being
admitted to the Supreme Court of Queensland
in 2013. She was also a police officer
employed by the Queensland Police Service
prior to entering academia.

Laura Dodds (Chief Investigator) is an
Associate Lecturer at UniSC, in the School of
Law and Society and a Core Member of the
SVRPU. Laura also maintains registration as a
Social Worker and is a highly sought Single
Expert Witness, having written more than 1000
reports for the Family and Federal Circuit Court
of Australia. She has worked in child protection
and risk assessment roles for over 21 years.
Her expertise includes identifying, assessing,
and interviewing children who are alleged to
have experienced sexual abuse, amongst other
child abuse issues. Laura is ICARE trained and
her former experience as a child protection
worker has resulted in a long history of
interviewing victim-children alongside police,
responding to allegations of child sexual
exploitation, providing support to victims and
understanding perpetrator accountability from
child safety and family court settings. Laura’s
doctoral thesis explores children’s rights within
decision-making in the existing adversarial
family court system in Australia.

Dr Dale Mitchell (Chief Investigator) is a
Lecturer in Law at UniSC, a Core Member of the
SVRPU, and Co-Leader of the Society, Law and
Humanities (SOLAH) Lab. Dale’s scholarship
explores the intersection between law and
culture, drawing upon multidisciplinary
approaches to explore emergent
understandings of law and justice. In 2022,
Dale's doctoral dissertation in law was
awarded the Julien Mezey Dissertation Prize
from the US-based Association for the Study of
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Law, Culture and Humanities, who hailed his
work as ‘innovative and rigorous’ and
demonstrating a ‘theoretical clarity that pushes
legal analysis forward in creative and engaging
ways’. Dale has been invited to present his
work at national and international conferences
and has published in high-ranking journals and
presses. Dale was admitted as a lawyer to the
Supreme Court of Queensland in 2014 and
worked under the guidance of A/Prof
Dominique Moritz in exploring community
views on rape and sexual assault sentencing
on behalf of the Queensland Sentencing
Advisory Council.

Dr Stephanie Price (Chief Investigator) is a
Research Fellow of the SVRPU at UniSC. She is
a criminologist, with research and consultancy
experience in the evaluation and design of
youth sexual violence and abuse (YSVA)
prevention initiatives and responses. She has
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successfully managed several projects
involving collaborations with academic and
industry partners, including the Queensland
Department of Youth Justice and Queensland
Department of Justice & Attorney-General, to
the value of more than $450,000. Stephanie
has co-authored several government and
industry reports with the SVRPU, and has 10
publications, including a review of digital
interventions as prevention measures to
combat online child sexual abuse prevention
and an exploration of  professional
development tools to upskill frontline workers
in identifying and responding to harmful sexual
behaviours. Stephanie has recently completed
a literature review of the onset of and response
to youth perpetrated sexual harm for the
University of Tasmania and is currently
finalising a scoping review of restorative justice
as a means to address sexual harm.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The University of the Sunshine Coast’s Sexual
Violence Research and Prevention Unit
(SVRPU) was awarded funding to advise the
Child Death Review Board on international best
practice for protecting children from child
sexual abuse wusing the Ilatest practice,
research and policy, globally. More specifically,
the project sought to synthesise best practice
research about responding to allegations of
child sexual abuse and aimed to address four
research questions:

1. What best practices exist for
responding to allegations of child
sexual  abuse, including initial
reporting, investigation, and the
provision of victim support services?

2. How can police interviews, evidence
handling, investigations and post-
incident support be designed to
prevent re-traumatisation and ensure
appropriate care and support?

3. What methods are most effective in
holding  perpetrators accountable
through prosecution, rehabilitation,
and/or reintegration programs, and
how can risks posed by known
offenders be managed?

4., How do Australia’s practices for
protecting children from sexual abuse
compare with leading international
models, and what lessons can be
adapted to improve outcomes in the
Australian context?

A critical review with thematic analysis
including international comparison was used to
identify, analyse and synthesise issues
associated with protecting children from sexual
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abuse. The critical review also integrated
structures of a rapid review given the tight,
three-month timeframe for completion. A wide
range of sources were considered for inclusion
in the review, including published articles,
books and grey literature and Covidence was
used for source collation and screening. There
were 2,327 sources identified from the
databases which underwent title and abstract
screening and then 809 sources went through
full-text screening, resulting in 441 sources
included in the review.

Following data identification and collation, data
analysis and synthesis was undertaken
thematically. Researchers used Covidence for
data extraction and then further refined
emerging themes to develop the key findings.
Additional research was conducted, during the
project write-up, where gaps in research results
were identified.

From the critical review, two key perspectives
emerged in relation to responding to
allegations: the victim-survivor and the
perpetrator. Victim-survivor disclosure support
related to how victim-survivors made
disclosures, how those disclosures were
responded to and what support should be
provided during that disclosure phase. The
perpetrator perspective considered
accountability practices and initiatives
enabling successful prosecution as well as
rehabilitation and reintegration opportunities
to address the risk which known perpetrators
continue to pose to the community. Eight key
findings related to victim-survivor and
perpetrator perspectives are relevant.

Finding 1

Disclosure should be understood as a process because both situational and individual factors can affect

victim-survivor disclosures.

Effective responses to child sexual abuse
disclosures must be grounded in trauma-
informed, victim-survivor centred practices.
Services that are empathetic, confidential, and
empowering can reduce the risk of re-
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traumatisation and encourage safer
engagement with investigative processes. The
quality and responsiveness of initial support
services have a lasting impact, influencing both
individual recovery and broader systemic
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effectiveness in identifying and responding to
abuse.

Disclosure is not a single event, but a dynamic,
ongoing process influenced by individual,
relational, and socio-political factors. Research
highlights that children often disclose
gradually, requiring multiple interactions that
are developmentally appropriate. Current
forensic interview practices, however, are
frequently  adult-centric, assuming  full
disclosure in a single session, an approach that
does not reflect children’s actual experiences.
Best practice, instead, supports interview
models that are flexible, intentional, and
tailored to the child’'s developmental stage,
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especially for younger children or those with
limited recall or communication skills.

Improvements in  practice depend on
understanding the disclosure process and the
unique needs of each child. Key elements of
best practice include enhanced forensic
interviewer training, strong multiagency
collaboration, and culturally responsive
approaches, particularly in working with First
Nations children. Recognising the broader
context in which disclosure occurs, including
the child’s relationships, community norms,
and access to services, is essential for
ensuring meaningful and safe pathways to
disclosure and recovery.

Finding 2

Investigative processes, including police interviews, should be trauma-informed and responsive to individual

victim-survivor needs.

Police engagement with child victim-survivors
of sexual abuse occurs at varying stages of the
disclosure process, and the nature and quality
of that engagement can significantly influence
both individual victim-survivor recovery and
investigative outcomes. Most children have
already disclosed their experiences to a trusted
adult before approaching police, making
validation by police (through being believed,
respected, and treated with empathy) critical
for their continued engagement. Transparent
communication and regular updates
throughout legal proceedings are also
essential, helping restore a sense of control for
victim-survivors and enhancing trust in the
justice system.

Trauma-informed and developmentally
appropriate police practices are essential to
minimise harm and maximise the reliability of
disclosures. For younger children, supportive
interview techniques, such as open-ended,
non-leading questions, rapport-building, and
emotionally attuned interviewer behaviour, are
associated with more accurate and complete
narratives emerging during the interview.
Interviews should be tailored to children’s
developmental capacities, with particular care
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taken to avoid overwhelming their cognitive
and emotional resources.

A key challenge in the justice process occurs
when police officers lack specialist knowledge
of child development, trauma, and memory,
factors which strongly influence a child's ability
to disclose and be perceived as credible.
Research shows that law enforcement can
hold outdated or inaccurate beliefs about
memory and trauma. Without appropriate
training, there is a risk that police officers may
misjudge a child’s narrative, inadvertently
undermining the child’s credibility or causing
re-traumatisation. This is also problematic for
the prosecution process, explored in Finding 5.

Given the complexity of interviewing child
victim-survivors, the involvement of specialised
forensic interviewers, trained in child
development, trauma-informed approaches,
and evidence-based techniques, are strongly
recommended. While police retain the child
interviewing function, comprehensive and
ongoing training is critical for all police to
uphold best practice standards and ensure
victim-survivors are supported safely and
effectively throughout their justice journey.
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Finding 3

Effective collaboration between key agencies helps overcome fragmented service delivery, leading to a more

coordinated and effective response to allegations.

Multisectoral collaboration is internationally
recognhised as a critical strategy for preventing
and responding effectively to child sexual
abuse. Research supports the need for
stronger inter-agency coordination, as families
benefit most when services, such as police,
child protection and health (including mental
health), work together in a cohesive and
integrated manner. In Queensland, current
practice for investigating child sexual abuse
involves separate interviews by police and on
occasion child protection, driven by different
investigative  priorities. This fragmented
approach does not align with the best interests
of children and may lead to unnecessary
trauma.

When circumstances require collaboration to
investigate a matter of child sexual abuse,
clear protocols are needed to determine which
agency should lead forensic interviews, with
the decision guided by the interviewer’s
training, expertise, and the child’s needs.
Enhancing the quality and coordination of
these interviews is a key area for systemic
improvement in Queensland.

Child Advocacy Centres (CACs) offer a
promising model for reform. Internationally
regarded as best practice, CACs deliver a
coordinated, child-centred response through
multidisciplinary teams that include legal,
medical, mental health, and social work
professionals. These centres centralise the
response to child sexual abuse allegations,
offering forensic interviews by trained
specialists in safe, child-friendly environments.
Interviews are recorded and observed by the
multidisciplinary team, ensuring integrity and
reducing the need for children to retell their
experiences multiple times. CACs also provide
medical exams and mental health support,
facilitating holistic care and informed
investigative practices.

Although not widely established in Australia,
CACs align with recommendations from the
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse, which called for
integrated support and advocacy services for
all child victim-survivors. Expanding this model
across Queensland could significantly enhance
outcomes for children and families affected by
sexual abuse, regardless of the abuse context.

Finding 4

Support services for survivors require a systemic and holistic approach addressing structural barriers and

incorporating peer and family support.

Effective trauma recovery for child sexual
abuse victim-survivors must be understood
through the lens of relationships and
psychological safety. Holistic and trauma-
informed support systems are essential, yet
many victim-survivors face significant barriers
to accessing care. Systemic reforms are
needed to reduce these access barriers and
provide more integrated and responsive
services.

The involvement of non-offending parents and
caregivers is crucial to a child's recovery.
Caregivers can enhance mental health
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outcomes, provide emotional safety, and help
children navigate the aftermath of abuse.
Supporting caregivers themselves is equally
important, as it strengthens family
relationships and contributes to more positive
investigative experiences. Child Advocacy
Centres (CACs) have been shown to increase
caregiver satisfaction and support by offering a
structured, multidisciplinary environment.

Relational safety, including trusted, supportive
connections with professionals, is vital for
healing. Peer support and mentoring models
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also show promise as supplementary forms of
relational support for victim-survivors.

There is a pressing need for specialised
community-based services, especially for
preschool-aged children who have experienced
sexual abuse. Despite recommendations from
the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Queensland
still lacks adequate investment in tailored early
intervention services. More research is
urgently needed to establish best practice in
therapeutic models for young children who
have experienced sexual abuse.
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Cultural sensitivity is another critical
consideration. Standard Western therapeutic
models often fail to align with the worldviews of
diverse communities, particularly First Nations
Peoples. For these communities, mental health
is interwoven with spiritual, cultural, and
community wellbeing. Co-designing support
services with First Nations People to align with
Indigenous concepts of social and emotional
wellbeing is essential to ensure they are
accessible, effective, and respectful.

Finding 5

Prosecution processes should not place the burden of perpetrator accountability on victim-survivors.

The effectiveness of child sexual abuse
prosecutions in Queensland is significantly
impacted by how the evidence of child victim-
survivors is treated in the adversarial justice
system. Research shows that the reliability of
children’s testimony is often undermined by
developmentally inappropriate legal practices,
including  complex language, coercive
questioning, and trauma-insensitive cross-
examination techniques. Despite legislative
safeguards, these adversarial methods can
cause psychological harm, discourage future
disclosures, and compromise the quality of
evidence.

Cross-examination remains particularly
problematic, with many legal professionals
lacking adequate training in child development
and trauma-informed practice. This results in
further victimisation during proceedings and
reduces the effectiveness of justice outcomes.
Recent findings, including those from the Royal
Commission, reinforce the need for reforms
that better reflect the developmental and
psychological needs of children within the legal
process.

Internationally, the Barnahus model presents a
compelling alternative. This model provides

A hiNe

child-centred justice, integrating legal, medical,
social, and psychological services in a single
child-friendly setting. It operationalises the
“one  door principle,” ensuring that
professionals come to the child rather than the
child navigating multiple systems. Similar to
the CAC model, joint investigative interviews
are conducted by trained specialists and
observed by multidisciplinary teams in real
time, reducing the need for repeated
questioning and preserving evidence integrity.
This approach minimises retraumatisation and
enhances both the quality of the child’s
testimony and their experience of justice.

The Barnahus model offers a transformative
blueprint for Queensland. By replacing
fragmented, adversarial processes with a
coordinated, trauma-informed response,
Barnahus protects the wellbeing of child victim-
survivors while upholding the legal rights of all

parties. Critically, it does not weaken
perpetrator accountability or due process but
rather strengthens it through improved
evidence collection and interagency

collaboration. Adopting the Barnahus model in
Queensland would represent a significant,
evidence-backed step forward in achieving
justice that is both effective and child-focused.
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Finding 6

Rehabilitation works most effectively when it is responsive to individual perpetrator needs.

Rehabilitation should be targeted towards
perpetrator needs. It involves treatment or
behaviour correction to reduce crimes
reoccurring and can be a part of sentencing
decisions. Rehabilitation should occur at three
levels: whole of community level to condemn
sexual violence, perpetrator prevention and
treatment, and supervision of convicted
perpetrators. It should also be unique to the
needs of perpetrators which should include
targeted interventions for women, children and
young people, and First Nations People.

Sexual offender treatment programs (SOTPS)
are a key model of rehabilitation for a
perpetrator. A SOTP encourages a perpetrator
to take responsibility for the harm they have
caused and be accountable to the community,
using evidence-based strategies. Perpetrator
treatment methods are diverse, and
comprehensive research exists evaluating
SOTPs. Treatment programs tailored to an
individual perpetrator, in conjunction with

community reintegration, provide the best

desistance outcomes.

Restorative justice is also a rehabilitation
option for victim-survivors to take control of
their justice needs in response to criminal
behaviour affecting them. It brings together
perpetrators, victim-survivors, and community
members in a non-adversarial process to
address the aftermath of a crime and its future
implications. The restorative justice process
offers victim-survivors an opportunity to
express the impact of the crime, get answers,
and gain closure while perpetrators can accept
responsibility for their actions and make
amends for harm caused. As such, it addresses
crime from a broader environmental level,
considering the impacts of crime on the
community. While restorative justice practices
have been used in the circumstances of child
sexual abuse, further research is
recommended here given the limited research
that exists about the effectiveness and
appropriateness of this justice response.

Finding 7

Targeted community reintegration of perpetrators can reduce recidivism despite conflicting with community

expectations.

Community reintegration refers to the support
offered to perpetrators, who have previously
been incarcerated, to re-enter the community
after their release. Reintegration, broadly, can
reduce recidivism, increase community safety
(where recidivism is achieved), support
perpetrator wellbeing (which is important for
desistance) and increase efficacy for
government. Reintegration, in conjunction with
sexual offender treatment programs, produces
the best desistance outcomes for perpetrators.

Reintegration is uncomfortable for the
community. Community —members can
experience fear from the possibility of
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perpetrators reoffending, often fuelled by
media portrayals, and the potential for
perpetrators to live proximally to

neighbourhood children. This leads to the
community seeking a preference for more
punitive criminal justice responses.
Technology-assisted management can address
risks posed by known perpetrators upon
community reintegration.

The Australian community is generally
supportive of registration and notification of
sex offenders as a response to community
reintegration. However, it is not recommended
because it relies upon perceptions of safety
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without necessarily reducing community fear
levels. It also causes considerable (and
unnecessary) costs and resourcing for law
enforcement; and it undermines rehabilitation
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efforts which can increase reoffending
behaviours resulting from perpetrator shaming
and humiliation.

Finding 8

Innovative programs targeted towards building community are proven reintegration techniques to promote

desistance.

There are four key initiatives that have been
trialled in Australia and/or internationally,
which have positive perpetrator accountability
outcomes. These innovative programs manage
the risk of perpetrators in the community
through supporting them to become productive
citizens.

Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA)
are a restorative process that allows
community reintegration with an element of
surveillance for community protection. CoSAs
utilise relationships and connectedness to
challenge perpetrator views and behaviours,
support their reintegration into the community
and prevent reoffending. While used with some
success internationally, Queensland is yet to
adopt it as a perpetrator reintegration strategy.
Broader implementation of CoSAs will require
community education to ensure they meet their
intended outcomes.

Support and Awareness Groups (SAAGs) rely
upon perpetrator relationship building. They
utilise the perpetrator's existing connections
such as family, friends, colleagues and/or
community members or new connections may
need to be formed where perpetrators do not
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have existing relationships. SAAGs will assist
the perpetrator with desistance and developing
prosocial behaviours. The effectiveness of
SAAGs have not been tested and this is an area
for further research.

Cultural Mentoring Programs (CMPs) are a
support and accountability opportunity for First
Nations People convicted of sexual offences to
reintegrate into the community. They are First
Nations led and focus on reconnection to
culture through traditional cultural activities.
Further CMP pilots in Queensland are
recommended with further evaluation research
needed to bolster the knowledge base in this
area.

Finally, chaperone programs are a community
reintegration initiative designed to support the
perpetrator while protecting the community.
Suitable family members can be trained as a
chaperone who can accompany the
perpetrator while they are in the community
and identify potential risk as it arises. Further
research is needed to determine the viability of
chaperones, as a reintegration and risk
management technique.
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1.0 BACKGROUND

On 4 December 2024, the Attorney General This Report addresses the second parameter
requested the Child Death Review Board about responding to allegations of child sexual
conduct a Review of System Responses to abuse. The following four research questions
Child Sexual Abuse empowered by section 29I are relevant for this purpose:

of the Queensland Family and Child
Commission Act 2014. The Terms of Reference
requested the identification of best practice
across Australia and internationally for
protecting children from sexual abuse,
identifying perpetrators and children at risk
and responding to allegations.

What best practices exist for
responding to allegations of child
sexual abuse, including initial
reporting, investigation, and the
provision of victim support services?

How can police interviews, evidence handling,
investigations and post-incident support be
A Request for Quote process by the  designed to prevent re-traumatisation and
Queensland Family & Child Commission ensure appropriate care and support?
(QFCCQC), led to the University of the Sunshine
Coast’'s Sexual Violence Research and
Prevention Unit (SVRPU) being awarded
funding to prepare this Report. The QFCC
requested that research be undertaken to
develop an international best practice
response for protecting children from child
sexual abuse to benchmark the latest practice,
research and policy, globally. More specifically,
the University of the Sunshine Coast was asked
to address (1) the prevention of child sexual
abuse; and (2) responding to allegations of
child sexual abuse.

What methods are most effective in
holding perpetrators accountable
through prosecution, rehabilitation,
and/or reintegration programs, and
how can risks posed by knhown
offenders be managed?

How do Australia’s practices for
protecting children from sexual
abuse compare with leading
international models, and what
lessons can be adapted to improve
outcomes in the Australian context?
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2.0 INTRODUCTION

Child sexual abuse is a form of violence against
children. It encompasses children being
involved in, or exposed to, unlawful sexual acts
which they do not understand, cannot consent
to, and are not accepted within the community
(Commonwealth of Australia, 2021; Matthews
& Collin-Vezina, 2019). It can involve contact
and non-contact sexual acts. The differing legal
approaches, societal norms and research
standards and practices internationally means
child sexual abuse definitions and
understandings can differ - though there are
some universal themes (Mathews, 2017).
Child sexual abuse can occur in all settings,
from homes to within organisations, and
online. Offences can be committed by family
members, carers, or strangers (Mathews et al.,
2025). Children can be at greater risk of child
sexual abuse when they are in institutional
settings, such as outof-home care
environments  (Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse,
2017).

Child sexual abuse is a serious and pervasive
issue. The Australian Child Maltreatment Study
found that 28.5% of Australians had
experienced child sexual abuse with females
twice as likely to report the abuse than their
male counterparts (Mathews et al., 2023).
Many child sexual abuse cases remain
unreported, highlighting the need for better
prevention and support systems (Mathews et
al., 2025). Several recent events have also
increased community awareness and concern
about child sexual abuse, including the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse (2017), the Australian Child
Maltreatment Study, the #MeToo social media
movement and the Ashley Paul Griffith case, to
name a few. As such, community
understanding of the prevalence of child sexual
abuse is becoming more prominent.

As one example, the recent Ashley Paul Griffith
case demonstrated the vulnerability of children
in care. The defendant, Griffith, pleaded guilty
to 307 child sexual abuse offences against at
least 69 children, including rape, repeated
sexual conduct and indecent treatment, which
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occurred over a 19-year period (i.e., 2003-
2022; R v Griffith [2024]). Griffith had been a
childcare worker during that period, which
provided opportunities to commit these
offences through his access to children under
his care.

The Australian Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Sexual Abuse in
2017 responded to the pervasiveness of child
sexual abuse within institutional settings in
Australia. This Royal Commission led to over
409 recommendations, including 24
specifically relating to making institutions safer
for children and young people (Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse, 2017). Responding to
child sexual abuse is a complex task, and
systemic and environmental factors relating to
the legislative and policy framework remain an
ongoing focus of reform in Queensland’s
ongoing efforts to improve responses to victim-
survivors in this setting.

The World Health Organisation (1999) affirms
that child sexual abuse is a worldwide issue
that affects individuals regardless of their
gender, age, or race. An Australian study by
Pacella and colleagues (2023) identified that
family dysfunction is a key risk factor for child
sexual abuse, often influenced by low socio-
economic status, challenges related to health,
housing, and employment, as well as
problematic substance use. The impacts of
colonisation and entrenched socio-economic
disadvantage for First Nations Peoples have
led to these factors being prevalent in many
First Nations communities across Australia and
speak to the higher rates of child sexual abuse
occurring in them (Bailey et al., 2019).

Child sexual abuse can cause both short-term
consequences and lifelong impacts on victim-
survivors. Psychological, physical, social,
educational, and economic aspects of a
person’s life can be affected (Blakemore et al.,
2017). More specifically, victim-survivors can
experience post-traumatic stress, low self-
esteem, and suicidal ideation (Dassylva et al.,
2025). There are links between child sexual
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abuse and substance abuse (Fletcher, 2021).
Childhood violence can also hinder educational
success (Fry et al., 2016). Young people who
experience child sexual abuse before the age
of 15 are also at a higher risk of experiencing
sexual abuse as an adult (Australian Bureau of
Statistics, 2021). As such, supportive and
productive community and justice responses to
allegations of child sexual abuse are vital.

Allegations of child sexual abuse, and
responses to those disclosures, reach every
facet of the community. Children may disclose
to a trusted relative, carer (including within an
institution) or friend. That disclosure may occur
immediately after the abuse or may be delayed
days, months or years. The disclosure recipient
may notify the police, or the child themselves
may make a formal complaint including with
the support of someone they trust. Police may
investigate and refer to prosecution or they
may determine not to take further action. An
Australian study by Christensen (2016) found
that 60% of cases had already failed to
progress by the time a case was reviewed by
the Department of Prosecution. Reasons for
this were identified as relating to the child not
disclosing to police when they were initially
spoken to; the child or their parent withdrawing
the complaint or refusing to participate in a
formal interview; evidence being insufficient;
the perpetrator not being identified; no offence
being identified, or the child not being
perceived as credible. Credibility of child victim-
survivors is a significant barrier in the criminal
justice process. This can occur from a lack of
understanding of how memory and recall
operate for children and young people,
particularly those who are experiencing
trauma, and the nature of staged disclosures
and developmental considerations existing for
key players in the criminal justice system
setting. Perpetrator prosecution and conviction
also pose additional challenges.
Determinations about whether a matter
progresses to prosecution are made by police
and public prosecutors. Subjective factors,
including types of evidence required and
individual decisions made throughout the
investigation  process, influence these
decisions. The prosecution process is further
influenced by the varying levels of
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understanding, knowledge, and/or experience
of the judges and juries regarding child sexual
abuse and the overall complexities of this
process when responding to child sexual
abuse. Conviction rates for sexual offences
against children are very low (Australian
Institute of Health and Welfare, 2020;
McPherson et al., 2025). If a perpetrator is
convicted, they will then undergo a community
or custodial corrections process involving
rehabilitation and, ultimately, community
reintegration. All of these stages of the criminal
justice system can have a profound and lasting
impact upon the victim-survivor, their family
unit, and the broader community as a whole.
This Report will investigate the intricacies of
responding to allegations of child sexual abuse
as well as best practices for holding
perpetrators accountable.

This Report relates to responding to child
sexual abuse allegations and will explore
response protocols, support to victims and
perpetrator accountability from an Australian
perspective, while considering relevant
international comparisons. While this Report
has been guided by four specific research
questions, the potential content is broad and
diverse. As such, there are several scoping
considerations.

Firstly, in relation to response protocols, this
project:

Detailed best practices for responding to
allegations, including initial  reporting,
investigation, and support for victims and their
families; and

Examined how the criminal justice and child
protection systems collaborate and could
improve collaboration in responding to
allegations.

While our exploration of response protocols will
consider collaborations in responding to
disclosures of child sexual abuse, we do not
consider partnership models in safeguarding
children. The project also did not consider
reporting mechanisms, such as mandatory
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reporting; we only considered responses to
disclosures that are made.

Secondly, we consider support to victim-
survivors within the context of responding to
allegations. More specifically, the project:

e Explored trauma-informed approaches
for interviewing victims, handling
evidence and conducting investigations;
and

e Assessed the services provided to
victims during and after the investigation
process, including access to counselling,
legal support, and safe housing.

Finally, the project also considered perpetrator
accountability in relation to known offenders.
The project:

e Investigated methods for keeping
children safe by holding perpetrators
accountable, including by exploring the
effectiveness of prosecution,
rehabilitation, and community
reintegration programs; and

e Evaluated approaches for managing
risks posed by known offenders.

We note that risk assessment tools,
frameworks, and practices to identify
perpetrators were beyond the scope of this
project. Profiles of perpetrators and victim-
survivors were also not explored. Considering
children and young people who demonstrate
harmful sexual behaviour in perpetrating child
sexual abuse was also outside the scope, albeit
relevant references regarding these young
people are made at times, where relevant.

Finally, we note that victim-survivors of child
sexual abuse can choose to make a formal
complaint to police for prosecution, as a
criminal law response, or choose to pursue a
civil law action. This Report does not consider
options for pursuing a civil law matter. Only the
criminal law processes are considered here.

Child sexual abuse research interacts with
sensitive and challenging material.
Terminology is an important consideration as
the use of language can have reductionist
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implications. The following terminology is
particularly pertinent and has been carefully
considered in the preparation of this Report:

Child

Children and young people are terminologies
often used to describe children of all ages from
infant to teenager. We acknowledge literature
also refers to youth, young person, adolescent
and juvenile. In this Report, the term child will
be used to indicate a person under the age of
majority according to statutory measures: that
is, a person under the age of 18 (Law Reform
Act 1995 (Qld) s 17). Where we refer to a child
who has perpetrated a child sexual abuse
offence, we use the language children and
young people who demonstrate harmful sexual
behaviour.

Child sexual abuse

The terms child sexual abuse and child sexual
exploitation are sometimes used
interchangeably within literature, policy and
law. Child sexual exploitation often refers to
conduct containing an element of exchange
with the child, while child sexual abuse does
not require that exchange. Exchange might
involve a gain, benefit or promise of something
with a child, the perpetrator or another party,
including of a commercial nature (Greijer &
Doek, 2016). Child sexual abuse is the broader
terminology, which encompasses child sexual
exploitation, referring to any sexual harm
against a child. This will be the preferred
language used in this Report.

Victim-survivor

Where possible, this Report adopts person-first
language and uses the terminology people who
have experienced child sexual abuse.
However, where this was not practical (e.g.,
table and figures), the terminology of victim-
survivor is used. This is in recognition of the
gravity of the experience, the various stages of
healing and recovery, and ongoing effects and
harms felt by people who have experienced
sexual harms (Force, n.d.; Victorian
Government, 2022).

First Nations

In Australia, the term First Nations Peoples
refers to the many nations of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples. We adopt that
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language in this Report. Where we refer to
international research, we may use the term
Indigenous to describe the First Peoples in
other jurisdictions.

Perpetrator

There are many labels for people who have
offended including offender and perpetrator.
While person-first language is always
preferred, such as referring to people who have
committed or are at-risk of committing child
sexual abuse offences to distinguish the
person from the act, it is not always feasible to
use such language in this Report, especially
given the focus on perpetrator research. As
such, we use the term perpetrator sensitively
and while acknowledging the challenges of this
terminology. We also discuss trial processes
where a perpetrator would otherwise be a
defendant. For the purposes of consistency, we
retain the perpetrator language.

In addition, given that we are considering all
stages of responding to allegations, from initial
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disclosure until a perpetrator is released back
into the community, it is difficult to maintain
reference to whether or not conduct is alleged.
As such, we may not reference conduct as
alleged even where it has not been before a
court.

We make an important distinction in this Report that
the reference to “perpetrator” throughout refers to
adults, and not young people, who may also perpetrate
sexual abuse against children. We recognise that
young people who perpetrate child sexual abuse, and
how to respond to this behaviour, requires its own
extensive research. The discussions about best
practice approaches across the continuum of
investigation, prosecution, and accountability for
perpetrators requires a different approach for young
people who sexually offend against children than the
best practice approaches for adult perpetrators. This
important area of response and research sits outside
of the scope of this Report. We may refer to young
people who sexually offend against children, at various
points in this Report, to emphasise notable research in
this area, although it is brief.
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3.0 METHODOLOGY

The project team conducted a comprehensive,
critical review with thematic analysis including
international comparison to identify, analyse
and synthesise issues associated with
protecting children from sexual abuse. A critical
review, also called an integrative review,
“assess|es], critique[s], and synthesise[s] the
literature on a research topic in a way that
enables new theoretical frameworks and
perspectives to emerge” (Snyder 2019, p.
335). Critical reviews allow a more creative
collation of sources because “a degree of
analysis and conceptual innovation” s
warranted (Grant & Booth 2009, p. 93). They
can also cross inter-disciplinary boundaries
which is essential in child sexual abuse
prevention (Efron & Ravid, 2018). As such, a
critical review was a particularly valuable
methodology for this project given its cross-
disciplinary nature and international scope.

The critical review also integrated structures of
a rapid review. The timeframe for this project
was incredibly tight, requiring the entire project
to be commenced and concluded within a
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three-month period. The structures, outlined
below, maintained scientific rigour while
ensuring literature searching, screening and
synthesis could be undertaken within the short
timeframe of this research project.

Literature drew upon sources from law,
criminology, psychology and social work. A wide
range of sources were considered for inclusion
in the review, including published articles,
books and grey literature. Researchers
targeted the following databases: PubMed,
PsychNET (APA), SCOPUS, Web of Science,
Criminal Justice Abstracts (EBSCO) and AustLII.
Grey literature, government reports and
working  papers, were sourced from
Government websites and Google search (first
10 pages).! Researchers also reviewed the
reference list of included records to identify
additional relevant records for consideration.
Search fields within the databases were
targeted at Title, Abstract and Keywords.

Keyword searches for the Report was as
follows:

Target group Type of harm Response \ Accountability \
Key words K1 “child*” K8 “sexual K12 “report*” K22 “prosecut*”

K2 “youth” exploitation” K13 “investigat*” K23 “rehabilitat*”
K3 “young” K9 “sexual abuse” K14 “victim K24 “reintegrate*”
K4 “perpetrat*” K10 “sexual support” K25 “reoffend*”
K5 “offend*” violence” K15 “police K26 “recidivis*”
K6 “adolescen*” K11 “molest*” interview”
K7 “juvenile*” K16 “forensic

interview”

K17 “evidence

handling”

K18 “support”

K19 “rehabilitat*”

K20 “therapeutic”

K 21“trauma”

1 The first 10 pages was selected because of the time critical nature of the project while also offering the

most relevant sources according to Google’s ranking algorithms.
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There were two search strings used:
Search string A

TITLE-ABS-KEY ((child* OR youth OR
young OR perpet* OR offend* OR
adolescen* OR juvenile*) AND (molest
OR sexual AND (abuse OR exploitation
OR violence)) AND (report* OR
investigat* OR victim AND support OR
interview AND police OR forensic OR
evidence AND handling OR support OR
rehabilit* OR therapeutic OR trauma))

Search string B

TITLE-ABS-KEY ((child* OR youth OR
young OR perpet* OR offend* OR
adolescen* OR juvenile*) AND (molest
OR sexual AND (abuse OR exploitation
OR violence)) AND (prosecut* OR
rehabilitat* OR reintegrate* OR
reoffend* OR recidivis*))

The results from the literature searches were
screened. Covidence was used for data
screening and analysis because of the
systematic and robust approach it facilitates to
organising the literature.

Criteria Particulars

Population, or
participants and
conditions of
interest

Community members
Law enforcement

Judiciary
Public prosecution

Legal practitioners
Probation officers

Children and young people
Family of children and young people

Child protection agencies and workers

Counsellors, psychologists and social workers

Early education and care practitioners

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

There were two stages of screening:
(1) Title and abstract screening; and
(2) Full-text screening.

The first stage, title and abstract screening,
involved a surface level review of sources for
immediate potential relevance to the research
question/s. Using pre-defined inclusion/
exclusion criteria, one research team member
determined whether the source was relevant to
progress to the full-text screening.

The second stage, full-text screening, delved
deeper into each of the potentially relevant
sources to confirm or deny relevance,
identifying those sources that provided
evidence to address the research question/s.
One researcher viewed the literature in detail,
considering methodology, population,
interventions and outcomes. The pre-defined
inclusion/exclusion criteria assisted the
researcher determine whether the source was
relevant. Report leaders randomly reviewed a
selection of the early screened literature after
50 screenings to ensure the data screening
process was capturing appropriate literature.

Inclusion criteria for source selection is set out
below in Table 2.

Interventions or
exposures

Rehabilitation programs
Support services
Victims

Offenders

Outcomes of
interest

Effective pathways/frameworks for reporting (e.g., increased report rates)
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procedures)

etc)
Reduced recidivism rates

Restorative practices

Effective communication channels between agencies (e.g., legislated
Accessibility of support services

High rates of victim satisfaction/procedural justice

Evidence of being trauma-informed (e.g., victim led, support officer role

Higher rates of prosecution and conviction

Improved participation in community (e.g., employment)

Setting Community

Courts

Police

Safe houses

Prisons

Community corrections
Online environments

Schools and educational settings (including early childhood care)

Type of source

Conference papers
Books or book chapters

Peer-reviewed journal articles
Government or industry reports
Government or non-government organisation websites

North America
United Kingdom
Europe
Asia-Pacific

Date scope January 2015 - January 2025
Language English
Jurisdiction Australia (all states, territories and Commonwealth)

Sources were excluded from inclusion where
the fulltext could not be located; they were
written in a language other than English; they
lacked peer review rigour or were published as
a dissertation; or they focused on primary and
secondary prevention programs. We also did
not search for primary sources of law,
legislation or case law, although refer to
relevant law for context throughout the Report.

The data identification process involved the
initial searching. Our searches captured n =
2,327 sources. Of the sources from the initial
source identification, n = 945 sources were
removed due to duplication.
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The data screening was then undertaken by
three authors and three research assistants.
During title and abstract screening, n = 573
studies were excluded. As a result, there were
n = 809 sources considered for full text
screening. Of those, n = 368 were excluded
due scope, language, or actionability issues.
The final total of studies included in the critical
review was n = 441 and a list of these sources
is set out in Appendix A. A visual depiction of
the project’'s systematic approach to data
identification, screening and inclusion is set
out in a Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic reviews and  Meta-Analysis
(PRISMA) flowchart below (Moher et al., 2009).
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studies from databases/registers (n=2327)
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h 4

References removed [n = 245)
Duplicates identified manually {n = 13}
Duplicates identified by Coidencs [n = 932

Studies screenad (n = 1382) = studies excluded (n=573)
Studies sought for retrieval {n = B09) —*| studies not retrieved (n=0)
g Studias assessed for eigibility (n = 809) 3| Studies excluded (n = 368)
Duplicate {n = 5

k4

Studies included in review [n = 441)

Included

Following data identification and collation, data
analysis and synthesis was undertaken
thematically. Quality appraisal of the included
studies was not undertaken due to the time
critical nature of this research. A thematic
analysis is a method for identifying, analysing,
synthesising, and reporting patterns, or
themes, within the literature (Salehijam,
2018). Thematic analysis is particularly
valuable as it allows a researcher to “examine
underlying ideas, assumptions and
conceptualisations - and ideologies” that
shape surface issues (Braun & Clarke 2006, p.
84).
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Mak peser reviewed (n= B}

Could not locate text (n = 25)]

Fecused on prevention {n =69}

Language ather than English (n = 18]

Thearetical [Use for backgraund] {n = 30)

Lacking in detailed actionable recommendation (n= 48)

Beyand scope - cantent (eg., vialencs general) (n= 145}

Bayand scope - kacation [Africa, South America, Middle
asthin = 20}

=

A thematic analysis was chosen for two key
reasons. It can synthesise large amounts of
information and provide perspectives on
issues that might not have been otherwise
anticipated (Clarke & Braun, 2017). It can also
enable findings and best practice evidence to
emerge.

Thematic  analysis commenced using
Covidence.  Researchers met for a
brainstorming session to determine data
extraction categories. Data extraction was then
completed within Covidence and exported into
Microsoft Excel. The following was collected for
relevant studies:
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o Title of source;

e Related research question;
e Jurisdiction;

e Aim/purpose of study;

e Key findings; and

e Arising themes.

The themes from the data extraction were
further refined and clear findings emerged.

Additional research was conducted, during the
project write-up, where gaps in research results
were identified. Specifically, where the
collected data identified a relevant initiative or
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concept, further research may have been
undertaken to provide further context or
bolster the analysis. As such, there may be
sources relied upon, in this Report, which pre-
date the 2015 - 2025 data range prescribed
in the inclusion criteria and/or sit outside the
441 sources included in this review. While a
rapid, systematic PRISMA method was
selected for rigour, further research (as
needed) ensured the most comprehensive
interaction with the research and provided the
best opportunity to address the research
questions.
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4.0 KEY FINDINGS

From the critical review, two key perspectives accountability practices and initiatives
emerged in relation to responding to enabling successful prosecution as well as
allegations: the victim-survivor and the rehabilitation and reintegration opportunities
perpetrator. Victim-survivor disclosure support to address the risk which known perpetrators
related to how victim-survivors made continue to pose to the community. Eight key
disclosures, how those disclosures were findings related to victim-survivor or
responded to and what support should be perpetrator perspectives are relevant. Table 3
provided during that disclosure phase. The sets out the key findings which align with each
perpetrator perspective considered research question.

Victim-survivor disclosure support

Finding 1 Disclosure should be understood as a process because both situational
and individual factors can affect victim-survivor disclosures.

Finding 2 Investigative processes, including police interviews, should be trauma-
informed and responsive to individual victim-survivor needs.

Finding 3 Effective collaboration between key agencies helps overcome
fragmented service delivery, leading to a more coordinated and
effective response to allegations.

Finding 4 Support services for survivors require a systemic and holistic approach
addressing structural barriers and incorporating peer and family
support.

Perpetrator accountability

Finding 5 Prosecution processes should not place the burden of perpetrator

accountability on victim-survivors.

Finding 6 Rehabilitation works most effectively when it is responsive to individual
perpetrator needs.

Finding 7 Targeted community reintegration of perpetrators can reduce recidivism
despite conflicting with community expectations.

Finding 8 Innovative programs targeted towards building community are proven
reintegration techniques to promote desistance.

Each of these findings are explored further otherwise specified. We also acknowledge the
below. law considers disclosures as allegations until
guilt is determined within a court. Given we are
considering all stages of responding to
allegations, from initial disclosure until a
perpetrator is released back into the
community, it is difficult to maintain reference
to whether, or not, conduct is “alleged”. As
such, we may not reference conduct as
“alleged” even where it has not been before a
court.

The findings raised some challenges in how we
present the research, especially in relation to
terminology. In the findings, we refer to
perpetrators and victim-survivors within the
child sexual abuse context. As such, any
references to perpetrators, victim-survivors, or
other terminology should be assumed to fall
within a child sexual abuse context unless
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Research Questions

context?

What best practices exist for responding to allegations of child sexual abuse, including initial
reporting, investigation, and the provision of victim support services?

How can police interviews, evidence handling, investigations and post-incident support be
designed to prevent re-traumatisation and ensure appropriate care and support?

How do Australia’s practices for protecting children from sexual abuse compare with leading
international models, and what lessons can be adapted to improve outcomes in the Australian

Trauma-informed approaches that ensure
victim-survivor safety and uphold their
autonomy are key tenets in best practice
responses to child sexual abuse disclosures
(McElvaney et al., 2024). Recognising the
distinction between a survivor’'s decision to
disclose abuse and the decision to progress
their matter to prosecution is crucial. While
disclosure can open the door to personal and
social support, initiating legal proceedings is
tied to the fundamental right to seek justice.
However, current evidence indicates that many
survivors do not feel ready or empowered to
exercise this right (London et al.,, 2005;
Plastock et al.,, 2021). Processes that
intentionally seek to limit re-traumatisation for
child sexual abuse victim-survivors are crucial

if we are to deliver a child safeguarding system
that truly meets the safety and justice needs of
the children and families it seeks to serve.

Supporting victim-survivors when making
disclosures requires a holistic approach with
multi-system responses. Processes, including
how the investigation was undertaken, can
contribute to retraumatisation. As such,
provision of support services must attend to
the needs of the victim-survivor holistically, as
well as extending support to parents, carer and
families. Collaboration between systems and
organisations allows children’s best interests
to be centred in responding to allegations of
child sexual abuse. Each of these
considerations will be explored further below.

Finding 1: Disclosure should be understood as a process because both situational and
individual factors can affect victim-survivor disclosures.

Disclosures of child sexual abuse can come
from the child or others who might suspect
abuse is occurring. The most common way
child sexual abuse is identified comes from the
child’s own disclosures, which are often made
a considerable time after the abuse has
occurred (Lavoie et al., 2022; Royal
Commission, 2017). Their reports are often
unintentional or tentative as the child does not
necessarily understand their experiences as
being abusive due to their limited cognitive
understanding and/or knowledge about sexual
abuse (Anderson, 2016). Reporting of child
sexual abuse from adults connected to the
child, professionals or community members
can also identify instances of child sexual
abuse, such as mandatory reporting practices,
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although this type of reporting is beyond the
scope of this Report. Victim-survivor disclosure
requires supporting an understanding of
situational and individual factors that can
hinder or facilitate a child’s opportunity and/or
decision to disclose their abuse, as well as the
understanding that disclosure itself is a
process. Each of these are explored below.

Situational and individual factors
The decision to disclose experiences of child
sexual abuse is a profoundly complex and

emotionally charged process, frequently
characterised by ambivalence, fear, and
internalised stigma. Recent Australian

research underscores the alarming prevalence
of child sexual abuse, with findings indicating
that approximately one in five boys and more
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than one in three girls report having
experienced sexual abuse prior to the age of
eighteen (McPherson et al., 2024). These
figures are drawn from self-reported data,
which itself suggests a broader undercurrent of
abuse that remains largely invisible to statutory
and professional systems. Numerous studies
have demonstrated that official reports to child
protection and law enforcement agencies
capture only a fraction of the true incidence,
with many cases remaining unreported due to
a range of intrapersonal and systemic barriers
(McPherson et al., 2024; Plastock et al., 2021;
Sidebotham & Appleton, 2021). Among
children who ultimately disclose abuse, such
disclosures are frequently delayed, sometimes
by weeks, months, or even years (Goodman-
Brown et al., 2003). In fact, adult studies have
reported that many victim-survivors waited
until adulthood to disclose their childhood
sexual abuse (Smith et al., 2000; Swindle et
al., 2016).

The prevalence of child sexual abuse
disclosure delays highlight situational and
individual barriers to disclosure. Among the
most frequently cited inhibitors to disclosure is
the pervasive sense of shame experienced by
victim-survivors, which can be internalised as
self-blame and fear of judgment (McElvaney et
al., 2022). This is particularly salient for
adolescents, who may face additional
developmental and relational vulnerabilities
that complicate their willingness or ability to
seek help. An American study by Feeney and
colleagues (2018) found that young adults who
were assaulted during adolescence frequently
refrained from disclosing their experiences to
formal support systems—such as law
enforcement, medical professionals, or social
services—due to concerns about being
stigmatised, a lack of awareness regarding
available support pathways, and anxieties
about breaches of confidentiality. These
concerns were often exacerbated by fears of
parental involvement and the potential for
secondary embarrassment or distress resulting
from adult responses. The Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Abuse
(2017, vol 4) also highlighted additional
disclosure barriers including attitudes to
sexuality, masculinity and gender; uncertainty
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about whether behaviour is abusive; and
difficulty communicating about child sexual
abuse.

Perpetrators, themselves, can also create
barriers for disclosure. These can include
grooming behaviours and tactics; physical and
social isolation; their position and authority can
influence children’s decision-making; victim-
survivors could be threatened; and making the
victim-survivor feel complicit or responsible
(Royal Commission, 2017, vol 4). Perpetrators
may also intentionally seek out victim-survivors
who are younger or non-verbal to reduce the
likelihood of detection (Australian Institute of
Criminology, 2011).

Finally, institutional barriers and culture can
impede  victim-survivor  disclosure  and
responses to these disclosures. As set out in
the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (2017, vol 4),
an organisational culture promoting
punishment, violence, or non-compliance with
law and policy can influence victim-survivor
disclosure. Institutional issues, which have
allowed child sexual abuse to occur and remain
underreported, include inadequate record-
keeping, discrete information sharing, and
obstructive avenues for disclosure; prioritising
reputation, prestige or loyalty; and personal
relationships in the institutions over and above
children’s safety.

In light of these challenges, the availability and
responsiveness of trauma-informed support
services are critical in mitigating the
psychological burden  associated  with
disclosure. Victim-survivor centred approaches
that prioritise empathy, confidentiality, and
empowerment can play a pivotal role in
reducing the risk of re-traumatisation and
fostering a safer environment for disclosure
and engagement with investigative processes
(Campbell et al, 2015). Proactive and
accessible service provision not only supports
individual recovery but also strengthens
systemic responses to child sexual abuse
through improved identification and
intervention.

Historical child sexual abuse cases also face
unigue challenges in responding to disclosure.
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For historical complaints, the victim-survivors
are adults at the time of disclosure, recounting
abuse experiences as a child. A myriad of
factors, at the time of abuse, impeded and
delayed their disclosure into adulthood, which
may have included the political and policy
environment at the time of the abuse, personal
factors for the victim-survivor, and
environmental and cultural factors such as
those that occur in institutional abuse matters.
Various other factors can account for delayed
disclosures including policing culture during
the period of child sexual abuse (Bleakley,
2020); adults, at the time, failing to act on
children’'s complaints (Ring, 2017); and
concern by the victim-survivor about not being
believed (Plastock et al., 2021).

The effects of how first disclosures are
responded to and managed can also have long-
term negative impact for victim-survivors. A
German study by Schoon and Briken (2021)
found that disclosure, particularly the negative
social reactions to it, can be a significant
barrier to reporting child sexual abuse.
Survivors often become reluctant to disclose
their abuse due to feelings of shame,
especially when met with disbelief or rejection
from loved ones or formal support systems
(McPherson et al., 2024). These reactions may
retraumatise the individual, as they echo the
internalised stigma and profound sense of
betrayal associated with the original abuse.
Shame is identified as an inhibitor of child
sexual abuse disclosure (McElvaney et al.,
2022).

The experiences of victim-survivors during their
initial disclosure are an important contextual
factor in understanding best practice
approaches to responding to child sexual
abuse. A study by Pacheco et al. (2023)
identified that poor handling of disclosures by
law enforcement officers, child protection
workers, medical staff, or mental health
professionals contributed to a sense of
hopelessness, creating additional barriers to
disclosure. Consequently, best practice
improvements can be achieved through
increased understanding about the process of
disclosure, with an additional emphasis being
required on the individual needs of the victim-
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survivor. Best practice approaches in this
context are identified in the literature relating
to forensic interview training for interviewers,
multiagency collaboration between relevant
agencies, and culturally informed engagement
with First Nations People in Australia. These
approaches are explored in further detail in this
Report.

Disclosure as a process

Disclosure of child sexual abuse is a dynamic
and ongoing process rather than a single
event, shaped by individual, relational, and
socio-political factors (Carnes, 2000). Victim-
survivors disclose for a range of personal
reasons, including self-protection, the desire
for support or justice, the need for clarity and
validation, and the wish to unburden
themselves or protect others (McPherson et al.,
2024). Age and the presence of a trusted,
supportive person are consistently identified
as key enabling factors (Kasstan, 2022;
Ullman, 2023).

Disclosure is often prompted by *“turning
points” or “critical moments”— situational or
environmental events that heighten awareness
or create openings for disclosure. These may
include witnessing similar abuse portrayed in
media, experiencing an escalation in the
perpetrator’s behaviour, learning about other
victims, or external interventions such as police
or child protection involvement (McPherson et
al., 2024; Uliman, 2023).

Additional facilitators have been identified
across diverse contexts. In Singapore, factors
such as older age, female gender, higher 1Q,
recent or resisted abuse, clergy perpetrators,
non-offending caregiver support, and feelings
of cultural obligation played a role in disclosure
decisions (Latiff et al., 2024). Similarly, UK-
based research found that emotional or
physical distance from the perpetrator,
supportive relationships, and the belief that
disclosure could aid healing or protect others
were significant motivators (Plastock et al.,
2021).

Education can also assist children to recognise
if they have been sexually abused and/or
provide children with the confidence they need
to disclose. Early intervention and prevention

Page |



strategies are a valuable way of assisting
children to learn about how to better protect
themselves, perpetrator grooming behaviour,
and sexual abuse (Ronken, 2017).
Researching specific educational strategies
and programs have not been explored as they
are beyond the scope of this Report.

The opportunity for victim-survivors to make
disclosures over a series of interviews is
identified as a developmentally necessary
process for children (McPherson et al., 2024).
In practice, forensic interview models used by
police and child protection are often adult-
centric and based on the assumption that
disclosure will occur in a single interaction
(McPherson et al., 2024). However, this does
not align with the reality that children often
disclose their experiences gradually, through a
repeated and evolving process. Purposeful,
intentional, and developmentally led interview
processes align with best practice models.
Further, for younger children with limited
memory recall and/or expressive language
skills, multiple interviews may better align with
their developmental needs. A best practice
model that seeks to meet and support the
unique and specialised developmental needs
of children in a forensic interview setting is
explored further below in Finding 2.

Supporting disclosure and trauma-informed
investigation processes

Research indicates that reluctance to disclose
child sexual abuse is proportionately higher for
some groups. A systematic review identified
that obstacles to disclosure of child sexual
abuse were found to include factors such as

intellectual disabilities, avoidant coping
mechanisms, familial criminal  activity,
experiences of domestic violence, and

belonging to an ethnic minority group. The
findings also indicated that the links between
these factors and disclosure are often
complex, inconsistent, or shaped by
interactions with other variables, underscoring
the need to consider specific social and
ecological frameworks (Latiff et al., 2024).
These frameworks refer to the broader systems
and environments that influence a child’s
experiences and behaviour. A social framework
considers the roles of family, peers, schools,
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and community, while an ecological framework
expands this view to include multiple levels of
influence, such as individual characteristics,
relationships, social structures, and cultural or
societal norms. In the context of child sexual
abuse disclosure, this means recognising that
a child’s decision to speak out, or remain silent,
may be shaped not just by personal factors, but
also by the complex interplay of their
relationships, community attitudes, access to
support services, and broader cultural
expectations.

While any child from a marginalised population
is particularly vulnerable, there are several
specific groups which have been highlighted in
the literature. Victim-survivors of sex
trafficking, children with disabilities, male
victims, LGBTIQ+ children and young people,
and First Nations children are prominent
population groups who experience heightened
barriers to child sexual abuse disclosure. Each
of these groups will be addressed below.

Victim-survivors of sex trafficking are often
hesitant to share their experiences with
authorities. Sex trafficking of children and
young people is a form of exploitation where a
child or young person is manipulated, coerced,
or forced into engaging in sexual activities in
exchange for something of value, such as
money, drugs, shelter, or protection (Liles et al.,
2016). Past negative interactions with law
enforcement, the impact of past and ongoing
trauma histories that may occur outside or
alongside the sexual exploitation, and the
nature of their relationship with the trafficker
can all influence sex trafficking victim-survivor
disclosures. Studies in Italy (Crisma et al.,
2023), the United States of America (Quas et
al., 2023), and Israel (Katz, 2013) identify that
the complex trauma of child sex trafficking
victim-survivors, specifically, leads to victim-
survivors being evasive and uncooperative with
police investigations around their abuse.

Best practice approaches to engaging and
interviewing victim-survivors of sex trafficking
were analysed by Dianiska et al. (2024) in a
study undertaken in the United States. Rapport
building strategies are noted as essential in
seeking to overcome a victim-survivor's
reluctance to engage in the investigative

Page |



process. Recommended rapport building
techniques for children include clearly
explaining the ground rules and engaging
children in conversations about their interests,
using open-ended questions to help them feel
more at ease and to encourage practice in
sharing their thoughts and experiences
(Korkman et al., 2024). Rapport building is
sometimes incorporated as part of a broader
set of interviewer behaviours known as
supportive interviewing, which  extends
throughout the entire interview process
(Hershkowtz et al., 2021).

Beyond building rapport, supportive
interviewing involves a range of verbal and non-
verbal strategies used by the interviewer.
These include:

e Using open and friendly body language;

e Listening attentively and offering small
verbal cues like “mm-hmm” or “l see” to
show the interviewers are engaged;

e Providing general words of encouragement
such as “you’re doing really well” that are
not dependent on the content of the
child’s answers; and

e Noticing and gently exploring any
emotional reactions the child may express
during the conversation (Dianiska et al.,
2024).

Children with disabilities are another group
that experiences additional barriers to
disclosing their experiences of child sexual
abuse. Children with cognitive impairment are
the primary disability population group who are
at increased risk of sexual abuse compared to
children without disabilities (Robinson, 2012;
Shang, Katz & Tian, 2021). The Australian
Cross Disability Alliance identify that barriers
exist for children with a disability disclosing
child sexual abuse (Frohmander & Sands,
2015). Particularly, this group experiences
suspicions by police, and hold their own
wariness about drawing attention to
themselves. This can relate to police
stereotyping females with a disability as being
“promiscuous”, the victim-survivor's accounts
being perceived by police as fabricated, and
victim-survivors with an intellectual disability
being treated as too vulnerable to cope if the

A hiNe

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

matter progresses to prosecution (Keilty &
Connelly, 2021). A cultural shift in policing
regarding the significance of child sexual
abuse for children with disabilities, as well as
further training for police officers who interview
victim-survivors who have a disability, is
needed (Aarons et al., 2004).

Males can also present with notable disclosure
barriers in the literature. Traditional gender
roles and hegemonic masculinity can
contribute to delayed disclosure or complete
silence among male victim-survivors
(McPherson et al., 2024). Studies by Easton
(2013) and Easton and colleagues (2014)
identify that male victim-survivors significantly
delay disclosure compared to female survivors
because of shame, fear of disbelief, stigma,
and gendered social norms. The establishment
and destigmatisation of trauma-informed
support services to male victim-survivors is a
crucial step in deconstructing the barriers for
male victims (Pacheco et al., 2023). In
addition, training for existing service providers
regarding conscious and unconscious gender
biases around service provisions is also
identified as being of value (Richie-Zavaleta et
al., 2021).

More recent evidence draws attention to the
unique and often overlooked vulnerabilities
faced by LGBTQI+ children and young people
(Capaldi et al., 2024). LGBTQI+ children and
young people are at increased risk of
experiencing disclosure barriers due to
systemic discrimination, social stigma, and
exclusion that can occur within families,
communities, religious institutions, and
broader cultural settings. Transgender
children, in particular, are disproportionately
exposed to violence, marginalisation, and
hostile environments, which can further
elevate their risk of being targeted. A
systematic review by Georges (2023) points
out that many of the known risk factors for child
sexual abuse are experienced more acutely by
LGBTQI+ young people. However, significant
knowledge gaps remain regarding the global
prevalence and dynamics of this abuse within
queer populations, especially in low-resource
or culturally conservative contexts where
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stigma and invisibility may be even more
pronounced.

Finally, for First Nations Australians, the
situational context of initial reporting is even
further complicated by a history of systemic,
colonial, and intergenerational abuse and
oppression experiences. Funston (2013)
explains that for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander victim-survivors in Australia, child

sexual abuse is a deeply complex issue that
must be understood within the broader context
of ongoing colonial impacts, including invasion,
genocide, assimilation policies, systemic
racism, and entrenched socio-economic
disadvantage. Services responding to child
sexual abuse are often culturally insensitive,
racist, and difficult to access due to financial or
geographic barriers (Human Rights and Equal
Opportunity Commission, 1997) (See Figure 2).
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Tolliday (2016) suggests sexual safety for First
Nations Peoples cannot be addressed without
also addressing the underlying trauma of these
experiences for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples. In Australia, forced removal
policies and the role of police and child
protection services in these traumatic
practices were identified as an ongoing barrier
to mistrust and source of trauma in the
Bringing Them Home Report of the National
Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Children and Their
Families (Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
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Commission, 1997), and these barriers still
exist today. An Alaskan study found that
building trust with authorities in the recognition
of the impacts of colonisation and systemic
issues was necessary to minimise further
marginalisation and suffering and to promote
disclosure of child sexual abuse to authorities
(Braithwaite, 2018). An effective, best practice
approach to enabling child sexual abuse
disclosures amongst First Nations children can
be seen in Operation RESET, explored in Figure
3.
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Operation RESET commenced in Western Australia in 2009 and was a well-resourced joint
initiative of the Western Australian Police Sex Crime Division and the Department of Child
Protection’s ChildFIRST service. Operation RESET was established on the principles that
addressing child sexual abuse needs a collaborative, proactive partnership between community
and government; that underlying cases of child sexual abuse relate to ecological and
interconnected community, economic and individual factors; and that children’s safety is
enhanced by empowering and capacity building communities.

Bailey and colleagues (2019) undertook an analysis of operation RESET. Their findings indicate
how Operation RESET provides a culturally responsive, community-engaged approach in
addressing child sexual abuse within First Nations communities. Three key, interrelated themes,
communication, action and presence, and working together, emerged from participant
interviews. Respectful, open communication and consistent engagement between children and
service providers helped build trust, particularly in contrast to previous negative experiences
with services. The RESET team’s sustained presence, practical support, and responsiveness
enabled families to feel heard, empowered, and safe to disclose abuse. Their collaborative, non-
judgemental approach fostered strong relationships and a sense of shared responsibility among
community members and service providers. The initiative successfully disrupted the silence
surrounding abuse by supporting disclosures, removing perpetrators, and coordinating
interagency responses, ultimately empowering communities to take collective ownership of the
issue and contribute to systemic change.

Finding 2: Investigative processes, including police interviews, should be trauma-informed
and responsive to individual victim-survivor needs.

Police may engage with a victim-survivor at
different stages in the disclosure process. Child
victim-survivors  will likely have already
disclosed allegations of child sexual abuse to a
parent, family member, friend or professional
prior to making a complaint to the police. Once
there is a disclosure of child sexual abuse, the
child may be supported to disclose to the police
or an adult may report their belief of a child
sexual abuse offence, on reasonable grounds,
pursuant to mandatory child sexual abuse
reporting requirements under Queensland’s
Criminal Code 1899 (s 229BC) if the child is in
Queensland. Police will then undertake an
investigation which may involve interviews with
relevant parties including the child victim-
survivor. Queensland police are encouraged to
“reduce the amount of trauma to the child” but
no further examples are provided in their
operational policies about how this could be
done (Queensland Police Service 2025,
p.650). Police are guided by their institutional
operational procedures and training when
interviewing or investigating.
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Victim-survivors of sexual violence frequently
identify the need for their experiences to be
acknowledged and validated as a crucial
component of their recovery and engagement
with support systems (Piamenta & Gal, 2025).
Validation, in this context, refers not only to
being listened to and believed, but also to
being treated with dignity, empathy, and
respect by professionals across health, legal,
and social service domains. Empirical research
has consistently shown that when victim-
survivors perceive that their experiences are
taken seriously and met with belief, they report
greater psychological wellbeing and are more
likely to continue engaging with support
services (Bluett-Boyd & Fileborn, 2014;
Draucker et al, 2009). Conversely,
experiences of dismissal, minimisation, or
scepticism can exacerbate trauma, reinforce
feelings of shame and isolation, and deter
further disclosure or engagement with the
justice system. In addition to emotional
validation, many victim-survivors express a
strong desire to remain informed about the
progress of their case as it moves through the
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criminal justice process Piamenta & Gal,
2025). Transparent communication and
regular updates are empowering, helping to
restore a sense of agency and control that is
often compromised by the experience of sexual
abuse. Providing timely, clear, and accessible
information about legal proceedings not only
respects the rights of victim-survivors but can
also serve as a form of procedural justice,
which is associated with increased trust in
institutions and overall satisfaction with
outcomes, regardless of the verdict (Duron,
2018). As such, a trauma-informed and rights-
based approach to service delivery must
prioritise both emotional validation and
procedural transparency in order to
meaningfully support victim-survivors
throughout their recovery and justice-seeking
journeys.

There are three important considerations in
relation to police interview processes for child
sexual abuse matters. Firstly, police have a
significant role in responding to allegations and
supporting victim-survivors. Secondly,
specialist interview skills are needed to
appropriately navigate disclosures of child
sexual abuse. Thirdly, these specialist skills
can only come from additional and specialised
training. Each of these considerations will be
explored further below.

Significance of police role

The quality of police engagement and interview
processes with child victim-survivors is a
critical element in the investigation process. In
fact, Martschuk and colleagues (2022)
identified how the “information-gathering
process is the key to a fair justice system” (p.
71). Police behaviour during interview can
affect victim-survivor's trauma and case
retention. The pathways provided for
disclosure and the level of support can affect a
victim-survivor's decision to proceed with
allegations (Campbell et al., 2015). According
to Child Sexual Abuse Response Pathway:
Practice Guide’ (2023), a formal interviewing
process involving clear aims, communication
of expectations with all parties and considering
particulars of the interview (where and when) is
crucial for a victim-survivor's wellbeing.
Nevertheless, according to a study of
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Australian  criminal justice practitioners
including judges, prosecutors, defence
lawyers, police officers and witness assistance
officers, flexibility is also needed during the
interviewing process as there is not a one size
fits all solution for child complainants (Lee et
al., 2018). Interviewers should account for the
individual child’s needs (Westera et al., 2020).
Training is a helpful solution proposed as a
result. These concepts are explored further
below.

Police interview processes can have a
significant effect on victim-survivor resilience,
retention and comfort. Irish victim-survivors
spoke about how police acknowledgement of
their vulnerabilities “helped them feel they
could trust the police and ameliorated to some
extent the anxiety and fear they felt at having
to engage with police” (McElvaney et al., 2024,
p. 7). Lack of police contact after disclosure
can cause anxiety and disempowerment within
victim-survivors and families, especially girls
and their mothers (Butterby & Hackett, 2022).
Policing perceptions of victim-survivors can
influence how they treat those victim-survivors
(Bejinariu et al., 2021; McElvaney et al., 2024),
especially because of confirmation bias arising
from victim-survivor background information
(King & Bostaph, 2024; Ricciardelli et al.,
2021; Sumampouw et al., 2022). As
highlighted in a study by Cassady et al. (2020),
during investigative interviews, police practices
can significantly impact key aspects of a child's
perceived credibility, including the accuracy,
competence, reliability, and truthfulness of
their testimony. Interactions with police during
interviews can also affect a child’'s ongoing
engagement with the criminal justice system,
particularly relating to the interview process
being experienced by some victim-survivors as
retraumatising (Feeney et al., 2018).

The influence of a police officer’s perceptions
about a child’s memories is also relevant to
proceeding to charges against a perpetrator.
Research indicates that police education and
knowledge about children’s memories, and
particularly, the effects of trauma on this, are
vital. Goodman-Delahunty and colleagues
(2017) explain that research consistently
shows that law enforcement officers often hold
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views about memory that are not aligned with
current scientific understanding. In many
cases, their beliefs are similar to those of the
general public and lack the nuance found in
expert knowledge. The importance of quality
training and specialised interviewers for child
victim-survivors cannot be understated in this
regard.

Early childhood victim-survivors require unique
attention. For early childhood victim-survivors,
favourable approaches during police interview
process are characterised with open-ended
questions, increased verbal affirmations and
confirming comments, e.g. “You're doing well”,
using specific yet non-leading questions, and
with time-limited rapport building. The latter
aspect of shorter timeframes for building
rapport is related to a younger child’s limited
attention span, leaving less cognitive
resources for the narrative phase of the
interview (Daviesl et al., 2000). A key finding
from a study by Phillips et al. (2012) found that
young children are likely to respond
inaccurately if provided with “suggestive,
closed and forced choice answers” (p. 52).

Children’s willingness to disclose sexual abuse
during police interviews appears to be closely
linked to both their age and whether they had
previously disclosed the abuse. Research
suggests that among children who had not
disclosed prior to the forensic interview, older
children were more likely to do so during the
interview (Leach et al., 2017). However, among
those who had already disclosed elsewhere,
both younger children and adolescents were
less likely than school-aged children to repeat
their disclosures in the forensic context. One
likely reason for this pattern is that the formal,
and potentially intimidating, nature of a police
setting may discourage younger children from
speaking openly, particularly if they do not fully
understand the implications of their earlier
disclosure. Additionally, the structure of police
interviews may be less suited to the
developmental needs of younger children,
potentially making it harder for them to recall
and communicate their experiences (see Pipe
et al.,, 2007). These factors highlight the
importance of tailoring interview approaches to
the child’s developmental stage and ensuring

A hiNe

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

that the environment where interviews take
place supports their ability to talk safely and
comfortably.

Research into interviews with victim-survivors
consistently demonstrates that a supportive
approach from interviewers can significantly
enhance the quality of children's responses.
Supportive behaviours, such as sitting near the
child, using positive facial expressions, and
engaging warmly and encouragingly, are
associated with improvements in both the
accuracy and completeness of children's
recollections, while also reducing their
susceptibility to suggestion (Teoh & Lamb,
2013). For example, Goodman and colleagues
(1991) found that when interviewers
interacted in a socially supportive way, offering
snacks, smiling, and providing general praise,
young children aged three to four performed on
par with older children when responding to
misleading questions. Notably, the benefits of
social support became even more evident after
longer delays between the event and the
interview, with fewer errors observed in
younger children following a four-week delay.
These findings suggest that a supportive
interviewing style not only helps build rapport
but also plays a protective role in enhancing
the reliability of young children’s testimony,
particularly in high-stakes or delayed
disclosure settings.

Providing opportunities for more than one
interview for young children is also consistent
with developmental needs and best practice
approaches. A study by Gries et al. (1996)
found that children around the age of six were
generally slower to disclose information and
more often needed a follow-up interview
compared to children closer to nine years old.

Specialist interview skills

Understanding children’s development is
important to prevent victim-survivor re-
traumatisation during forensic interviews. A
Swedish study considered the prosecution
experiences of criminal investigations and
found police needed better knowledge of
children’s development (Ernberg et al., 2020).
Acquired knowledge and training for police
officers regarding child development and
trauma is significant to understand a child’s
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presentation and style of narrative (Westera et
al.,, 2020) as well as their perception of the
child’s credibility during interviews. A study by
Longobardi and colleagues (2022) identifies
that in cases involving child sexual abuse, a
victim-survivor's  disclosures may include
details indicating that the abuse was recorded
to produce child sexual exploitation material,
often involving sadistic, bizarre, or highly
deviant elements. These unusual or extreme
features can sometimes impact how the child’s
credibility is perceived. The findings from this
study reveal that children's accounts of sexual
abuse should not be dismissed solely because
they include unusual or bizarre elements. Such
details may correspond with content found in
child sexual exploitation material and could
reflect actual experiences rather than fantasy
or imagination.

Children’s memory is also a key
misunderstanding from law enforcement
interviewers and an important area for further
research. Understanding how children’s
memory can affect disclosures and their
conduct in interviews is essential for a
successful interview. Specialised forensic
interviewers need evidence-based training
about memory (Martschuk et al.,, 2022). In
particular, Martschuk and colleagues (2022)
argue that simple language, simple sentences
and non-leading, open-ended questions should
be prioritised due to interviewer knowledge
and skKill deficit around the interaction of those
factors with children’s memory. In addition,
decisions about planning the interview should
factor in a child’s age or developmental
competency to ensure that the length of the
interview is more aligned with the child’'s
capabilities. A study by Phillips and colleagues
(2012) found that older children participate in
longer interviews than younger children. This
pattern reflects developmental differences in
memory and communication, as older children
are generally able to provide more detailed,
complex, and informative accounts. These
results support best practice guidelines that
recommend shorter, developmentally
appropriate interviews with younger children,
recognising that their recall capacity is more
limited, and that extended questioning may not
be effective or appropriate for their age.
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Disassociation can also occur during the
interview process.

Disassociation is a common trauma response
for child sexual abuse victim-survivors (Dube,
2024). Disassociation is understood as a
maladaptive coping mechanism in which
emotional responses are involuntarily or
unconsciously overregulated, leading to the
compartmentalisation of mental processes
such as thoughts, emotions, memories, and
identity (Bell et al., 2011; Putnam et al., 1993;
Spiegel & Cardena, 1991). When this presents
during interviews, an interviewing officer who
lacks  education or knowledge can
misunderstand this behaviour and mislabel the
child as being unreliable, mistrusting, or
fabricating their narrative (Longobardi et al.,
2022). Similarly, younger children process
trauma through play and storytelling. This can
lead to children including some animated
contextual details around the articulation of
the abusive behaviour they experienced.
Without police training to understand these
typical developmental norms and
neurocognitive processes, the risk of children
being labelled as uncredible or not truth telling
significantly increases (Cassidy et al., 2020;
Longobardi et al., 2022). The likelihood of the
case progressing further is, therefore,
significantly compromised by this investigative
misconception.

It is essential that all services working with

children recognise behavioural indicators,
especially in younger children, that may
indicate abuse, rather than relying solely on
verbal disclosures. Children’s ability to

remember and recall past events develops with
age (Hershkowitz et al., 2021), so interviewers
should adapt to children’'s developing
communication skills (Lamb et al., 2011).
Research further supports that children may
require more communication aides, such as
pictures and drawings, to assist them to
recount their trauma experience during
forensic interview settings (Melinder et al.,
2021).

The use of storytelling by trained interviewers
can also assist children to particularise the
abuse they experienced. Particularisation is
about the victim-survivor providing distinct,
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detailed accounts of each abusive incident
(Read & Powell, 2011). Children can find
particularisation challenging due to
developmental limitations, the repetitive
nature of abuse, and the impact of trauma on
memory (Pipe et al., 2004). In Australia, the
High Courtin S v R (1989) found that a lack of
particularisation can, in some cases, render
charges invalid; this makes the skilfulness and
engagement with children during forensic
interviews extremely important. Storytelling is a
valuable and developmentally appropriate
method for communicating with children. It can
support children in processing their thoughts
and experiences, particularly traumatic events,
by helping them identify cognitive distortions
(irrational thinking leading to inaccurate
perception of reality), make sense of what
occurred, and reduce the potential negative
impact of the trauma (Pradanita et al., 2019).
Whether forensic child sexual abuse interviews
with children should be led by police requires
significant consideration given the child
developmental practices outlined above.

Police training

Some police officers will have specialised skills
in interacting with children. In Queensland,
police officers from the Child Protection
Investigation Unit (CPIU) conduct and audio or
visually record an interview with children about
allegations of sexual offences against the child.
If these investigating officers have “reasonable
suspicion” about the occurrence of an offence,
they will collate evidence and make the
decision about whether to charge the
perpetrator/s. Police subsequently provide
their evidence to prosecutors to determine if
the matter has enough evidence to proceed to
trial (Holder et al., 2023, p. 3). The perceived
quality of the child’s disclosures during the
police interview are a key consideration in this
process.

Information about any specific training that
CPIU officers undertake to perform their duties,
and interact with children, is not publicly
available. Consequently, commentary about
the strengths or deficiencies in these training
methods, or how well CPIU officers have been
prepared to undertake specialist interviews
with child victim-survivors, cannot be further

A hiNe

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

discussed or evaluated. Researcher access to
training information, and to independently
undertake research about training
appropriateness, usefulness, and
effectiveness, is recommended.

The level of skill and experience necessary to
engage with children in a trauma-informed and
developmental manner during a forensic
interview may be a skillset that sits outside of
reasonable specialist police training and
duties. In some areas in the United States of
America, multidisciplinary teams work together
to collaborate throughout a child sexual abuse
matter. In locations where Child Advocacy
Centres exist (see more details about Child
Advocacy Centres (CAC) in Finding 3), the
interviews of the child are conducted by
professionals trained in the National Child
Advocacy Centre Forensic Interview model.
These interviews are designed to help
investigators understand the child’s
experience, using a supportive, non-leading
approach. Representatives from agencies
involved in the investigation, such as law
enforcement and the Department of Human
Resources, observe the interview remotely, or
through a one-way mirror, to ensure a thorough
and coordinated investigation. After the
forensic interview, law enforcement will
evaluate whether a crime has occurred. The
development of the CAC in the United States
was to address the existence of systemic
trauma for victim-survivors who are often
subjected to multiple interviews with different
agencies and professionals. Multiple
interviews may lead to variations in a child’s
story in their attempt to give the responses they
perceive the interviewers are seeking (Herbert
& Bromfield, 2016). In turn, this results in
reduced credibility. Repetitive interviews can
also result in children recanting their evidence
(Herbert & Bromfield, 2016).

Findings from a recent United States study by
Dianiska et al. (2024) offer critical insights into
how professional training and interview
approaches can significantly affect the
experiences of victim-survivors of sex
trafficking. The study compares the practices
of federal forensic interview specialists and
local police officers, highlighting the clear
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benefits of adopting a victim-centred, trauma-
informed approach to interviewing. Forensic
interview specialists, who receive specialised
training in  trauma-informed techniques,
emphasise building trust and empowering
victim-survivors to share their narratives in a
manner that minimises the risk of re-
traumatisation. This approach prioritises the
psychological safety of the interviewee and
aligns with best practice principles in working
with traumatised populations. In contrast, local
police officers, who are often the first point of
contact when victim-survivors are mistakenly
criminalised (e.g., identified as engaging in
prostitution), tend to lack training in trauma-
informed methods. Instead, they often rely on
traditional interrogation techniques focused on
eliciting confessions. These methods, which
include minimisation (e.g., offering
justifications to downplay the offence) and
maximisation (e.g., using threats or
intimidation), may inadvertently reinforce
feelings of guilt, fear, and distrust in systems
that should be protective (Dianiska et al.,
2024). In cases involving sexually exploited
adolescents, such tactics are sometimes
coupled  with artificial  rapport-building
strategies that can feel manipulative and
further alienate the victim.

The research, including the Australian work of
Hamilton and Gerryts (2025) and Powell and
Hughes-Scholes (2009), suggests a need for
systemic reform in law enforcement training,
advocating for the widespread adoption of
trauma-informed, victim-centred interviewing
approaches across all levels of police
response. Integrating this training into the
professional development of local police could
significantly improve the quality of victim
engagement, enhance the accuracy and depth
of information gathered, and reduce the risk of
further psychological harm (Dianiska et al.,
2024). Shifting away from accusatory models
toward information-gathering frameworks that
prioritise empathy, safety, and empowerment
is essential for improving outcomes for victim-
survivors and strengthening the integrity of
investigative processes.

Specialist approaches are also needed for
child victim-survivors with disability. People
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with disability are more likely to be sexually
abused than people without disability (Shang

et al., 2021). Research in Australia and
internationally, including Norway (Aker &
Johnson, 2020) indicate that questioning

strategies typically used by police during
interviews of child sexual abuse victim-
survivors with a disability are not in accordance
with  best-practice recommendations. A
Norwegian study by Brown and colleagues
(2018) concludes that despite evidence that
children with intellectual disabilities and
typically developing young children can give
accurate accounts when asked broad, open-
ended questions, interviewers often avoid
using this approach. Instead, their questioning
style tends to be shaped by the child's disability
status, and how the child responds during the
interview. This highlights the critical need for
interviewers to be attuned to both the
developmental and cognitive needs and
limitations of the children they engage with.
Similar findings are found in relation to
interviewing techniques in Australia (Powell &
Hughes-Scholes, 2009), and New Zealand
(Wolfman et al., 2016).

While many Australian jurisdictions have
implemented strict training and legal
standards for police when interviewing
vulnerable witnesses, these do not always
align well with training specific to interviewing
individuals with disabilities. As a result, police
may struggle to effectively support children
with disabilities in communicating during the
statement-taking process (Victorian Equal
Opportunity and Human Rights Commission,
2014). In their submission to the Australian
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse, Australian Cross
Disability Alliance identified that in numerous
cases where people with disabilities report
violence, police responses are often
insufficient. Essential evidence collection—
such as conducting rape kits—may be
overlooked if officers determine the case is
unlikely to lead to prosecution or conviction.
Similarly, investigations may be deprioritised
based on the assumption that the case will not
proceed through the legal system. The
Australian Cross Disability Alliance recommend
substantial education and training for all court
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officials, police and prosecutors, be
undertaken that specifically focused on
disability; the myths about the impact of
disability on the veracity of evidence; and the
needs of adults and children with disability
(Frohmander & Sands, 2015). Such training
should also involve considering trauma
impacts on those who have experienced abuse
and discussing the importance of individual
advocacy.

An Australian study undertaken by Powell and
Hughes-Scholes (2009) regarding police
interviews with child sexual abuse victim-
survivors suggest a lack of organisational
support for police officers who interview
children (including regular practice, feedback
and supervision) and their findings call for a “a
major restructure or enhancement of the
interviewer training currently provided in this
country” (p. 376). Rather than relying on a
block training model, where interview skills are
taught during a single intensive session
without follow-up, the research of Powell and
Hughes Scholes (2009) recommend a work-
based training approach; notably, Powell has
worked with the Queensland Police Academy to
enhance interviewer training and, police forces
across Australia have also implemented
Powell’s training programs. Powell’s model
treats learning as an ongoing, integrated
aspect of daily work incorporating regular,
mandatory refresher training and timely,
individualised feedback that aligns with
evidence-based investigative interviewing
practices. This continuous feedback is
particularly important in the early stages, as
interviewers build and maintain their skills.

If police are to continue leading forensic
interviews with child sexual abuse victim-
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survivors, comprehensive training is essential
to minimise the risk of re-traumatisation. One
United States of America study identified how
police training can assist in identifying victim-
survivors who are subject to sex trafficking
(Bejinariu et al., 2021). Studies indicate that
the need for police training not only improves
the quality of the child’s abuse story being
disclosed but also increases the accuracy of
cases that progress to prosecution (Akca et al.,
2021; Baugerud et al.,, 2021; Salehi et al.,
2022; Segal et al., 2024). Training should
involve multiple sessions which have more
positive results in improving interviewing
studies (Akca et al., 2021).

An Australian study by Powell and colleagues
(2010) reinforces prior findings that highlight
the need for improved training in police
interviewing techniques. Specifically, they
emphasise, “Clearly, through ongoing active
collaboration with both prosecutors and child
testimony experts, police interviewers will be in
the best position to refine their interview
techniques to maximize the usefulness of
witness statements for investigative and
evidential purposes” (p. 40). A further study
undertaken in Australia by Hughes-Scholes and
Powell (2012) underscores the need for the
development of additional training to promote
greater adherence to best practice guidelines
across all aspects of eliciting disclosures from
children in child sexual abuse cases.

A United Kingdom study evaluated a best
practice framework for interviewing children
that was designed to be low-cost and feasible
for implementation by police agencies
(Kyriakidou et al., 2021). An outline of the
program evaluation, which was undertaken in
Cyprus, is set out in Figure 4.
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Kyriadkidou and colleagues’ (2021) study evaluating the implementation of the IGlpop
(Interview Guidance for Investigative Police Officers) in Cyprus provides compelling evidence for
the effectiveness of a talent-management approach to improving the quality of forensic
interviews with child victim-survivors of sexual abuse. The research demonstrated that
interviews conducted post-IGlpop were of significantly higher quality, characterised by a greater
use of appropriate questioning techniques and a notable reduction in inappropriate approaches,
an important shift given the central role children's testimonies play in prosecutions (Seleim et
al., 2007; Frasier & Makoroff, 2006). Unlike traditional strategies that rely heavily on training all
officers, IGIpop focused on selecting a small group of interviewers with a demonstrated aptitude
for engaging sensitively with children, which led to more effective evidence-gathering without
the need for costly or broad-scale reforms. This contrasts with earlier reliance on standardised
manuals such as ABE, PEACE, or NICHD, which, though helpful, often failed to eliminate the
persistent use of inappropriate techniques (Hamilton et al., 2016; Wolfman et al., 2016).

Importantly, the benefits of IGlpop were observed over and above existing training programs,
suggesting that the targeted selection of skilled interviewers may be a more impactful and
resource-efficient strategy than generalised training alone. While neutral questioning
approaches remained stable pre- and post-IGlpop, likely due to their interpretive ambiguity and
perceived utility, the overall increase in appropriate techniques, particularly those alighed with
TED (Tell, Explain, Describe) methods, highlights the value of specialised, person-centred
interviewing. These findings offer practical implications for small or resource-constrained
jurisdictions, which make up nearly half of United Nations Member States (Suilleabhain, 2013)
and are often underrepresented in policing research. By concentrating resources, such as
training, feedback, and supervision, on a smaller cadre of interviewers, agencies can enhance
interview quality in a cost-effective and scalable manner.

Several research studies, primarily in the
United States of America, identified the value
of using avatars in police training for
interviewing child sexual victim-survivors.

colleagues (2024) report in their study that
software was wused for ‘simulations of
investigative interviews in cases of alleged
child sexual abuse,’” and that ‘every avatar has

Norway researchers proposed, in a proof of
concept, using different technologies to create
“an interactive and realistically responsive
child avatar” to improve the quality of police
training, although authors noted technological
limitations as trained actors were needed in
that proposal (Baugerud et al., 2021, p. 2).
Other research proposed artificial intelligence
to generate lifelike avatars to circumvent the
need to source trained actors (Salehi et al.,
2022). Avatars elicit emotional responses from
interviewers, when tested on research
participants, which suggests they can be used
to simulate real child sexual abuse scenarios
(Segal et al., 2024). Simulated avatar interview
training is an effective tool to improve interview
quality (Segal et al.,, 2024). Segal and
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his/her own scenario of alleged child sexual
abuse which was translated and adapted for a
Lithuanian context’ (p. 11).

Further research into how children are
interviewed, what an effective interview
process should look like, and best practice
strategies to reduce re-traumatisation during
the investigation phase of interviewing are
recommended. Leading children's rights
researcher and academic, Professor Laura
Lundy has developed a model for child
participation in significant processes and
systems that exist to serve children and young
people. Lundy’s model is further explored in
Figure 5 below.
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Theright to
express views

Therightto
have views

SRR ERRE O] ; 3
given due weight

This model provides a way of conceptualising Article 12 of the UNCRC
which is intended to focus educational decision-makers on the distinct,
albeit interrelated, elements of the provision. The four elements have a
rational chronological order:

» SPACE: Children must be given safe, inclusive opportunities
to form and express their view

» WVOICE: Children must be facilitated to express their view

. The view must be listened to.

» INFLUENCE: The view must be acted upon, as appropriate.

How this can be achieved is captured here:

HOW: Provide appropriate

HOW: Provide a safe and
Information and facilitate the

inclusive space for children

to express their views

we children's views been actively
sought?
® Was there ac in which
childraen can express themselves
freely?
® Have steps been taken to ensure that
all children can take part?

Audience

HOW: Ensure that children's
views are communicated

to someone with the
responsibility to listen

expression of children's views

® Have children been given the
information they need to forma view?

® Do children know that they do not
have to take part?

® Have children been given a range of

options as to how they might
choose to exprass themselves?

Influence

HOW: Ensure that children’s
views are taken seripusly and
acted upon, where appropriate

® Were the children’s views considered by
thosa with the power to effect change?

® Arethers procedures in place that
ensure that the children's views have
been taken seriously?

% Hava the children and young peopbs
been provided with feedback explaining
the re s for decisions taken?

Image sources: Ireland Department of Children and Youth Affairs, National Strategy on Children and Young People's
Participation in Decision-Making 2015-2020 (17 June 2015).
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To lead the way for Queensland to examine and
redevelop processes and a system to
investigate child sexual abuse, it is imperative
that children and young people’s voices are
included in matters that relate to them. At a
minimum, this should be through research that
examines how forensic interviews could be
better undertaken to support children through
the investigation and prosecution processes. In
fact, Holder and colleagues (2023) identified in
an Australian study that during investigative
interviewing of child sexual abuse, children
reveal their justice goals: children often offer
spontaneous views about what they want to
see happen as a result of their disclosure of
abuse. These findings support that children’s
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voices are crucial in how we develop processes
to engage with them, and ensure that the
process considers their needs, views and
wishes. A separate Australian study by
McPherson and colleagues (2024) further
highlights that “research needs to privilege the
voices of victims and survivors with lived and
living experiences of child sexual abuse” (p.
541). Addressing child sexual abuse is a social
responsibility, and the voices of all victim-
survivors should be included in this research
(Piamenta & Gal, 2025). This includes children
with disabilities (Klebanov et al., 2024) and
Australia’s First Nations children and young
people (Bailey et al., 2019).

Finding 3: Effective collaboration between key agencies helps overcome fragmented
service delivery, leading to a more coordinated and effective response to allegations.

The World Health Organisation champions
multisectoral collaboration as an important
component in preventing and addressing child
maltreatment (Butchart et al.,, 2006). An
Australian study by Powell (2013) reports on
the scholarly agreements of various authors
regarding the need for greater collaboration
between agencies. This approach is
particularly effective given that families tend to
receive more comprehensive services when
investigations are conducted collaboratively.
Multidisciplinary teams, and multisectoral
collaboration, can include a range of
organisations including police, child protection,
and health services.

In Australia, both state-based police and state-
based statutory child protection agencies hold
legislative powers and responsibilities to
investigate child sexual abuse. Police
undertake investigations to explore incidents
of crime and determine whether to proceed to
prosecution, while statutory child protection
agencies assess the safety of children and
whether or not there is a parent willing and able
to protect them from significant harm. In
Queensland, if the Department of Child Safety,
Seniors and Disability Services Queensland
(Child Safety) receives alleged concerns of
child abuse that may involve the commission of
a criminal offence against a child, Child Safety
must report the information to police under the
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Queensland Child Protection Act 1999, section
14(2). Likewise, where intrafamilial child
sexual abuse is suspected, the police will
report to Child Safety. In Queensland, both
police and Child Safety have responsibilities to
investigate child sexual abuse if this is an
intrafamilial matter. Child Safety does not have
a responsibility to investigate child sexual
abuse that is unrelated to a child’s family or
home environment, unless there is a
parent/caregiver who is unable or unwilling to
protect them from ongoing contact with the
perpetrator.

Collaboration between agencies that have a
responsibility to investigate child sexual abuse
in Queensland can be challenging. A
systematic study by Herbert and Bromfield
(2016) identified that a lack of collaboration
and coordination between agencies can shift
the burden of accountability to each other,
increase the risk of crucial information about
cases not being shared, and can result in
families being provided with inconclusive
information about the investigation. The
practical effect of this is that police and child
protection investigations that can jointly occur,
sometimes occur independently of each other,
resulting in inefficiencies, missing information,
and potential traumatisation for a child sexual
abuse survivor who has sought support with
disclosure (Bridde & Hreggviosdottir, 2024;
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Lalayants & Epstein, 2005). Benefits can be
seen for children and families where agencies
collaborate, resulting in reduced interactions
between multiple agencies overall, and the
number of professionals involved decreases.

While police and Child Safety are the main
entities responsible for investigating child
sexual abuse and have the mandated
information-sharing provisions between them,
health services are not a consideration. Health
care service providers accessed by victim-
survivors, such as medical practitioners and
nurses, are a necessary, and underutilised,
resource for supporting child sexual abuse
victim-survivors. Healthcare involvement can
reduce victim-survivor stress and anxiety
through information provision and timely care
(Broaddus-Shea et al.,, 2021). Healthcare
professionals, such as nurses, can be the first
professionals responding to a report of child
sexual abuse, even before police or child
protection. Their knowledge and training has
the potential to provide a crucial link in
multisectoral collaboration being able to
identify child sexual abuse and prevent further
worsening of physical and psychological harm
(Guven et al., 2018). There can be difficulties
for victim-survivors accessing health services,
including cost and availability, with males often
experiencing additional barriers, including
societal, gender-based attitudes around males
being less impacted by child sexual abuse
(Sivagurunathan et al., 2019). Ongoing training
and service responses within Queensland
Health are a positive step towards a fulfillment
of the framework that protecting children is
everyone’s business.

Interviewing child victim-survivors, following
disclosures of child sexual abuse, is a
challenge in inter-agency collaboration. The
current practice, in Queensland, is for police
and Child Safety to conduct their own interview
as each agency has different focuses for that
interview: police are seeking evidence to
establish whether a criminal offence can hold
a perpetrator accountable, while Child Safety
seeks information to determine a child’s safety
within their family and home. However,
separate interviews conducted by each agency
are misaligned with a child’s best interests and
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should be discouraged. In this context, there
should be a clear plan for which agency will
lead the process of interviewing the child
victim-survivor and this decision should be
guided by the quality of training, skills, and
expertise for this role. This is a key area of
improvement that can support effective
systemic changes to improve outcomes for
Queensland children and their families. Child
Advocacy Centres, introduced below, also
provide a best practice solution.

Child Advocacy Centres

Child Advocacy Centres provide a useful
collaborative model for consideration. Child
Advocacy Centres (CACs) are widely recognised
internationally, as exemplars of best practice in
responding to suspected cases of child sexual
abuse (Fontes & Tishelman, 2016; Herbert &
Bromfield, 2016). In fact, there are successful
CACs in operation in Turkey (Guven et al.,
2018; Oksal et al., 2024); Israel (Tener et al.,
2020); Denmark (Haahr-Pedersen et al., 2024)
and the United States of America (Fontes &
Tishelman 2016; Wherry et al.,, 2015). They
operate using a multidisciplinary model that
integrates professionals from legal, medical,
mental health, and social work backgrounds to
provide a comprehensive, child-focused
response using positive working relationships
from relevant professionals (Thompson et al.,
2025). They are the entry point for child sexual
abuse allegations in jurisdictions with
established CACs (Schreier et al., 2022). CACs
can reduce victim-survivor trauma, improve
support for children and families, and facilitate
more effective forensic investigations (Nwogu,
2015). Given the focus on specialised sexual
violence mental health support, Schreier et al.
(2022) highlight the importance of innovative
funding mechanisms to ensure access to the
children who need it.

In-house support and investigation are
provided from the first report until the
finalisation of criminal justice proceedings, and
CACs provide a crucial link between all relevant
agencies. Specially trained forensic
interviewers  conduct  interviews  using
evidence-based, non-suggestive techniques
within supportive, child-friendly environments.
These interviews are often observed by
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multidisciplinary team members and recorded
to preserve the integrity of the child’s
statement. Physical medical exams, and
mental health assessments, are also provided
at CACs (Wherry et al, 2015). The
multidisciplinary  team members can
communicate so that results from a health
assessment, for example, can be used to
inform suitable forensic interview practices for
that victim-survivor.

The benefits of CACs cannot be understated.
Research indicates that communities with
CACs benefit from stronger interagency
collaboration, greater law enforcement
involvement, improved access to medical and
mental health services, and higher satisfaction
among caregivers, highlighting their alignment
with evidence-informed and trauma-sensitive
best practice. Nwogu (2015) suggested the
CAC’s multidisciplinary team approach had an
evidenced positive effect on successful
prosecutions of child sexual abuse
perpetrators. Negative experiences of victim-
survivors’ interactions at CACs have been
attributed to missing out on well-liked everyday
activities to attend the CAC rather than
interactions which occurred at the CAC itself
(Haahr-Pedersen et al., 2024).
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CACs can be particularly beneficial with
intrafamilial child sexual abuse. Tener,
Tarshish and Turgeman (2020) emphasise
complexity with some sibling child sexual
abuse cases where there is not a clear
aggressor and where both siblings can play a
perpetrator and victim-survivor role. As such,
CACs can provide an appropriate forum for
treatment and care that accounts for complex
family dynamics in such cases. Therapeutic
responses for an entire family unit can be
considered within a CAC, which could otherwise
be forgotten in a traditional police/Child Safety
setting (Newman et al.,, 2023; Tener et al.,
2020).

The National Children’s Advocacy Centre was
founded in 1985 in Alabama, United States of
America, as the world’s first Child Advocacy
Centre. The CAC model revolutionised the
response to child abuse by coordinating a
multidisciplinary team (MDT) to handle abuse
allegations in this jurisdiction. Details of this
Centre’s current model are outlined in Figure 6
below. The establishment of the National
Children’s Alliance (NCA) in 1988 created a
national network of CACs in the United States.
It provides an accreditation program and has
established national standards for CACs to
meet to attain accreditation.

investigation process.

The Madison County Multidisciplinary Team is comprised of representatives from the District
Attorney’s Office, Law Enforcement, the Department of Human Resources (DHR), child forensic
interview specialists, family advocates, therapists, and medical professionals including Crisis
Services of North Alabama. The NCAC responds to the initial visit and assessment, and the

Initial Visit and Assessment: Upon arriving at the NCAC, caregivers will meet with a family
advocate while the child participates in a private session with a forensic interview specialist.
During this visit, the child will also be offered a comprehensive medical exam by the NCAC'’s
paediatrician or nurse practitioner. Additionally, a DHR investigator will assess the child’s
safety. If needed, the child may be referred to an NCAC therapist for ongoing support.

The Investigation Process: After the forensic interview, law enforcement will evaluate whether
there is sufficient evidence to substantiate that a crime has occurred. Investigations may take
several weeks to conclude. If an arrest is made, the District Attorney’s Office will decide
whether the case proceeds to trial. Throughout this process, the NCAC family advocate
remains by the caregiver’s side, offering emotional support and helpful resources.

The NCAC Demonstrates a Commitment to Children: The Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) strives
to conduct investigations in a child-centred, timely, and professional manner. They serve
children under 19 who have experienced sexual abuse, severe physical abuse, neglect, or
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have withessed a crime or traumatic event. Importantly, no child is ever denied services due to
a family’s financial situation.

While CACs are not common practice in
Australia, the strong evidence base of success
in responding to child sexual abuse allegations
makes CACs an attractive option for
implementation. A Child, Youth and Family
Centre was opened in 2011 as the first

Australian Child Advocacy Centre, named
“Parkeville Children and Youth Care”. CACs
only currently exist in Western Australia.
Further details of this CAC are outlined in
Figure 7 below.

Parkerville Children’s home was originally founded in 1903 by two Anglican nuns, Sister Kate
and Sister Sarah, who “arrived in Freemantle on the Orient Pacific RMS Oroya, accompanied by
child migrants from the Orphanage of Mercy in London”, (Parkerville Children and Youth Care,
n.d.). Parkerville has since evolved into a community-based organisation that provides
multidisciplinary services for children, young people and families who have experienced abuse.

As an organisation and registered charity, it operates in accordance with “Australia’s National
Child Safe Principles” (Parkerville Children and Youth Care, n.d.). The organisation delivers a
wide range of prevention and trauma response programs and services, ranging from, early
education and intervention to help protect children and young people, to trauma informed
therapeutic services for victim-survivors of abuse. With a team of over 175 professionals,
Parkerville supports more than 10,000 people across Western Australia every year, through
“child advocacy services, integrated family services, early intervention and prevention, youth
homelessness and supports and therapeutic foster and residential program”, (Parkerville
Children and Youth Care, n.d.).

Herbert and Paton (2024) considered the effects of Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy combined with other therapeutic approaches to treat children at the Parkerville Children
and Youth Care CAC. Drawing upon client records, the study considered children experiencing
multiple forms of child maltreatment (not just child sexual abuse) coming from complex family
environments including parental problematic substance use, mental health, and/or family and
domestic violence. The study found that integrating multiple therapeutic approaches resulted in
symptoms of major trauma being addressed; as such, the community-based delivery of those
services was beneficial. The study did not consider forensic interviews or any criminal
investigation processes. However, it demonstrates value in therapeutic services delivered in a
community setting like a CAC to children who have been abused.

CACs should be considered for implementation
in Queensland. The implementation of CACs
aligns with recommendations arising from the
Royal Commission in Australia. Volume 9
(Chapter 5) of the Final Report into the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse (Royal Commission, 2017)
recommends that the Australian Government,
and each state and territory, should fund
“dedicated support services... to provide an
integrated model of advocacy and support and
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counselling” (p .15) to victim-survivors who
experience child sexual abuse in institutional
contexts. Arguably, to respond to the broader
needs of all victim-survivors of sexual abuse in
Queensland, dedicated multiservice centres
should be funded for all children, regardless of
the type of sexual abuse they have
experienced.

Should Queensland implement CACs, the
development of an accreditation system in
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Queensland is further recommended to
provide standardised oversight of services and
promote best practice standards. It is
important to note however, that national
standards should not overlook the need for
individual CACs to have community-specific
approaches to service delivery (Bracewell,
2015). As outlined by Walsh and colleagues
(2003), individual CACs should prioritise needs
and approaches to service delivery, especially
rural and remote communities, based upon
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community needs. Furthermore, the
development of CACs should co-occur with an
independent sexual violence specialised
research team, such as UniSC's Sexual
Violence Research and Prevention Unit, to
enable ongoing review of implementation and
effectiveness, as well as impact in addressing
the needs of victim-survivors and their families.
Ongoing research will also enable emerging
best practice standards to continue to evolve
and champion the CAC service delivery models.

Finding 4: Support services for survivors require a systemic and holistic approach addressing
structural barriers and incorporating peer and family support

Support for victim-survivors can, and should,
come from multiple places. A child victim-
survivor will engage with multiple individuals
and agencies throughout the disclosure
process including families, peers, health
services, police, child protection, schools and
teachers and other trusted adults. Each
individual or agency can play a role in
supporting that child. Trauma recovery should
be understood within the framework of
interpersonal relationships, emphasising that
psychological safety plays a key role in
supporting the healing process (Barrow et al.,
2021). Victim-survivors face many barriers in
accessing crucial support. As such, systemic
changes could be considered to reduce the
barriers that victim-survivors face in accessing
support services. Limited research exists on
how child sexual abuse affects children in the
preschool age group and below, including their
social-emotional wellbeing and educational
journey (Hebert et al., 2017; Tejada & Linder,
2020). A key recommendation of this Report is
for further research to be undertaken to
understand the specialised support needs for
early childhood victim-survivors.

Supportive relationships

Support from non-offending parents and/or
caregivers can be beneficial for a victim-
survivor's successful recovery following child
sexual abuse disclosure (Johnson, 2022).
Victim-survivors need parental and sibling
support which can reduce post-traumatic
stress disorder symptoms (Februanti &
Kartilah, 2019) and assist them to adjust in the
aftermath of child sexual abuse (Nwogu et al.,
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2015). Caregivers can contribute to better
mental health, a sense of safety and access to
support services for victim-survivors (Johnson,
2022). In fact, support for caregivers plays a
critical role in shaping family relationships.
Minimising further trauma and effectively
navigating family dynamics throughout, and
after the investigation process, can help lessen
the psychological impact of child sexual abuse
(Miller & Rubin, 2009). The use of Child
Advocacy Centres has been identified as
increasing satisfaction with non-offending
caregivers’ experiences of child’s sexual abuse
investigations (Newman et al., 2023; Nwogu et
al.,, 2015; Tener et al.,, 2020), and the
caregiver’'s own sense of support. The trial of
such centres in Queensland could
consequently aim to improve specialised
interviewing and investigation approaches as
well as specialised support services for
children and their non-offending caregiver/s.
Child Advocacy Centres have been further
explored in Finding 3.

Relational safety for survivors is integral for
healing and recovery. In a United Kingdom
study, Barrow and colleagues (2021),
highlighted that young people who were victim-
survivors of sexual exploitation valued
emotional comfort and trust in relationships
more than practical or informational support.
As such, reliability, consistency, and freedom to
share experiences at their own pace and within
relationships that they experience are safe is
important. These relationships can be with
caregivers (both in residential settings or with
family members), therapists, or other adults
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with whom young people experience emotional
security and safety with. Notably, the young
people identified social workers as being highly
appreciated in this context, rather than police
or school staff. Unlike police, whose roles are
often associated with authority and
investigation, or teachers, who may lack the
time or training to respond adequately to
disclosures, social workers are trained to
validate children's experiences and provide
consistent advocacy within complex systems.
Social workers’ professional focus on the
child’s emotional wellbeing and their ability to
navigate protective and legal frameworks
without punitive undertones fosters a sense of
being heard and protected among victim-
survivors (Fallon et al., 2020). There are limited
opportunities for children to interact with social
workers outside of the child protection space in
Queensland.

There are also growing indicators in research
which affirm that peer support offers a
meaningful and relationally secure approach in
supporting adolescent victim-survivors of child
sexual abuse. Februanti and Kartilah (2019)
suggest that peer support can be more
valuable than parent support, with “peers
helping victims to recover from the trauma they
experience” (p. 104). Manaf and Mokhtar
(2013) in Februanti and Kartilah (2019) state
that “social support like friendship makes
victims feel more supported and alive so that
they can continue to make their lives better” (p.
104). A model of peer support is also validated
in a United Kingdom study which sought to
explore the value of peer support for young
people who had experienced sexual abuse
(Cody et al., 2023). A growing body of research
has examined the use of peer mentoring for
individuals affected by child sexual abuse
(Buck et al., 2017; Gregory et al., 2021). This
type of mentoring generally involves an older
mentor (adult) with lived experience of sexual
abuse offering one-on-one support to a young
person who has experienced similar trauma. In
a United States-based peer mentoring
program, Rothman and colleagues (2020)
observed improvements in participants’ overall
wellbeing, along with decreases in exploitation,
substance use, and other harmful behaviours.
Similarly, Buck and colleagues (2017) explored
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a United Kingdom peer mentoring initiative
targeting youth impacted by gang involvement
and child sexual exploitation. Although
acknowledging the study offered only a brief
snapshot as a result of a smaller sample size
and localised sample of victim-survivors, the
findings pointed to meaningful emotional,
relational, and practical benefits.

Collectively, peer relational and mentoring
studies suggest that peer-based models hold
promise and may offer valuable support for
those affected by child sexual abuse. More
specifically, a semi-formal provision for peer
support, mid-way between friend and
professional, characterised by one-on-one
mentoring has value. Cody and colleagues
(2023) explain that in this model, mentors and
mentees engaged in informal activities
together, such as having coffee or participating
in shared outings. In addition to emotional
support, mentors provided practical
assistance: accompanying young people to
appointments, helping with paperwork, and
connecting them to relevant services. One
participant described the support as a form of
“emotional mentoring,” emphasising the
importance of building trusting relationships
(p- 4). Young people valued the relatability of
the mentor having a lived experience of sexual
abuse contributed to feeling understood and
forged a deep connection of knowing (p. 6).

Specialised support services, like Bravehearts,
are available to children, young people and
their families in Queensland. Bravehearts
continues to provide ongoing research
regarding child sexual abuse, as well as
support services to victim-survivors. Recent
research undertaken through Bravehearts, to
investigate factors that influence therapy
completion in a child sexual abuse counselling
service by Chapman and colleagues (2025),
identifies that caregiver involvement emerged
as a significant factor influencing whether
children completed therapy. Specifically, when
a parent or guardian participated in
therapeutic support sessions alongside the
child, the likelihood of completing treatment
was over four times higher compared to cases
where no caregiver was actively involved. As a
result of this research, Bravehearts has
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implemented new policies to now require
parents to engage in support services
alongside their child’s involvement. These
findings support other studies (Herbert, 2021,
Johnson, 2022; Nwogu et al., 2015), validating
a best practice approach for the establishment
of specialised support services to ensure that
parent/caregiver engagement in therapy with
their child should be facilitated as far as
possible. This is also a key finding for therapy
services provided in CACs. A national roll-out of
additional Braveheart  service centres
throughout Queensland alongside CACs could
also fill a gap in specialised sexual violence
support services. This specialised service could
also serve victim-survivors who may not need
the full services of a CAC, including those who
choose not to pursue a criminal justice
process, and/ or have previously reported their
abuse and are now seeking therapeutic
support.

Children and young people in state care are
also a key group who require specialised
support as victim-survivors. In the Australian
context, there is a dearth of research regarding
the support needs of young people who have
been the victim of child abuse which has been
affirmed in the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Sexual Abuse in
Australia (2017). A study by Hallett (2023)
identifies that while research in Australia, and
globally, has shown that young people in
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residential care are at heightened risk of
experiencing child sexual abuse, international
evidence also makes it clear that child sexual
abuse victimisation occurs across a range of
settings and is not confined to residential care
alone. Considering the links between child
sexual abuse and the various systems that
interact with the most vulnerable young
people, it is essential to examine statutory care
settings and broader systemic responses to
child sexual abuse beyond just residential care.
In Australia, counselling is the most commonly
funded option for referral by Child Protection
case workers (Hallett, 2023). An important
finding from Hallett's (2023) study, is that this
cohort of young people are often reluctant to
engage in counselling, and counselling alone
largely fails to address the various factors that
may elevate the risk of experiencing child
sexual abuse in the first instance. In line with
findings  from  other Australian and
international studies (Barrow et al., 2021,
Cody, 2023), the young people who
participated in Hallett’'s (2023) study also
identified that connection and engagement
with caregivers and outreach support workers
are integral to addressing child sexual abuse,
over and above a specific type of system
intervention. Approaches that include peer
support and/or external youth worker outreach
are identified as being valuable and effective.
Figure 8 outlines an American peer support
model from the My Life My Choice program.
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The My Life My Choice (MLMC) program was established in 2002 by a non-profit agency in
Boston, America in response to the tragic murder of a young person who was being commercially
sexually exploited. Grounded in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, MLMC operates on the principle
that youth must first have their basic needs met and experience safety, love, and belonging
before healing and growth can occur. The program matches young people affected by, or at high
risk of, child sexual abuse with trained adult mentors who are, themselves, survivors of abuse.
These survivor-mentors support mentees in exiting exploitative situations, coping with trauma,
and building stable, safe lives.

Referrals to MLMC come from a wide range of sources, including child protection agencies, law
enforcement, schools, and care facilities. Young people are referred based on known or
suspected experiences of exploitation, with indicators such as running away frequently,
involvement with significantly older partners, prior victimisation, or concerning online behaviour.
In many cases, young people who initially deny being sexually abused disclose these experiences
only after building trust with their mentor; 67% of suspected cases were later confirmed child
sexual abuse after such relationships were established.

The program features a survivor-led assessment process to match mentees with one of MLMC'’s
full-time mentors, each of whom has been out of "the life" for at least five years. Mentors undergo
extensive training and a shadowing period before working independently. Mentorship plans are
tailored to the individual needs of each young person and may include weekly meetings,
accompaniment to appointments, and referrals to mental health, housing, education, and other
support services. Mentorship is long-term and open-ended, with no age limit for continuing
support.

In addition to individualised mentoring, MLMC offers leadership development opportunities
through initiatives like the Leadership Corps, which provides paid roles for young people to
engage in advocacy and skKill building. Community events and peer activities foster a sense of
connection and belonging, reinforcing the emotional and relational aspects of recovery.

Johnson, 2004), and increased risk of mental
health challenges (Amstadter & Vernon, 2008;

Specialised and targeted support
Specialised support in the community is

needed for victim-survivors of child sexual
abuse. While the Royal Commission (2017)
made various recommendations to address
the fragmentation of support services in
Australia, there remains significant scope for
increased funding and service provision to
young children who are victim-survivors in
Queensland. Research widely advocates that
support services to victim-survivors should be
specialised in responding to the specific needs
of child sexual abuse (Allnock et al., 2012;
Chapman et al., 2025). Experiencing sexual
abuse in childhood has been linked to a wide
range of both immediate and lasting effects
(Chapman et al., 2025). These include
disruptions to neurological development,
physical health issues (lrish et al., 2010;
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Fergusson et al., 2008; Ginzburg et al., 2006;
Maniglio, 2010). These enduring impacts
speak to the need for specialised support and
targeted interventions for victim-survivors.
Children who are sexually abused may also
exhibit behavioural difficulties (Davis &
Petretic-Jackson, 2000; Purcell et al., 2004;
Sigfusdottir et al., 2008), experience fewer
opportunities throughout their lives (Daignault
& Herbert, 2009) and face heightened
vulnerability to further victimisation (Bender et
al.,, 2003; Casey & Nurius, 2005; Filipas &
Ullman, 2006). Beyond the profound personal
toll, these outcomes place considerable strain
on broader systems, contributing to increased
public expenditure in areas such as welfare
support and criminal justice services (Barrett &
Byford, 2006; Curtis, 2007). The
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implementation of Child Advocacy Centres is
one of the leading best practice models for
specialised and family-centred care
internationally.

For early childhood victim-survivors in
particular, specialised support services have
the potential to address longer term trauma
impacts. Cicchetti and colleagues (2010)
suggest that abuse may be especially
damaging when it occurs at a very young age,
with high levels of depression being more
frequent among children abused in the first five
years of life. Further, the likelihood of suicide
attempts increases when sexual abuse begins
at a younger age and continues over an
extended period (Lopaz-Castroman, 2013).
Hébert and colleagues (2017) highlight that
because key cognitive skills develop during
early childhood, it is essential to identify and
address the difficulties experienced by
preschool-aged children who have been
sexually abused as early as possible (p. 507).
There remains a dearth in the literature about
best practice approaches to specialised sexual
abuse services to young children (Hebert et al.,
2017; Tejada & Linder, 2020), and this is
identified in this Report as an important and
urgent focus of further research.

Addressing accessibility and engagement
barriers are key to providing high-quality
support services to victim-survivors. In this
context, long waitlists, an inability to pay for the
costs of therapies and travel to appointments,
unreliable  transport, and multiagency
commitments are identified in a United States
study as being key barriers to child sexual
abuse victim-survivors and their families
(Slemaker et al., 2021). Best practice
approaches, such as those identified above
relating to peer support mentor models, or
multiagency service models such as is seen in
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Child Advocacy Centres, are also identified in
the literature exploring support to victim-
survivors.

There is a critical need to ensure that support
services are also provided by suitably qualified
trauma therapists. Glucklich and colleagues’
(2023) study of written testimonies, provided
by adults who had received therapy because of
child sexual abuse, identified that children
were retraumatised by being sent to therapy
with inadequately skilled clinicians who were
not trauma trained. The value of providing
specialised Child Advocacy Centre services
with  specialised clinicians is further
emphasised in seeking to overcome these
risks in the unregulated context of counselling
services within the general community. The
Courage Project may also offer a solution
through its provision of eHealth service
delivery.

Evaluation findings indicate that The Courage
Project has shown early positive outcomes,
suggesting its potential to make lasting
improvements in the mental health and trauma
recovery for young people across the Mackay,
Whitsunday, and Isaac regjons. The program is
effectively engaging its target population and
meeting its initial goals, supported by a skilled
and specialised team and access to strong
organisational resources. Its collaborative
approach—working with local sector partners
and community organisations—has
strengthened the region’s capacity to respond
to trauma-related mental health needs in
children. Additionally, the program’s
integration with Bravehearts’ wider services
has enabled a more holistic and coordinated
model of prevention, early intervention, and
treatment for childhood trauma (Bravehearts
Foundation, 2022). The Courage Project is
further described in Figure 9.
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The Courage Project is an initiative of Bravehearts that delivers a mental health service to
disadvantaged and disengaged children and young people (under the age of 14) that have
experienced trauma. The service uses evidence-based, trauma informed approaches to support
children and young people in their healing journey. The multidisciplinary team works with
children and young people individually plus their non-offending family members and support
services. The Courage Project provides two key interventions:

Counselling

The Courage Project’s specialist child counselling is tailored to meet the needs of the individual
and, where possible, the family. This may include:

¢ |Individual counselling and support;

e Family support;

¢ Protective behaviours and early intervention support; and

* Counselling support for children (aged 12 years or less) with harmful sexual behaviours.

Child and Family Advocacy

The Child and Family Advocate assists children and families in navigating and understanding the
service system and how to access supports to meet their needs. This includes but is not limited
to:

* Wraparound support for children and their families who meet the eligibility criteria for the
program;

* Working with the child to create a strengths-based individual plan and assisting them to
achieve the goals that they set;

* Assistance in navigating the tertiary and non-tertiary service systems including reporting to
police and/or Child Safety;

* Assistance in providing referrals to appropriate support services outside of the scope of The
Courage Project;

* Provide community engagement, training and education to meet the needs of the local
services and community; and

* Where appropriate, work in collaboration with a counsellor supporting the child and their
family.

Cultural appropriateness plays a critical role in
the effectiveness of mental health services,
particularly when working with diverse

Torres Strait Islander Peoples, the Western
construct of mental health is misaligned to
Indigenous  social emotional  wellbeing

populations. Standard "Western-style concepts, which also incorporate elements of
interventions" often require  significant spiritual wellness (Dudgeon et al., 2022). Many
adaptation to be relevant and respectful within children, especially those from cultural
different cultural contexts, such as those of backgrounds where discussing personal
First Nations communities (Rafferty, 2018, p. feelings is uncommon, often struggle to

252). For instance, a study focusing on
commercially trafficked children in Southeast

express their needs and concerns verbally.
Additionally, in some cultures, psychological,

Asia found that the term "healing" was more
culturally acceptable and better received than
"therapy," highlighting the importance of
language and conceptual framing in service
delivery (Rafferty, 2018). For Aboriginal and
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emotional, and spiritual experiences are not
viewed as separate from physical symptoms;
instead, trauma is understood and addressed
through its effects on the body as an integrated
whole (Rafferty, 2018). These findings
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underscore the need for culturally sensitive
approaches to ensure mental health
interventions are both accessible and
meaningful to the populations they aim to
support. Figure 10 visually represents how
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recommended that funding be provided for
First Nations healing approaches “as an
ongoing, integral part of advocacy and support
and treatment service system response...
these approaches should be evaluated in

cultural relevance can be considered in mental accordance with  culturally appropriate
health interventions. The Royal Commission methodologies” (p. 15).
Report (volume 9, Chapter 5) also
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Research Questions

managed?

context?

What methods are most effective in holding perpetrators accountable through prosecution,
rehabilitation, and/or reintegration programs, and how can risks posed by known offenders be

How do Australia’s practices for protecting children from sexual abuse compare with leading
international models, and what lessons can be adapted to improve outcomes in the Australian

Perpetrator accountability involves individual
and systemic actions. As a concept, it has been
“overused but under-examined” (Campbell et
al., 2016, p. 2). Perpetrator accountability, at
an individual level, refers to a person
acknowledging wrongdoing and taking
responsibility for the harm they have caused to
another. As a “complex, multi-layered and long-
term task” (Chung et al., 2020, p. 57),
accountability must be considered at “all
points” within the broader justice system, as
responsibility for perpetrator accountability
comes from a whole-of-community approach
(Campbell et al., 2016, p. 10). However,
different forms of accountability may conflict or
fail to align; accountability by the state can
prevent the perpetrator from taking personal
responsibility for their actions while also failing
to acknowledge the impact of violence on the
victim-survivor (Chung et al., 2020).

Accountability for perpetrators of child sexual
abuse offences is vital. Perpetrator
accountability is a component of addressing
child sexual abuse prevalence, supporting
victim-survivors and fostering a culture of
community safety. Accountability can occur at
all stages of the child sexual abuse conviction,
sentencing and release process: prosecution,
rehabilitation and reintegration programs can
all contribute to ensuring perpetrators are held
responsible for their behaviour. Such
interventions must be considerate of the
victim-survivor in the process while also
aligning with individual perpetrator needs. The
research emphasises the importance of
community in addressing child sexual abuse
and community is central to perpetrator
accountability.
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We were asked to consider perpetrator
accountability and the role of prosecution,
rehabilitation and reintegration programs in

holding perpetrators accountable. Firstly,
prosecution processes aim to ensure
accountability  through  imposing legal

consequences upon breaches of the criminal
law. Secondly, sex offender treatment
programs and other rehabilitation
opportunities can assist perpetrators to accept
responsibility for the harm they have caused
and reform their behaviour to prevent future
risk to the community. Thirdly, community
reintegration is the inevitable final step in
accountability, with varying initiatives and
opportunities for a perpetrator to be supported
in their desistance from offending while living
in  the community. Rehabilitation and
reintegration often work in tandem and, in fact,
rehabilitation  accounting for individual
perpetrator needs, in conjunction with
community reintegration, provides the best
desistance outcomes (MckKillop et al., 2022).
Four key findings relating to perpetrator
accountability, and how risks posed by known
perpetrators can be managed, are set out
below.

Community management policies are an
effective way to hold perpetrators accountable
while they are reintegrated back into the
community. Community management relates
to surveillance, monitoring and support for a
perpetrator after they have been released from
incarceration. Professionals’ perceptions of
community management policies, at a macro
level, found they can reduce reoffending and
have a deterrence role (Christensen et al.,
2022b). Abracen and Looman (2016), in a
Canadian study, recommended high-risk, high-
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needs perpetrators need a community
management strategy that incorporates multi-
disciplinary, integrative care involving emotion-
based coping strategies. In a multinational
systematic review, Christensen et al. (2022a)
found technology, such as remote monitoring
software, greatly assisted managing

perpetrators in the community as law
enforcement reported efficiencies and
perpetrators appreciated the opportunity to
evidence good behaviour. Figure 11 visually
outlines the key components of a community
management model.
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There is a clear link between rehabilitation and
reintegration. Reintegration programs, on their
own, have demonstrable desistance outcomes
for perpetrators in the short term; however, for
sustained effects long term, reintegration
should be combined with sexual offender
treatment programs to reduce recidivism
(McKillop et al., 2022). As such, rehabilitation
and reintegration are inextricably linked. In the
below findings, rehabilitation and reintegration
are considered separately, although we note
their value for perpetrator accountability when
combined.

Rehabilitation and reintegration practices,
however, can be challenging for the
community. Sexual offending, particularly
against child victim-survivors, generates strong
and absolute community condemnation
(Moritz et al., 2024). In fact, “people feel a

response before they deliberatively consider
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the issue” (Harper & Harris, 2017, p. 7;
Sanchez de Ribera et al., 2024). Courts will
often remove a perpetrator from the
community through imprisonment, as a risk
management tool, which protects community
vulnerabilities in the short term (Roberts et al.,
2024; Walton, 2021). Community members
prefer punishment and community protection
in response to child sexual abuse (Moritz et al.,
2024). Trends exist, such as in Poland, where
law reform is now favouring community
protection over reintegration for perpetrators
despite empirical evidence emphasising
resocialisation as a more effective response
(Bochenski, 2022). There is also some
community misunderstanding that
perpetrators of child sexual abuse cannot be
rehabilitated (Richards & McCartan, 2018).
Addressing and countering community
reluctance may be difficult but will be
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important to garner support for the longevity of
initiatives implemented.

Perpetrator accountability is a significant policy
consideration (D’Urso et al., 2023). Ultimately,
“community protection strategies may be
designed to manage public perceptions rather
than protect children” (Birgden, 2022, p. 620).
Mahoney et al., (2022) argue that politicians
and media have a role in encouraging a “more
progressive and inclusive agenda” which
challenges the problematic sexual offender
narratives and promotes more “holistic”
responses to support perpetrators (p.137).

It is worth noting the measure of
“effectiveness” is a challenging one. Research
will evaluate studies and initiatives based upon
set parameters within that research itself. As
such, there may be different understandings of
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effectiveness depending upon individual study
factors. In this Report, we have considered how
well the study met its aims, particularly in
relation to its effectiveness and its impact on
reducing reoffending or supporting perpetrator
accountability.

We note that many of the prosecution,
rehabilitation and reintegration strategies are
not targeted solely towards child sexual abuse
perpetrators. Initiatives and  research,
discussed below, generally apply to
perpetrators who have committed a sexual
offence against adults or children because the
research in relation to sexual violence is more
diverse and there is limited research, in some
areas, pertaining to child sexual abuse
specifically. Where there is specialist
application towards a child sexual abuse
perpetrator, it will be addressed specifically.

Finding 5: Prosecution processes should not place the burden of perpetrator accountability

on victim-survivors

There are several barriers that exist in
progressing a child sexual abuse complaint
from disclosure to police complaint. The legal
responses “to all forms of child sexual abuse
are hindered by low rates of reporting, charging
and prosecution, high attrition, fewer guilty
pleas and fewer convictions” (Dallaston &
Mathews, 2022, p. 80). While there are
significant barriers to disclosure beyond the
control of the criminal justice system as
highlighted in Finding 1, research successively
illustrates only a “small proportion” of reported
child sexual abuse matters “result in
prosecution and conviction, with a significant
drop-off at each stage of the criminal justice
process.” (Cashmore et al., 2020, p. 85). The
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses
to Child Sexual Abuse (2017) noted several
features of child sexual abuse cases which
limited these criminal justice responses,
including that complainants may be unwilling
to proceed or to provide evidence because the
system is not trauma-informed, prioritises the
needs of the perpetrator and often perpetuates
further harm. Where these barriers continue to
exist, they  will impede perpetrator
accountability as they decrease the likelihood
of a matter progressing to trial. Even when a
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victim-survivor is  willing to pursue
accountability of the perpetrator, the demands
and challenges of the evidence process,
including the perceived credibility and
reliability of the victim-survivor’s evidence, the
nature of how evidence is adduced, and the
potential impacts of cross examination on a
child can lead to the case being discontinued.

As such, there is a need to examine the existing
legal framework in responding to alleged
crimes of sexual abuse against children and
how it can hold perpetrators accountable. We
have not considered the role of sentencing on
perpetrator accountability, although note
rehabilitation and reintegration, which are
outcomes of the sentencing process, are
explored further below.

Legal framework for centring children’s safety
The perceived reliability of victim-survivor
evidence at trial has a significant impact on
whether a perpetrator is found guilty of an
offence. The capacity of a child victim-survivor
to “accurately, completely and consistently”
communicate their memory becomes key to
whether prosecution is successful (St George
et al., 2025). As child abuse allegations often
lack physical evidence, cases may turn on the
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perceived credibility of the victim-survivor’'s
testimony against that of the alleged
perpetrator (Fessinger et al., 2024). In many of
these cases, the victim-survivor is the only
witness (Fessinger et al., 2024). The means by
which victim-survivor testimony is captured,
examined and cross-examined contributes to
painting a picture of the offending and the
reliability of the victim-survivor's allegation.
Yet, research consistently finds the reliability of
child victim-survivor testimony may be reduced
by a failure of legal counsel to consider child
developmental barriers during questioning and
misunderstandings relating to the impacts of
trauma on children’s memory and recall
(Goodman-Delahunty et al., 2017).

The way in which evidence from child victim-
survivors is adduced, presented and
scrutinised has a significant impact on the
chances of  successful prosecutions.
International and national scholarship details
the varied challenges in navigating the trial
testimony of child-victim survivors in a
developmentally appropriate way, from
guestioning style (Denne et al., 2023) through
to their physical presentation. (Burrows &
Powell, 2014). This is primarily due to the
developmental differences of children, their
different styles of communication and the
complexities of trauma responses (Denne et
al., 2023). Scrutiny of testimony practices are
important to prevent the re-traumatisation of
victim-survivors (Dwarakanath, 2022) yet child
victim-survivor testimony is also so important
to the successful prosecution of a perpetrator.
In an analysis of the association between
interview quality and child sexual abuse trial
outcome using a sample of cases across three
Australian states, Pichler et al. (2020) found
“the number of child witness inconsistencies
was (marginally significantly) associated with
outcome” (p. 401). In this same study, Pilcher
and colleagues (2020) advocated a need to
look beyond only interview quality and its
association to child abuse trial outcomes,
highlighting “the importance of examining the
trial as a whole when investigating the
relationship between the child witness
interviews and the legal process” (p. 395).
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Evidentiary processes across Queensland
courts have broadly sought to enable the
considered presentation of testimony from
child victim-survivors. The Evidence Act 1977
(Qld) provides: “The affected child’s evidence-
in-chief must be given as a statement without
the child being called as a witness” (Evidence
Act 1977 (Qld) s 21AF(1)). This presentation of
documentary evidence as testimony is further
enabled by exceptions to hearsay doctrine
provided to child victim-survivors and
withesses under the Act (Evidence Act 1977
(Qld) s 93A). Unlike other jurisdictions which
struggle to uniformly apply child hearsay
exceptions (Dwarakanath, 2022), Queensland
law provides certainty for child withesses and
their advocates. As a result, pre-recorded
documentary  evidence, including  the
preliminary investigative interview of a child
victim-survivor conducted by police, may be
lead as a “93A statement” at trial, accounting
“for all or part of the complainant’s evidence-
in-chief” (Pichler et al., 2021, p. 939). This
documentary evidence may also be captured in
pre-recorded examination by legal counsel,
with child victim-survivors restricted from being
subject to cross-examination unless approved
by the court (Evidence Act 1977 (Qld) s
21AG(1)). Such arrangements may reduce
victim-survivors’ exposure to re-traumatisation
through the court process. However, in doing
so, these pre-recorded moments of testimony
increase in their significance, as it is these
encounters which jurors use to assess the
credibility of victim-survivors and their
allegations. As a result, perpetrator
accountability is linked to potentially formative
stages of the investigation, placing additional
weight on investigative interviews, as outlined
above in Finding 2.

Section 93A evidence can be quite diverse.
Section 93A statements might involve initial
interviews of child victim-survivors by police or
police in partnership with Department of Child
Safety Officers (see R v ABF [2021]). No matter
what form they take, as always, judges
maintain a broad discretion as to the
admissibility of evidence - including s 93A
statements. As noted, it has become
increasingly common practice for child victim-
survivors to have a s 93A statement account
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for part or all of their evidence-in-chief. Several
principles have been noted as relevant to the
conduct of a s 93A statement video interview:
(a) interviews “should concentrate upon
relevant and admissible material”; (b) “the
opinions which the complainant may have
about the defendant are not relevant to the
proof of charge”; (c) “the complainant should
not be asked to speculate about the
punishment of the defendant”; and (d) there is
no need to capture every word spoken between
officers and the complainant as officers need
to understand the nature of the complaint
(Horan v Ferguson [1995] 496-497, cited with
approval in R v RAK [2012] at [32]). Likewise,
the discretion of a judge to exclude a s 93A
statement remains if it is “inexpedient in the
interests of justice” (s 98); “unfair to the
person charged” (s 130) or if a public policy
consideration arises (“most likely concern for
the proper administration of criminal justice”:
R v FQ [2008] at [7]). A full analysis of s 93A
evidence being used, or excluded, in
Queensland has not been undertaken here.

Successive studies have observed barriers for
children to effectively, accurately and
completely respond to cross-examination. A
lack of understanding of legal terminology and
complex language (Sacau-Fontenla & Morais,
2024); the deployment of coercive questioning
tactics (Pichler et al., 2020); and leading and
suggestive questioning on cross-examination
(St. George et al., 2022; Westera et al., 2019)
all contribute. When inappropriate questions
are posed to a child withess, there is a
perceived need for the active intervention of
judges and prosecutors (Lee et al., 2025). As
Skinner (2020) notes, for questioning to
account  for  “developmentally  proven
approaches”, judges must effectively intervene
and implement them in the courtroom (p. 51).
Defence lawyers should not deliberately seek
to confuse or distress child witnesses;
however, their questioning often fails to align
with children's developmental stages (Westera
et al., 2019).

Reforming Queensland’s adversarial system

In Queensland, prosecution occurs in the legal
context of an adversarial court system. In the
adversarial system, the judicial officer is
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independent and impartial. Judicial officers
ensure both parties abide by the rules of
evidence and court procedure. Most notably in
this system, the decision of a judicial officer or
jury is confined to the issue(s) in dispute. A
court does not do its own investigation.
Additionally, a child victim-survivor is often
subjected to cross-examination. A study by
Westera and colleagues (2019) found that the
distinct objectives of cross-examination,
particularly its focus on challenging the
credibility of the witness and its frequent use of
leading questions, are misaligned with
established best-practice approaches to
interviewing children

The cross-examination of child complainants in
child sexual abuse proceedings in Queensland
remains a contentious issue, despite
legislative safeguards. Children often face
complex and intimidating questioning
techniques that can be traumatising and
difficult to comprehend, leading to emotional
distress and potential re-traumatisation
(Australian Institute of Criminology [AIC],
2003). While the Evidence Act 1977 (Qld)
prohibits unrepresented defendants from
personally cross-examining child witnesses
and requires applications to cross-examine at

committal hearings (Queensland Courts,
2004), defence lawyers may still employ
sophisticated tactics such as leading,

repetitive, and confusing questions to
undermine the child’s credibility (Cossins,
20009). These adversarial strategies,
sometimes described as “legitimated bullying”,
can have a profound psychological impact, and
studies have found that many children would
be unwilling to report abuse again due to their
court experiences (Australian Institute of
Criminology, 2003; Cashmore & Trimboli,
2005). Although reforms such as pre-recorded
evidence and remote testimony have been
introduced to reduce harm, ongoing concerns
persist that the adversarial nature of cross-
examination can still cause significant distress
and impede justice for child victims.

While changes to how child withesses provide
evidence or receive support in understanding
questioning may improve child victim-survivor
testimony, and therefore progress perpetrator
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accountability, these processes continue to
rely upon individual actors within the criminal
justice system to appreciate the
developmental differences of children. As the
recent research by Lee and colleagues (2025)
shows, however, different actors within the
Australian legal system perceive the
vulnerability of children differently, with
evidence suggesting defence lawyers tend to
overlook and/or ignore these factors. Stein and
colleagues (2025) highlight the challenge for
legal practitioners at trial in these moments, as
they must balance the trained, institutionally
ingrained techniques of cross-examination and
interrogation with the vulnerability of child
witnesses. While these observations reflect the
nature of the adversarial justice system, they
likewise suggest the need for further training
and support for legal professionals to
communicate in developmentally sound ways
and to significantly increase their knowledge to
demonstrate trauma-informed engagement
and understanding. These findings are
supported by findings from the Royal
Commission, which also identifies the impacts
on children’s perceived quality of evidence in
the context of poor knowledge and
understanding by police, lawyers, and judges
regarding trauma and its impact on memory
and recall (Royal Commission, 2017).

In other jurisdictions internationally, child
sexual abuse cases are prosecuted through
inquisitorial legal systems, which allocates the
judicial officer an active role to contribute to
the investigation process. Children are rarely
cross-examined in this system, although
questions can be posed to them. The most
advanced models internationally have adopted
the Barnahus model (Council of Europe, 2023).
The term "Barnahus," meaning "Children's
House" in English, originated in Iceland, the
first Nordic country to implement the model in
1998. The Icelandic Barnahus was inspired by
the Child Advocacy Centre (CAC) model, which
was developed in response to child sexual
abuse, beginning in Huntsville, Alabama, in
1985 (Johannason, 2017).

Both the CAC and Barnahus models follow the
"one door principle" (also referred to as the
"under one roof principle"), which emphasises
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that professionals should come to the child
rather than the child having to go to them. For
example, the Barnahus model has been
depicted as comprising four key areas: criminal
investigation, child protection, physical health,
and mental health, with a symbolic "roof" above
them representing knowledge (Johannason,
2017). A key aspect of the "one door principle"
is the aim to prevent repeated interviews and
interactions with multiple professionals in
settings that are not designed to meet
children's needs, thereby reducing the risk of
"secondary victimisation." Both the CAC and
Barnahus models are intended to be child-
friendly, child-centred, and sensitive, ensuring
that the process does not cause additional
harm. Preventing further victimisation of the
child during the criminal justice process is
often emphasised as a crucial goal (Skybak,
2004). This principle is primarily implemented
through the joint child investigative interview
(Guobrandsson, 2010), with the Barnahus
model incorporating a co-hearing process
where the interview is observed by
professionals in an adjacent monitoring room.
This allows for multi-professional observation
to avoid repeated questioning and ensures
that specialised expertise is utilised. Countries
that currently have a Barnahus style model
include Iceland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
Finland, Netherlands, Estonia, Belgium, and
Portugal. It is currently being introduced or
trialled in Ireland and provinces of Canada.
CACs were further explored in Finding 3 above.

A mapping study of the Council of Europe found
that,

[tlhe data clearly show that member
States where Barnahus or Barnahus-
type services are in place are able to
implement child-friendly  justice
standards more reliably and
systematically than member States
where these services do not exist. The
mapping study confirmed this for
specific standards concerning the
right of child victims to be heard in
criminal investigations and
proceedings (Council of Europe, 2023,
p. 99).
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A study in the United Kingdom also examining
the Barnahus model found that the merits of
this system disrupt existing conceptions and
roles of the welfare and criminal systems that
children are involved in, stating

a disruption will involve moving away
from a discourse that prioritises
criminal  justice processes and
outcomes and the rights of people who
have been accused of causing harm to
children over those focused on
upholding children’s rights, promoting
child safety, and supporting children in
recovering from their maltreatment
(Devaney et al., 2024, p. 1).

The Barnahus model shows so much promise
in reducing victim-survivor retraumatisation. A
reduction in the frequency of interviews,
medical examinations, and other assessments
involving children, coupled with improvements
in their timeliness and the assurance that such
procedures are carried out by highly trained
and experienced professionals, can
substantially mitigate the risk of secondary
victimisation experienced by child victim-
survivors and witnesses. These measures also
hold the potential to enhance the quality and
reliability of evidence collection within criminal
justice proceedings and to facilitate the
meaningful participation of children in such
processes. The Barnahus model, as an
integrated and child-centred approach to
justice, provides a demonstrable example of
how these outcomes can be achieved while
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upholding the legal rights of both victim-
survivors and perpetrators. The mapping study
published by the Council of Europe (2023)
stated, “Barnahus is a driver of change towards
child-friendly justice and an illustration of the
interesting dynamic circularity of innovative
practice, standard-setting and jurisprudence”
(p. 99).

Adopting a Barnahus model does not reduce or
lessen perpetrator accountability or the
robustness of associated legal processes in
any way. The collaborative, multidisciplinary
approach of the Barnahus model allows for
timely and integrated decision-making,
reducing the risk of inconsistencies, and
enhancing the legal admissibility of the child’s
account (Devaney et al., 2024). The early and
active involvement of prosecutors ensures that
the interview is conducted in a way that aligns
with evidentiary standards, increasing the
likelihood of charges being laid and sustained
in court. The model leads to stronger testimony
and more robust evidence. Evidence from
jurisdictions using the Barnahus model
suggests it contributes to higher rates of
prosecution and conviction, demonstrating its
effectiveness in ensuring that child sexual
abuse perpetrators are held accountable
within a trauma-informed and legally sound
framework (Children’s Commissioner for
England, 2017). Figure 12 visually depicts the
key differences between Queensland’s
adversarial model and the proposed Barnahus
model.
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Finding 6: Rehabilitation works most effectively when it is responsive to individual

perpetrator needs.

Rehabilitation refers to treatment or behaviour
correction to reduce the reoccurrence of a
crime. In Queensland specifically,
rehabilitation is also one of the purposes of
sentencing following a criminal conviction
(Penalties and Sentences Act 1992 s 9(1)(b)).
Rehabilitation can be distinguished from the
removal of a perpetrator from the community
by physically or situationally preventing
ongoing behaviour such as through
imprisonment, and deterrence, aimed to
disincentivise offending (Forsberg & Douglas,
2022): imprisoning or deterring a perpetrator
are alternative methods to prevent offending,
or encourage desistance, but do not address
the cause of the behaviour itself as
rehabilitation does.

Szumski and colleagues (2016) argue for three
levels of interactions to support perpetrator
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rehabilitation. Firstly, a whole of societal
educative response condemning sexual
violence. Secondly, interactions aimed towards
potential perpetrators who have an interest in,
or are engaged in, child sexual abuse and who
have not been detected. Thirdly, treatment and
supervision of  convicted perpetrators
throughout the criminal justice process
including during their sentence, post sentence
and active support in community reintegration.
As such, rehabilitation responses must be
embedded within the broader social and
systemic environment that is both preventative
and supportive. Without a surrounding context
that challenges the normalisation of sexual
violence and supports desistance, individual
rehabilitation efforts are likely to be
undermined. An integrated strategy, therefore,
requires cross-sector collaboration between
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justice, health, education, and community
services, aligning therapeutic, regulatory, and
educative responses to create a cohesive
system of prevention and accountability.

Rehabilitation considerations, in the literature,
are comprehensive and diverse. There are two
main system features which can assist to hold
perpetrators accountable through
rehabilitation. Sex offender treatment and
restorative justice are options for further
consideration. Rehabilitation must also be
unique to the needs of diverse perpetrators
including women, children and young people
and First Nations People. Each of these system
features are addressed below.

Treatment

Sexual offender treatment programs (SOTP)
are a model of rehabilitation. A SOTP
encourages a perpetrator to take responsibility
for the harm they have caused and be
accountable to the community, using evidence-
based strategies. Various therapies can be
provided including cognitive behavioural
therapy (identifying and changing thinking and
behaviour to improve wellbeing);
psychotherapy (addressing psychological,
emotional, and behavioural issues through
conversations with a professional); and skill
therapy (using practical skills to manage
thoughts, emotions and behaviours) (Pal,
2022). Emotional and relational skills are an
important tool to reduce recidivism (D’Urso et
al.,, 2023). Individualised rehabilitation is
needed for sex offenders given the different
causes and motivations for offending; for
example, perpetrators with paedophilia (a
sexual interest in children) have unique
treatment needs (Rodrigues et al., 2023).
SOTP are usually administered during the
perpetrator’s period of imprisonment although
can be delivered in community settings.

Child sexual perpetrator treatment is diverse,
and comprehensive research exists evaluating
SOTPs. Various factors can impact upon
success including treatment duration, types
and amounts of medications prescribed and
treatment program composition and
sequencing (McKillop & Rayment-McHugh,
2025). Cognitive behavioural therapy features
strongly and favourably in the literature
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(DeSorcy, 2016; Harrison et al., 2020; Walton,
2021). Cognitive behavioural treatment can be
delivered according to two contemporary
rehabilitation models:  the Risk-Need-
Responsivity (RNR) Model and the Good Lives
Model (GLM). RNR, originally conceptualised in
Canada, targets the perpetrator's risk of
reoffending, their treatment needs and
considers how the treatment should be
delivered (Birgden, 2020). The GLM derives
from Australia and New Zealand and is a
clinical approach to perpetrator rehabilitation.
Physical, social and psychological wellbeing
are all considered (Birgden, 2020). Sexual
offender treatment generally involves cognitive
behavioural therapy, multisystemic therapy (an
intensive therapy addressing the multiple,
interconnected factors, across family, peers,
and community, that contribute to offending
behaviour (Borduin, 2009)), and community-
based reintegration, with both successful and
unsuccessful programs incorporating these
elements (Prenzler et al., 2023).

Undertaking treatment has a positive impact
on preventing recidivism for perpetrators.
Sexual offenders who engaged with treatment,
whether or not they completed it, experienced
the benefit of desistance and increased time to
the next offence (McKillop et al.,, 2022).
Treatment programs tailored to an individual
perpetrator, in conjunction with community
reintegration, provided the best desistance
outcomes (McKillop et al., 2022). In fact,
Rayment-McHugh and colleagues (2022)
argue that understanding how programs work
in  “real world” settings is particularly
important, given individual, program, and
system factors can influence program success
(p. 149). There are many examples of
successful treatment programs reducing
recidivism for sexual perpetrators, both
domestic and international (McKillop et al.,
2022; Olver et al., 2021; Prenzler et al., 2023).
However, there are few examples of treatment
programs specific to perpetrators of child
sexual offences and no recent evaluations.
Prenzler and colleagues’ (2023) evaluation of
successful programs featured three programs
for child sex offenders, and none of them were
evaluated in the previous ten years, within this
project’'s timeframe. An area for further
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research includes recent evaluations of
treatment programs for perpetrators of child
sexual abuse offences.

As outlined above, treatment programs must
be responsive to individual perpetrator needs.
The unique characteristics and backgrounds
for some perpetrators mean that targeted
support should be considered. This is
especially the case for women, children and
young people, and First Nations People who
have committed child sexual abuse offences.

Females

Motivating factors and behaviours amongst
female perpetrators are different to their male
counterparts (Pflugradt et al., 2018). As such,
rehabilitation opportunities should also be
unique and targeted. There is very little
research on female perpetrators and the
effective rehabilitation and treatment options
(Priebe et al., 2024a; Priebe et al., 2024b;
Weinsheimer et al., 2017). In an Australian
study of 18 female perpetrators and 25
practitioners, Priebe and colleagues (2025a)
identified that essential features of
rehabilitative programs for women sentenced
for child sexual abuse include flexible
treatment methods, re-imagined treatment
settings and positive alliances which included
therapeutic and mentorship components. They
also identified that program continuity was
particularly  important for  maintaining
rehabilitation efforts. Van der Put (2015)
suggested existing offender treatment
programs for women and targeted at female
perpetrators who had committed non-sexual
offences could be extended for sexual
perpetrators in the absence of specialised
sexual offender treatment programs. Despite a
clear need for female perpetrator treatment
opportunities, “system-level barriers,
inadequate expertise and tools, and
obstructive perceptions and attitudes” impede
program delivery (Priebe et al., 2025b, p. 164).

Children and young people

It has long been accepted that rehabilitation for
children and young people should be different
to adult perpetrators. This is reflected in
Australian courts’ approaches, generally,
favouring rehabilitative and reform-oriented

A hiNe

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

consequences for children and young people
who demonstrate harmful sexual behaviours
as opposed to deterrent or punitive outcomes;
as the perpetrator approaches adulthood, the
courts are stricter in applying a more punitive
approach (Warner & Bartels, 2015). There has
been an increase in child sexual abuse
perpetrated by children and young people in
Australia in recent years (Mathews et al.,,
2025). Children and young people have greater
variability in offending behaviours,
psychosocial backgrounds (that is, the
influence of psychological factors and social
environment on their wellbeing) and risk of
reoffending than adults (Krause et al., 2020).
Most children and young people who
demonstrate harmful sexual behaviours do not
continue sexual offending into adulthood (Ryan
& Otonichar, 2016). Research indicates that
while some children and young people engage
in coercive or harmful sexual behaviours, the
majority do not continue sexually abusive
behaviour into adulthood when provided with
appropriate support and intervention. These
behaviours are often developmentally distinct
from adult sexual offending and may reflect
issues such as exposure to trauma, poor sexual
boundaries, or psychosocial immaturity rather
than entrenched deviance (Ryan & Otonichar,
2016). Longitudinal studies suggest that with
timely therapeutic intervention, many young
people displaying coercive sexual behaviours
can develop healthy sexual attitudes and
relationships over time (Tidefors et al., 2019).
The literature emphasises the importance of
differentiating between normative sexual
exploration, problematic behaviours, and
abusive conduct, as well as avoiding
assumptions of inevitable criminal trajectories.
A developmentally informed, trauma-aware
approach is essential to supporting
rehabilitation and preventing future harm. As
noted previously, considering children and
young people who demonstrate harmful
behaviours is beyond the scope of this Report
and further research is warranted in this space.

First Nations and Indigenous Peoples

First Nations People who perpetrate sexual
offences face unique challenges in relation to
rehabilitation options. In a study of sex
offender treatment and reintegration programs
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in Queensland, MckKillop et al. (2022) identified
that First Nations prisoners were twice as likely
to return to custody after release because of
recidivism than their non-Indigenous
counterparts. The “compounding effects of
social disadvantage” are risk factors that
contribute to reoffending including substance
abuse, unemployment, lack of education,
anger and violence, and health deficits (Willis
& Moore, 2008, p. 32-36). Further, First
Nations People who perpetrate sexual offences
were also less likely to complete sex offender
treatment programs (McKillop et al., 2022).
Poorer outcomes in treatment program
completions stemmed from an overreliance on
Western clinical knowledge with a lack of
culturally relevant content as well as poor
cultural safety (Rayment-McHugh et al., 2025).

Rehabilitation must be culturally responsive
and appropriate for it to be effective for First
Nations perpetrators. Where culturally tailored
programs are not available, First Nations
perpetrators are reluctant to engage (Rayment-
McHugh et al.,, 2022). As such, specialist
cultural components are explicitly linked to
First Nations engagement in treatment
programs (Smallbone et al., 2009). More
specifically, therapeutic engagements should
include Indigenous support staff, soliciting
feedback from cultural representatives on
program composition, Elder endorsement of
programs and consultation with cultural
advisors (Smallbone et al., 2009).

Canada has had some success in cultural
responsivity. Clearwater Program, in Canada,
for example, incorporated Indigenous Elders
into sex offender treatment, consultation and
cultural services for Indigenous perpetrators
(Olver et al., 2021). Further, the Tupiq program,
offers an 18-week evidence-based program
incorporating cultural traditions and delivered
in Inuktitut, the Indigenous language (Stewart
et al., 2014). The program is delivered to
perpetrators, while incarcerated, and focuses
on release planning including awareness of
individual  experience, responsibility for
behaviour and relationships to others. In
evaluating the program, Stewart and
colleagues (2014) found lower rates of
recidivism in a three year follow up period when
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compared to recidivism rates  from
perpetrators completing an alternative SOTP in
the same time period (or not having attended
any SOTP).

Restorative justice

Restorative justice has been proposed as an
accountability mechanism with application to
child sexual abuse matters. Restorative justice
is an alternative approach to criminal justice
that focuses on repairing harm caused by
criminal behaviour (Drost et al., 2015). It brings
together perpetrators, victim-survivors, and
community members in a non-adversarial
process to address the aftermath of a crime
and its future implications (Braithwaite, 2000).
As such, it addresses crime from an
environmental level, considering the impacts
of crime on the broader community (Umbreit &
Armour, 2011). Key elements include
identifying and repairing harm, involving all
stakeholders, and transforming traditional
relationships between communities and
government in responding to crime (Drost et
al.,, 2015; Purba et al., 2024). Restorative
justice programs often include victim-survivor
mediation, conferencing and/or circles (Gal,
2011; Van Ness, 2017). In fact, Circles of
Accountability and Support are a key
restorative approach which we address further
in Finding 8 below. This approach aims to
restore victim-survivors, perpetrators, and
communities by addressing harm caused by
the offence, which may include emotional harm
or financial losses (Braithwaite, 2000).

The restorative justice process offers victim-
survivors an opportunity to express the impact
of the crime, get answers, and gain closure
(Umbreit et al., 1999). However, concerns have
been raised about trivialising violence and the
potential to revictimise victim-survivors
(McAlinden, 2017; McGlynn et al.,, 2012),
especially where those victim-survivors are
children (Gal & Moyal, 2011). Hence, for
restorative justice to be potentially effective,
certain criteria must be met, including
adequate preparation, victim-led services, and
appropriate timing (Wager, 2013). Parents
deciding for their children and monopolising
the conference, and bad facilitation, can
impact upon children’s experiences in
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conferencing (Gal & Moyal, 2011). While more
research is needed, existing evidence suggests
that restorative justice can meet the needs of
child victim-survivors, as well as perpetrators
and communities, when applied thoughtfully
and with adequate resources (Koss & Achilles,
2008; McMahon et al., 2018; Wager, 2013).

Restorative justice offers numerous benefits
for perpetrators of harm and the community. It
provides an opportunity for perpetrators to
accept responsibility for their actions and make
amends to those they have harmed (Briskey,
2021; Garkawe, 1999). This can encourage
rehabilitation and potentially reduce
reoffending rates (Bidois, 2016), which is of
benefit to the community. Of particular
relevance to cases of sexual abuse, restorative
justice enables perpetrators to gain insight into
their offending behaviour and work towards
repairing the damage caused by their actions
in a controlled environment (Bidois, 2016;
Briskey, 2021). Thus, restorative justice can be
an effective accountability tool which
contributes to breaking the cycle of abuse
against children (McAlinden, 2017). For First
Nations Peoples, restorative justice can reduce
the incidence of crime and address systemic
disadvantage experienced by First Nations
Peoples; Price and colleagues (2025) warns
that a “one-size-fits-most” model would not be
effective as active participation requires a
tailored approach for community members (p.
11).

Restorative justice has been found to be
particularly impactful for children and young
people who demonstrate harmful sexual
behaviours. Purba and colleagues (2024)
suggest children and young people who
perpetrate sexual offences should be dealt
with “in a dignified manner with guidance and
education, so that children’s rights are not
neglected” and restorative justice processes
can provide that avenue (p. 1216). In a
recidivism study of children and young people
with harmful sexual behaviours, perpetrators
who had undergone conferencing rather than
court processes showed much slower rates of
recidivism although sexual offences were not
solely targeted towards child sexual offences
(Daly et al., 2013).
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Restorative justice conferencing can operate
within the criminal justice system or
independently (Bolitho & Freeman, 2016).
Within the criminal justice system, restorative
justice does not need to exist as an alternative
avenue to prosecution and sentencing, and it
can sit parallel to court process; it can be used
as a diversionary mechanism away from court
intervention as well, although this is less likely
with sexual offending. When parties seek
restorative justice independently, they will
organise (and fund) conferencing themselves
which may occur because of victim-survivor
dissatisfaction arising from prosecution
outcomes, or where a matter does not proceed
to prosecution, for example. In this way,
conferencing being open to all victim-survivors,
whether or not their matter has proceeded to
court, allows “more victims to achieve ‘justice’”
(Bolitho & Freeman, 2016, p. 46).

In Queensland, restorative justice conferencing
is available for harms caused by young people
and adults (see Queensland Government,
2018). Restorative justice in cases of child
sexual abuse remains controversial (Ost,
2016). There is reluctance for legal
practitioners to engage with restorative justice
in the case of sexual violence, even where the
abuse is committed against adult victim-
survivors (Marsh & Wager, 2015), because of
power differentials between parties (Bolitho &
Freeman, 2016). Cossins cautions about
potential risks of retraumatisation to victim-
survivors (Cossins, 2008).

However, restorative justice provides victim-
survivors with a choice and allows them to
confront perpetrators in a way controlled by
them. To counter the loss of power victim-
survivors experience in sexual violence, Bolitho
and Freeman (2016) suggest there are “three
potentially powerful mechanisms for emotional
and behavioural change” arising from
restorative justice processes which include:

the ability to speak to an experience (this is
about narrative and voice); to bear witness to
this narrative (this is about validation and
accountability); and to reflect on the future
(which is a pragmatic plan addressing the
immediate and longer term impacts) (p. 9).
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Restorative justice shows promise in
addressing child sexual abuse cases, offering
potential healing and justice for victim-
survivors, while  supporting  perpetrator
reintegration, in the right circumstances. Early
studies suggested restorative justice can meet
victim-survivor's needs for empowerment,
answers, and closure (Koss & Achilles,
2008; Umbreit et al., 1999); with restorative
justice programs being proposed for utilisation
in cases of historic institutional child sexual
abuse (Al Alosi, 2021) or child sexual abuse
more generally (Daly, 2008). Wager (2013)
reported that restorative justice meetings
between victim-survivors and their abusers had
contributed to the victim-survivors’ recovery
process. Additionally, some victim-survivors
may express a desire to confront their abusers
as part of their justice needs, which may
contribute to feeling validated (Bluett-Boyd &
Fileborn, 2019). This could be particularly
important in cases of intrafamilial child sexual
abuse and where an ongoing relationship
between the perpetrator and victim-survivor
may exist.

There is limited research on restorative justice
practices being used in the circumstances of a
child sexual abuse offence although it is a
developing area requiring further research. No
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research considers age of children and
appropriateness  of  restorative  justice
according to age. Very young children’s
cognitive and emotional development, as well
as their vulnerability, would likely make
restorative justice processes challenging
although this would not necessarily be
impossible to overcome. Bolitho and Freeman
(2016) identified restorative justice programs
which have completed cases relating to child
sexual abuse: South Australian Family
Conferencing, Project Restore Specialist
Sexual Violence Service, Community Holistic
Circle Healing Program, Victim Offender
Conferencing (Corrective Services NSW), Cedar
Cottage Pre-Trial Diversion Program and Family
Group Decision Making Demonstration Project.
Restorative justice conferencing cases, across
these programs, involved children of all ages
from 3 up to 18 (and for adults responding to
historical child sexual abuse). Restorative
justice practices have also been used in Fiji
with  Indigenous child sexual abuse
perpetrators although no evaluation has been
published to determine efficacy (Whitehead &
Roffee, 2016). Further research and
evaluation on the appropriateness of
restorative justice for child sexual abuse
matters is recommended, especially in relation
to younger children.

Finding 7: Targeted community reintegration of perpetrators can reduce recidivism despite

conflicting with community expectations

Community reintegration refers to the support
offered to perpetrators, who have previously
been incarcerated, to re-enter the community
after their release. Reintegration, broadly, can
lead to an increase in community safety as
there is less reoffending. It enables perpetrator
wellbeing as perpetrators are better supported
to re-enter society as productive citizens.
Reintegration can also be more cost effective
for the government because the government is
not funding imprisonment and supported
reintegration reduces reoffending which has
financial benefits as well (Richards et al.,
2020). Reintegration, in conjunction with
sexual offender treatment programs, produces
the best desistance outcomes for perpetrators
(McKillop et al., 2022). Desistance refers to an
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individual  disconnecting from  criminal
behaviour (Purohit et al., 2024). In terms of risk
management, community reintegration for
perpetrators is a powerful tool.

Research has identified the importance of
thoughtful and targeted community
reintegration for child sexual abuse
perpetrators. Most perpetrators will be
released into the community following their
sentencing, so supported reconnection in the
community gives perpetrators the best
likelihood of success at desistance from
offending (Anne-Marie, 2016; Walvisch et al.,
2019). Further, social inclusion as a response
to child sexual offending has a strong evidence-
base (Birgden, 2020). The longer a perpetrator
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lives in the community without reoffending, the
less likely it is that they will reoffend according
to a United States of America study (Zgoba &
Mitchell, 2021). As such community
reintegration that allows perpetrators to forge
strong social and relationship connection is
preferred.

Technology-assisted management of
perpetrators in the community allows law
enforcement to better manage perpetrators in
the community and respond to issues as they
arise. In a Rapid Evidence Assessment
regarding police management of child sexual
perpetrators in the community, Christensen
and colleagues (2022a) found technology-
assisted management, such as electronically
monitoring bracelets, computer scans, and
remote monitoring software, show promise to
support community reintegration; and called
for further research to better inform policing in
this area. A Californian study of registered sex
offenders was found to be “marginally less
likely to abscond” when they were monitored
with GPS (Turner et al., 2015). Digital tools are
also used in corrections to assist in managing
Australian perpetrators (Ross et al., 2023). As
such, technology can assist in managing risks
posed by known perpetrators.

There are several barriers which can be

problematic  for  successful community
reintegration. McAlinden (2016) identified
individual and  structural barriers  for

reintegration, namely self-motivation and
social or economic disadvantages respectively.
Social isolation was found to have a strong
correlation with recidivism amongst a cohort of
immigrant adolescent male perpetrators in
Sweden (Tidefors et al., 2019). First Nations
People who perpetrate child sexual abuse
offences also face unique reintegration
barriers including dislocation from community
and Country; racism; and ostracism (Bennett et
al., 2025).

Labelling practices can be problematic for
successful community reintegration (Walton,
2021). Labelling can cause perpetrators,
especially young people, to act in accordance
with the label assigned to them because they
are fulfilling the community’s expectations of
themselves, increasing the risk of recidivism
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(Bosetti & Fix, 2024). In fact, labelling has been
found to be obstructive to successful
reintegration (Anne-Marie, 2016). Labels can
be perceived as stigmatising and reduce the
labelled person to the label assigned, therefore
undermining efforts towards rehabilitation and
cessation of offending behaviour (Willis,
2018).

Reintegration is uncomfortable for the

community. Community members can
experience fear from the possibility of
perpetrators reoffending, often fuelled by

media portrayals and misunderstandings
about perpetration as well as a preference for
more punitive criminal justice responses
(Tuschick et al., 2025). Another significant
community concern relates to housing
perpetrators, and the risk of having a child
sexual abuse perpetrator living adjacent to
them; the potential proximity to neighbourhood
children is relevant because of the perceived
risk community members have (Tuschick et al.,
2025). Napier and colleagues (2018) have
identified a correlation between registered sex
offender addresses and deflated property sale
prices in an area, suggesting that sex offenders
being identified in the community causes the
perception of increased danger in that area.
Ultimately, reintegration requires community
education as well as surveillance and support
for perpetrators returning to the community.

Reintegration is a long-term public safety
measure which needs prioritisation (Roberts et
al.,, 2024). Community reintegration can be
successfully and safely implemented using
existing evidence-based techniques focused
upon building community, such as Circles of
Support and Accountability or Cultural
Mentoring Programs, which are explored
further in Finding 8. Sex offender registration
and notification is less successful at achieving
desistance amongst the cohort. Public
registration and notification exclude and vilify
perpetrators (Duwe, 2015), whereas
accountability and support programs recognise
the “social context of offending”, promoting the
“notion of ‘community’ as a powerful tool”
(Richards & Biron, 2024). While community
support of perpetrator reintegration may not be
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immediately forthcoming,
recidivism must take priority.

preventing

Registration and notification

Sex offender registration is a technique for
facilitating community reintegration following
child sexual abuse offending. Registration can
involve public registries, where community
members can access personal perpetrator
information; and non-public registries, where
information is recorded for the purposes of law
enforcement but where the public does not
have unfettered access (Napier et al., 2018).
Registration can be implemented as a risk
management strategy that seeks to prevent
and reduce sexual offending, especially with
child sexual abuse (Simmons, 2019). In the
case of public registries, registration and
notification is intended to raise public
awareness of dangers in the community (Bailey
& Klein, 2018).

International examples of sex offender
registration, which allows public access to
identifiable perpetrator information, exist. The
United States of America, South Korea, and the
Maldives facilitate a public register (Hall,
2019). The United States of America
implemented stringent nation-wide registration
and notification allowing any member of the
public to access names and addresses of
perpetrators, with individual states also
prescribing additional requirements specific to
that jurisdiction (Sharma & Kewaliya, 2024).
Registration also applies to children and young
people who perpetrate sexual offences in the
United States of America, which Walker
Sterling (2015) argues is problematic because
children should be treated differently from
adults on account that “all children, no matter
what they have done, can be redeemed” (p.
315). Community support for registration and
notification in the United States of America is
high despite the low success at preventing
recidivism  (Connor, 2020). India has
implemented a non-public register for law
enforcement access which includes personal
identifying details, location and level of danger
to the community (Sharma & Kewaliya, 2024).

Sex offender registration, using either public or
non-public registers, causes fear without
preventing child sexual abuse or reducing
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recidivism. It only captures those perpetrators
who have been detected and convicted, which
is a smaller cohort than the perpetrators who
have committed child sexual abuse. Registries
rely upon perceptions of safety without
necessarily reducing community fear levels
(Napier et al., 2018). Apart from a small
deterrent effect for first-time perpetrators, an
Australian Institute of Criminology study found
public sex offender registries do not reduce
recidivism (Napier et al., 2018). Another United
States of America study conducted a meta-
analysis over a 25-year period and found
registration did not deter or decrease sexual
offending behaviour (Zgoba & Mitchell, 2021).

While registration is not intended to be
punitive, there can be significant
consequences for perpetrators, especially

where those perpetrators are adolescents
(Sterling, 2015).

Registration and notification practices are a
significant barrier to successful community
reintegration. Disintegrative shaming labels a
person as bad because of their actions
(Braithwaite, 1989). Humiliation and
disrespect, through disintegrative shaming,
which focuses on the person, rather than their
acts (Edelman, 2017), can undermine
rehabilitation efforts and increase recidivism
(McAlinden, 2017). In fact, registration
specifically prevents community reintegration
because the perpetrators remain separate to
the community (Sharma & Kewaliya, 2024).
Szumski and colleagues (2016) argue
registration is a populist, political, and
emotional response lacking empirical support.

Other unanticipated effects from registration
also arise from public and non-public registries.
Cost and resourcing, especially for law
enforcement, is considerable (Napier et al.,
2018) with Australian police, themselves,
expressing concern about being unable to
meet the community’s high expectations of
registration (Masters & Kebbell, 2019). In one
United States of America study, young people
convicted of sexual offences, and registered on
the public register, experienced detrimental
and unintended consequences, especially
those from racial or ethnic groups who are
disproportionately represented (Bosetti & Fix,
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2024). These consequences included poor
mental health and social isolation, especially
because the stigma attached to registration
could cause those young people to act in
accordance with society’s expectations of
themselves and reoffend, perpetuating an
ongoing circle of offending (Bosetti & Fix,
2024). The perpetrator and their family
members can also be targeted by acts of
vigilantism (Christensen et al., 2022b; Janus,
2016). As such, registration and notification
practices should not be supported.

Australian sex offender registration and
notification, so far, is primarily enabled through
non-public registration. There is a national
child offender registration scheme that
requires perpetrators to report personal details
to local police when they re-enter the
community and local police, then, record and
share child offender information centrally
(Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission,
2025). The national scheme is managed locally
according to state and territory legislation
which establishes the scope and requirements
for the register in each jurisdiction. While the
general principles of the national scheme are
consistent, there are implementation
variations across jurisdictions. The Queensland
register was established under the Child
Protection (Offender Reporting and Offender
Prohibition Order) Act 2004 (Qld). In
Queensland, the Child Protection (Offender
Reporting and Registration) Act 2004 governs
sex offender registration practices and
requires registrants to inform police of their
whereabouts and personal details for the
period of registration. The scope of registration
practices across Australia have been
broadened over previous years including police
powers, registrable offences and perpetrator
conditions (Bartels et al., 2019). The Australian
community is generally supportive of
registration (Bartels et al., 2021).

Western Australia has implemented a public
register, known as the Community Protection
Offender Register, with restricted conditions for
accessing adult sex offender information
(Community Protection (Offender Reporting)
Act 2004 (WA) s 81). Members of the public
who harass or create animosity towards a sex
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offender, or share photos or information they
access without permission, can be prosecuted
for a criminal offence. The legislation
prescribes for guidelines to be developed to
closely govern access to sex offender
information (ss 81-82). These guidelines set
out three tiers for information disclosure:

e Tier 1 - Missing offenders: Community
members can access information about
sex offenders who have breached their
reporting obligations, provided false or
misleading information to the police or
where police do not know their location.
Tier 1 provides a public safety opportunity
for community members to be vigilant
about sex offenders who have not
cooperated with their reporting
obligations;

e Tier 2 - Locality: Access is restricted to
Western Australian residents who can only
obtain information about sex offenders
residing within their “residential locality”;
that is, because access is for enhanced
public safety and awareness, residents
can only access information relevant to
the area around where they live. Such a
restriction gives community members
information that is only relevant to them;

o Tier 3 - Disclosure: Parents or guardians
of children can request information about
adults who have regular contact with their
children to establish whether those adults
are registered sex offenders. Tier 3 allows
carers to check that their children are not
exposed to registered sex offenders
(Government of Western Australia, 2025).

Importantly, while the Community Protection
Offender Register provides limitations on
community members having unfettered access
to sex offender information, caution is still
advised. As mentioned above, the register may
invite a false sense of safety in community
members. Where Tier 2 or 3 information is
accessed and community members do not
establish registered sex offenders living in their
area or having contact with their children, they
may cease to be vigilant. The register records
convicted sex offenders; adults who may be at
risk of harming children, yet have not been
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detected or convicted, will not be identified and
could still cause harm to children.

We note Queensland has proposed to
implement “Daniel’s Law”, establishing a
public sex offender register at the end of 2025.
While a Queensland sex offender register is not
an evidence-based solution to sex offender
reintegration, there are opportunities to
facilitate it in a way that is likely to achieve
better desistance outcomes. For example,
Simmons (2019) suggests the judiciary should
be responsible for determining registration
conditions rather than imposing standard
conditions on all perpetrators as unnecessarily
restrictive conditions can result in “secondary
offences for non-deviant behaviour” (p. 792).
Additionally, a more nuanced, risk-based
approach, such as a tiered system where only
high-risk offenders are subject to public
disclosure, would better balance community
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protection with individual rehabilitation, as
evidenced in models used in jurisdictions like
the United Kingdom (Richards, 2011). In
addition, including an independent oversight
mechanism to review registration decisions
can ensure proportionality, protect against
arbitrary or indefinite listings, and provide
incentives for perpetrators to engage in
treatment and pro-social behaviour (Kemshall
& Weaver, 2012). Integrating supportive
reintegration measures, such as access to
housing, employment, and therapeutic
services, is also crucial, as research
consistently shows that desistance is more
likely when individuals are socially supported
rather than publicly shamed (McAlinden,
2006). To further reduce risks of harm,
legislative safeguards should also prohibit the
misuse of registry information and include
penalties for harassment or vigilantism
(Simmons, 2019).

Finding 8: Innovative programs targeted towards building community are proven
reintegration techniques to promote desistance

There are four key initiatives that have been
trialled in Australia and/or internationally,
which have positive perpetrator accountability
outcomes. Circles of  Support and
Accountability, Support and Awareness
Groups, Cultural Mentoring Programs and
Chaperone programs have all been proposed
as opportunities for perpetrator community
reintegration. These innovative programs
manage the risk of perpetrators in the
community through supporting them to
become productive citizens. Importantly, these
programs all foster relationship development

amongst perpetrators and rely upon
community member involvement. Social
support is  essential for perpetrator

reintegration (Braden et al., 2012). In this way,
the programs build community as the
community shares responsibility in
reintegrating perpetrators and reintegration is
done at a community level. Each of these
programs will be explored further below.

Circles of Support and Accountability
Connectedness is essential for successful
community reintegration. Productive
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relationships, religion and support groups were
found to contribute positively to reintegration
(Tuschick et al., 2024). Relationships with
others “form the bedrock of accountability”
according to Mills (2015, p. 393) so
perpetrators need to be able to form, and
maintain, productive relationships. Family
roles are considered “vital” (McAlinden, 2016,
p. 17). Connectedness can also be created
through broader support networks such as
Circles of Support and Accountability.

A Circle of Support and Accountability (CoSA) is
a restorative process that allows community
reintegration with an element of surveillance
for community protection. Using structured and
regular meetings, a perpetrator (known as a
“core member”) is mentored and supported by
a team of volunteers who are further supported
by other professionals. Richards and
colleagues (2020) suggest CoSAs “challenge”
perpetrator views about violence against
children including child sexual abuse. CoSAs
are a long-term strategy to reduce and prevent
perpetrator recidivism (p. 6). In fact, they can
operate for one to three years to provide
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support to an individual perpetrator. There are
two main purposes of CoSAs: to support
perpetrator reintegration into the community
and to reduce the recurrence of sexual
offending (Bartels et al.,, 2019). They have
proven benefits of improving perpetrator

Professionals Wolunteers

. i l
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Circle Coordinator ] Core Member

Volunteers are a crucial element of CoSAs.
Trained volunteers support the perpetrator to
engage in community activities while also
monitoring their behaviour and reporting
concerns (Birgden, 2020). In fact, this
surveillance role allows volunteers to report
trigger behaviours so that extra support can be
provided prior to offending (McCartan 2016;
McCartan et al.,, 2014). Volunteers reflect
community values and can represent those
values more effectively than professionals
working within the criminal justice system;
volunteers also garner more trust from
perpetrators than professionals (Richards et
al., 2020). While there was a significant time
investment for volunteers, research
demonstrates  volunteers generally had
positive experiences (Lowe & Willis 2019).

CoSAs have been used in various international
jurisdictions with a very high degree of success
including across the United States of America,
Europe, Canada, New Zealand and the United
Kingdom. CoSAs have been wused to
successfully support perpetrators to transition
from a prison environment back into the
community (Roberts et al., 2024). In fact,
Norway is known for a “Reintegration
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emotional regulation, problem solving skills,
self esteem and self regulation (Hoing et al.,
2017). The composition of a CoSA is visually
depicted in Figure 13, sourced from Richards,
Death and McCartan (2020, p. 17) as cited in
Bates et al (2014, p. 863).

Guarantee”  which  encourages  public
institutions and services to work cooperatively
to facilitate successful perpetrator community
reintegration (Gisler et al., 2018, p. 31).
Various international studies have
demonstrated a 50 - 70% reduction in
recidivism (McAlinden, 2017). One long-term
randomised study from the US, over an eight-
year period following the perpetrator’s release
from incarceration, demonstrated an 88%
lower rearrest rate for perpetrators involved in
a CoSA (Duwe, 2018). A cost benefit analysis,
in this study, also revealed CoSAs to be a cost-
effective intervention for government because
of the reduction in recidivism (Duwe, 2018).
Some CoSA models in the United Kingdom
systematically interact with law enforcement,
social services, probation and prisons
(McAlinden, 2017). They also have economic
benefits for the criminal justice system in
enabling desistance (McAlinden, 2016).

CoSAs have not been widely adopted within
Australia. South Australia’s model commenced
in 2015 (Birgden, 2020) and provided
opportunities for participants to forge
“prosocial identities” (Richards et al., 2020, p.
105). While South Australia’s CoSAs were not
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mandated by corrections and did not have
strict surveillance and monitoring like other
programs, they do provide “social support,
growth and identity transformation”, (Richards
et al., 2020, p. 105) and, therefore, can
successfully run alongside other statutory
supervision arrangements. According to
Richards and colleagues (2020), victim-
survivors were generally supportive of CoSAs
because they focus on the future of reducing
the risk of offending. Victim-survivors also
understood that community-based
reintegration programs, like CoSAs, play “a key
role in protecting the community from sexual
violence” (p. 106). Supporting CoSA
implementation and evaluation in Queensland
is an opportunity for further research to reduce
recidivism for child sexual abuse.

Implementing CoSAs as a community
reintegration measure in Queensland would
require community education to address
knowledge gaps and gather support. In a 2015
study, Richards and McCartan (2017) found
community members did not generally support
the program, which was an interesting finding
given Richards and colleagues’ (2020) findings
indicating victim-survivor support, outlined
above. Community members believed victim-
survivors should receive financial priority
above perpetrator integration; they felt that
perpetrators could not be rehabilitated; and
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they did not understand the purpose of the
CoSAs, including believing they would be used
as an alternative to incarceration in
sentencing. Richards and McCartan (2017)
suggested stronger communication is needed
around the purpose and benefits a CoSAs.
More specifically, their purpose is to prevent
child sexual abuse by reducing the risk of
recidivism; CoSAs do not replace incarceration
but supplement it; and monitoring and
accountability functions of CoSAs have value in
conjunction with perpetrator support. The
media could play an influential role in proper
communication (Richards & Biron, 2024).

Support and awareness groups

Support and Awareness Groups (SAAGs) are
another opportunity for perpetrator
reintegration which relies upon community
involvement. SAAGs utilise the perpetrator’'s
existing connections such as family, friends,
colleagues and/or community members or new
connections may need to be formed where
perpetrators do not have existing relationships.
SAAGs will assist the perpetrator with
desistance and developing prosocial
behaviours according to their individual needs
(Bartels et al., 2019). While similar to CoSAs,
SAAGs are more informal in structure (Braden
et al., 2012). Figure 14 describes a Victorian
SAAG.

SAAG Case Manager should issues arise.

Corrections Victoria introduced a SAAG as a “systematic and comprehensive approach to the
inclusion of support groups in treatment” for sex offenders (Braden et al., 2012, p. 38). It was
established to assist moderate-high to high-risk sex offenders transition from prison back into
community. Perpetrator participants nominated 3 - 8 individuals from different areas of their
lives who could support them to achieve “healthy lifestyle goals and manage their risk factors”
(Braden et al., 2012, p. 39). These volunteer support people were briefed on the program and
their role which included a willingness to challenge problematic behaviour. Volunteers were also
advised that they were not responsible for the perpetrator’s actions should they reoffend. SAAGs
were encouraged to regularly meet with the perpetrator and to seek assistance from a specialist

SAAGs have not, as yet, been evaluated and
there is limited current evidence about
effectiveness in reducing recidivism. SAAGs
are an area for further research.
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Cultural Mentoring Programs

Cultural Mentoring Programs (CMPs) are a
support and accountability opportunity for First
Nations People convicted of sexual offences.
Similarly to CoSAs, they are a reintegration
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opportunity for perpetrators. However, CMPs
have a vital difference to a CoSA: they are First
Nations-led and have a strong focus on culture
(Bennet et al., 2025). Community reintegration
for First Nations perpetrators requires:

e A holistic focus on social and emotional
wellbeing, family and community, rather
than an individual focus;

e Recognition that many perpetrators are
victim-survivors themselves and
responses need to address their own
trauma;

e Community support and delivery from First
Nations led organisations separate to
government;

e Trust and rapport building that should
begin during incarceration and then
extend into the community;

e Country and culture as central to program
delivery;
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e Support to understand release conditions;
and

e Realistic and achievable Key Performance
Indicators for organisations delivering
outcomes with funding (Bennett et al.,
2025).

There are few examples of programs
supporting cultural reintegration. A CMP
offered in Townsville, Queensland, is one such
example. Richards and colleagues (2020)
outline the cultural and spiritual support which
CMPs offer to First Nations People, convicted
of sexual offences, who have been released
following a period of incarceration.
Reconnection with First Nations culture is a key
goal. Elders provide support and mentorship
using cultural activities including connection to
land, ceremonies, traditional arts and crafts
and participating in community events. Figure
15 describes a CMP in Townsville.

A CMP in Townsville was established through community organisations and Elders within that
community. Participation in the CMP involved six mentoring sessions between the participant
and an Elder, with the option for further sessions if needed. Participants also participated in
weekly peer support groups made up of First Nations and non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander male community members. Both the mentoring sessions and peer support group
sessions focused on “cultural learning for improving the men’s relationships and functioning in
the community” (Richards et al., 2020, p. 71).

The CMP was available for First Nations men who had been released from prison under
Queensland’s Dangerous Prisoners Sexual Offenders Act 2003. Queensland Corrective Services
identified perpetrators suitable for the program. Perpetrators often heard about the CMP from
probation officers, parole officers or other prisoners. Participation in the CMP was voluntary and
men chose to participate for various reasons including to meet local Elders, better understand
their own behaviour and to receive support with desistance from offending. The men involved in
the CMP were mostly from remote mainland or island communities and were released into the
Townsville community, following their period of incarceration, to provide some separation from
the communities they had harmed and so they could more readily access support services they
needed such as healthcare and rehabilitation (Richards et al., 2020).

Richards and colleagues (2020) undertook an evaluation of the Townsville CMP. While the study
was not able to determine program effectiveness by way of measuring sexual recidivism, due to
small numbers in the CMP and the fact that the CMP had not been in operation for long, it did
look at how the programs sought to reduce sexual offence recidivism. Authors found (1) the CMP
helped participants build positive cultural identities; (2) it managed risk through focusing on
addressing emotional distress and other stress such as anger and frustration about release
conditions; (3) many of the participants had a history of trauma and institutionalisation which
impacted their offending and needed further support to enable their desistance; and (4) some
participant views about women being responsible for their own victimisation demonstrated that
further work in perpetrator intervention programs is needed in addressing gender inequality
issues.
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Additional funding for CMPs to be established
in Queensland is recommended,
accompanied by evaluation research, both to
bolster the knowledge base in this area and
to determine whether the program reduces
participant recidivism.

Chaperone programs

Chaperone programs are a community
reintegration initiative designed to support
the perpetrator while protecting the
community. Suitable family members can be
identified and trained to accompany the
perpetrator when they are in the community.
This is a voluntary appointment and one
which provides a surveillance and reporting
opportunity where the chaperone identifies
risk of recidivism or problematic behaviours.

Only one study has documented the use of
chaperones in the United States of America.
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Bartels and colleagues (2019) describe the
formal structures of a Chaperone program
including considering criteria for chaperones
to qualify; and criteria for perpetrators
deemed acceptable for inclusion in the
program including acknowledging personal
responsibility for offending behaviour and
agreeing to safety plans for interactions in the
community. The study considered two groups
of male sex offenders: one group who were
accompanied by a chaperone and one
without. The chaperoned group identified
fewer engagement in high-risk behaviours
and fewer instances of sexually deviant
behaviour. Further research is needed to
determine the viability of chaperones, as a
reintegration  and risk  management
technique, for child sexual abuse
perpetrators in Queensland.
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5.0 CONCLUDING REMARKS

Responding to allegations of child sexual
abuse requires robust, thoughtful and trauma-
informed approaches.  There is an
overwhelming prevalence of child sexual abuse
in the community, as well as substantial and
ongoing victim-survivor and societal harm as a
result of child sexual abuse. In this Report, we
considered the systems, processes, and
interventions involved in responding to
allegations of child sexual abuse. There were
two key perspectives that emerged from the
literature. These related to victim-survivor
disclosure support and perpetrator
accountability.

Queensland has a critical opportunity to lead in
transforming how we respond to child sexual
abuse, placing the rights, wellbeing, and voices
of children at the heart of our justice and
support systems. While recent reforms and
inquiries have laid a strong foundation, the
current system remains fragmented, reactive,
and too often adult-centric. It places the
burden of navigation and disclosure on
traumatised children, contributes to secondary
victimisation, and can inadvertently undermine
both recovery and justice outcomes. Systemic
reform is urgently needed to ensure that
Queensland provides a coordinated, evidence-
informed, and trauma-responsive system that
protects children and holds perpetrators to
account.

An effective response to child sexual abuse
must begin with an understanding that
disclosure is not a singular event but a
complex, developmental process. Systems
must be restructured to support children
through safe, relationally secure, and
developmentally appropriate pathways to
disclosure. This includes reforming how
forensic interviews are conducted, ensuring
they are led by highly trained professionals in
child development and trauma-informed
practice, and delivered in settings that are
safe, respectful, and culturally sensitive.

To achieve this, Queensland must invest in
integrated service models that eliminate
duplication, reduce trauma, and elevate the
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quality and integrity of investigative processes.
Child Advocacy Centres (CACs) and the
Barnahus model are internationally recognised
as best practice frameworks for delivering this
level of coordinated care. These models
centralise and co-locate multidisciplinary
teams, including police, child protection, legal,
medical, mental health, and social work
professionals, in child-friendly environments
designed specifically for vulnerable children
and families. They provide a single-entry point
for response and recovery, ensuring that
children only tell their story once, to people
trained to hear it safely and effectively.
Importantly, these models also offer
wraparound therapeutic supports for children
and their caregivers, improving both individual
and systemic outcomes.

Child Advocacy Centres offer a scalable and
highly relevant model for Queensland’s
context. CACs have been shown to increase
caregiver satisfaction, reduce system-related
trauma, and improve interagency
collaboration. While a small number of pilot
sites exist in Australia, they are not yet widely
implemented or adequately resourced.
Expanding the CAC model across Queensland
would directly address recommendations from
the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and deliver
measurable improvements  in  service
coordination, child wellbeing, and prosecution
outcomes.

The Barnahus model, operating successfully
across Europe, builds on the principles of the
CAC model and elevates them through legal
integration. It exemplifies the “one door”
approach, where services come to the child,
rather than the child navigating siloed systems.
In the Barnahus setting, joint investigative
interviews are conducted by trained forensic
specialists and observed in real time by the full
multidisciplinary team. This ensures
evidentiary integrity, eliminates the need for
repeated questioning, and enhances
procedural fairness. The Barnahus model
offers a compelling, child-centred alternative to
adversarial court processes, without
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compromising perpetrator accountability or
due process. In fact, by improving evidence
collection and fostering interagency trust, it
strengthens legal outcomes while
safeguarding the rights and dignity of children.

Adopting and scaling both Child Advocacy
Centres and the Barnahus model in
Queensland would represent a transformative
shift in how the state responds to child sexual
abuse. These models are not only effective—
they are achievable. With strategic investment,
legislative support, and sustained interagency
collaboration, Queensland can lead the nation
in building a justice and welfare system that
children can trust, caregivers can rely on, and
communities can exult.

Perpetrator accountability must also evolve to
include evidence-based rehabilitation, safe
community reintegration, and culturally
responsive approaches. Programs such as
Sexual Offender Treatment Programs (SOTPs),
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Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA),
and Cultural Mentoring Programs (CMPs) can
support desistance and enhance community
safety if implemented with proper oversight
and community education. Queensland must

invest in these innovative models while
avoiding punitive responses, like public
offender registries, that undermine

rehabilitation and may ultimately increase risk.

The pathway forward demands courage,
investment, and collaboration. It requires
listening to children, believing them, and
designing systems that are not only equipped
to respond to abuse but are also worthy of their
trust. Embedding the Barnahus model across
Queensland would be a powerful step towards
a justice system that protects children,
respects their rights, and strengthens
accountability, not only for perpetrators, but for
the institutions entrusted to keep children
safe.

Page |



Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

REFERENCES

Aarons, N. M., Powell, M. B., & Browne, J. (2004). Police perceptions of interviews involving children with
intellectual disabilities: A qualitative inquiry. Policing and Society, 14(3), 269-278.

Abracen, J., & Looman, J. (2016). Treatment of high-risk sexual offenders: An integrated approach. Wiley
Blackwell.

Akca, D., Lariviere, C. D., & Eastwood, J. (2021). Assessing the efficacy of investigative interviewing training
courses: A systematic review. International Journal of Police Science & Management, 23(1), 73-84.

Aker, T. H., & Johnson, M. S. (2020). Interviewing alleged victims with mild and moderate intellectual
disabilities and autism: A field study of police-investigated cases of physical and sexual abuse in a Norwegian
national sample. Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 64(10), 782-792.

Al-Alosi, H. (2021). Righting unrightable wrongs: Exploring the potential of restorative justice in dealing with
historical institutional child sexual abuse. University of Tasmania Law Review, 40, 1- 32.

Allnock, D., Radford, L., Bunting, L., Price, A., Morgan-Klein, N., Ellis, J., & Stafford, A. (2012). In demand:
Therapeutic services for children and young people who have experienced sexual abuse. Child Abuse
Review, 21(5), 318-334.

Amstadter, A. B., & Vernon, L. L. (2008). Emotional reactions during and after trauma: A comparison of
trauma types. Journal of aggression, maltreatment & trauma, 16(4), 391-408.

Anderson, G. D. (2016). The Continuum of Disclosure: Exploring Factors Predicting Tentative Disclosure of
Child Sexual Abuse Allegations During Forensic Interviews and the Implications for Practice, Policy, and
Future Research. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 25(4), 382-402.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1153559

Augarde, S., & Rydon-Grange, M. (2022). Female perpetrators of child sexual abuse: A review of the clinical
and empirical literature—A 20-year update. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 62, 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2021.101687.

Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2021). Census of Population and Housing. ABS, accessed 15 April 2025,
www.abs.gov.au
Australian  Criminal Intelligence Commission. (2025). Protection Services. Retrieved from,

https://www.acic.gov.au/services/protection-
services#:~:text=The%20NC0S%20consists%200f%20the,in%20their%20state%200r%20territory

Australian Institute of Criminology. (2003). Child complainants and the court process in Australia. Trends &
Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice, 250. Retrieved, https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi250

Australian Institute of Criminology. (2011). Megan's Law: Does it make children safer? Trends & Issues in
Crime and Criminal Justice, 429. https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi429

Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2020). Sexual assault in Australia. Australian Government.
Retrieved from, https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0375553f-0395-46¢¢-9574-d54c74fa601a/aihw-fdv-

5.pdf.aspx
Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration. (2015). ‘Bench Book for Children giving evidence in

Australian Courts’. Sydney, Australia. https://aija.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Child-Witness-BB-
Update-2015.pdf

Bailey, D. J., & Klein, J. L. (2018). Ashamed and alone: Comparing offender and family member experiences
with the sex offender registry. Criminal Justice Review, 43(4), 440-457.

Bailey, C., Knight, T., Koolmatrie, J., Brubacher, S., & Powell, M. (2019). Indigenous perspectives on operation
RESET: an initiative to improve the identification and prosecution of child sexual abuse incidents in remote
indigenous communities. Australian Psychologist, 54(3), 187-192.

ett, B., Byford, S., Chitsabesan, P., & Kenning, C. (2006). Mental health provision for young offenders: service
use and cost. The British Journal of Psychiatry, 188(6), 541-546.

Barrow, J. F., Combes, H. A., & Rathbone, L. (2021). Using Q-methodology to explore what is valued from
child sexual exploitation services: The importance of safety. Journal of child sexual abuse, 30(6), 746-763.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1153559
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2021.101687
http://www.abs.gov.au/
https://www.acic.gov.au/services/protection-services#:%7E:text=The%20NCOS%20consists%20of%20the,in%20their%20state%20or%20territory
https://www.acic.gov.au/services/protection-services#:%7E:text=The%20NCOS%20consists%20of%20the,in%20their%20state%20or%20territory
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi250
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi429
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0375553f-0395-46cc-9574-d54c74fa601a/aihw-fdv-5.pdf.aspx
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0375553f-0395-46cc-9574-d54c74fa601a/aihw-fdv-5.pdf.aspx
https://aija.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Child-Witness-BB-Update-2015.pdf
https://aija.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Child-Witness-BB-Update-2015.pdf

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Bartels, L., Walvisch, J., Richards, K. (2019). More, longer, tougher ... or is it finally time for a different
approach to the post-sentence management of sex offenders in Australia? Criminal Law Journal, 43(1), 41 -
57.

Bartels, L., Gelb, K., Spiranovic, C., Warner, K., Roberts, L., & Davis, J. (2021). What does the public think
about sex offender registers? Findings from a national Australian study. Psychiatry, Psychology and
Law, 28(4), 560-575.

Bates, A., Williams, D., Wilson, C., & Wilson, R. (2014). Circles South East: The first 10 years 2002-2012.
International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 58(7), 861-885.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X13485362

Baugerud, G. A., Johnson, M. S., Klingenberg Rged, R., Lamb, M. E., Powell, M., Thambawita, V., ... & Riegler,
M. A. (2021). Multimodal virtual avatars for investigative interviews with children. In Proceedings of the 2021
ACM Workshop on Intelligent Cross-Data Analysis and Retrieval (pp. 2-8).

Bejinariu, A., Kennedy, M. A, & Cimino, A. N. (2021). “They said they were going to help us get through this...”:
documenting interactions between police and commercially sexually exploited youth. Journal of Crime and
Justice, 44(3), 241-257.

Bell, V., Oakley, D. A., Halligan, P. W., & Deeley, Q. (2011). Dissociation in hysteria and hypnosis: Evidence
from cognitive neuroscience. Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery & Psychiatry, 82(3), 332-339.
https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp.2009.199158

Bender, M., Cook, S., & Kaslow, N. (2003). Social support as a mediator of revictimization of low-income
African American women. Violence and Victims, 18(4), 419-431.

Bennett, M., Richards, K., Ryan, K., & Tujague, N. (2025). Reintegrating Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander people with convictions for sexual offending; stakeholder views of service needs and Circles of
Support and Accountability (CoSA). Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 1-19.

Benson, M., & Powell, M. B. (2015). Australian prosecutors’ perceptions of the utility of child investigative
interview protocols. Journal of Police Science and Management, 17, 216-229.

Bidois, L. M. (2016). The value of restorative justice. Commonwealth Law Bulletin, 42(4), 596-613.

Birgden, A. (2020). The treatment and management of child sexual abusers: Applying an evidence-based
and ethical approach in the community. In I. Bryce & W. Petherick (Eds.), Child sexual abuse: Forensic issues
in  evidence, impact, and management (pp. 605-624). Elsevier Academic  Press.
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00027-1

Blakemore, T., Herbert, J. L., Arney, F., & Parkinson, S. (2017). The impacts of institutional child sexual abuse:
A rapid review of the evidence. Child abuse & neglect, 74, 35-48.

Bleakley, P. (2020). ‘No action required’: A historical pattern of inaction and discretion towards child sexual
abuse in Queensland policing. The Police Journal, 93(2), 109-130.

Bluett-Boyd, N., & Fileborn, B. (2014). Victim/survivor-focused justice responses and reforms to criminal
court practice: implementation, current practice and future directions.

Bochenski, M. (2022). Lawmaking and sentencing in rape and child sexual abuse cases in Poland - Dead
end or rational criminal policy? Criminal Law Forum, 33(3), 233-253. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10609-
022-09439-3

Bolitho, J., & Freeman, K. (2016). The use and effectiveness of restorative justice in criminal justice systems
following child sexual abuse or comparable harms. Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse, Sydney.

Borduin, C. M., Schaeffer, C. M., & Heiblum, N. (2009). A randomized clinical trial of multisystemic therapy
with juvenile sexual offenders: effects on youth social ecology and criminal activity. Journal of consulting and
clinical psychology, 77(1), 26.

Bosetti, R. L., & Fix, R. L. (2024). Making a Bad Situation Worse: Current and Potential Unintended
Consequences of Juvenile Registration for Sexual Offences. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 53(6), 2011-2023.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-024-02860-2

Braden, M., Gobbels, S., Willis, G. M., Ward, T., Costeletos, M., & Mollica, J. (2012). Creating social capital
and reducing harm: Corrections Victoria support and awareness groups. Sexual Abuse in Australia and New
Zealand, 4(2), 36-42.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X13485362
https://doi.org/10.1136/jnnp.2009.199158
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00027-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10609-022-09439-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10609-022-09439-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-024-02860-2

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Braithwaite, J. (2018). Colonized silence: Confronting the colonial link in rural Alaska native survivors’ non-
disclosure of child sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 27(6), 589-611.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1491914

Braithwaite, J. (2000). The new regulatory state and the transformation of criminology. British Journal of
Criminology, 40(2), 222-238.

Braithwaite, J. (1989). Crime, shame and reintegration. Cambridge University Press.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative research in psychology,
3(2), 77-101.

Bravehearts Foundation (2022). The Courage Project: Formative evaluation. Arundel [QId]: Bravehearts
Foundation.

Briskey, M. (2021). Restorative justice: Drawing from the old to develop new justice alternatives. In The
Cambridge Handbook of Forensic Psychology (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press.

Broaddus-Shea, E. T., Scott, K., Reijnders, M., & Amin, A. (2021). A review of the literature on good practice
considerations for initial health system response to child and adolescent sexual abuse. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 116, 104225.

Brown, D. A., Brown, E. J., Lewis, C. N., & Lamb, M. E. (2018). Narrative skill and testimonial accuracy in
typically developing children and those with intellectual disabilities. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 32(5),
550-560.

Buck, G., Lawrence, A., & Ragonese, E. (2017). Exploring peer mentoring as a form of innovative practice
with young people at risk of child sexual exploitation. British Journal of Social Work, 47(6), 1745-1763.

Burrows, K. S., & Powell, M. B. (2014). Prosecutors’ perspectives on using recorded child witness interviews
about abuse as evidence-in-chief. Australian and New Zealand Journal of Criminology, 47, 374-390.

Business Faculty, Faculty of Business, & Law. (2024). Some gains but fresh difficulties in combating child
sexual abuse. Australian Centre for Health Law Research.

Bustnay, T. G. (2020). Group Intervention with Parents of Juvenile Sex Offenders. Journal of Child Sexual

Abuse, 29(3), 278-294. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1639093

Butchart, A., Harvey, A. P., Mian, M., & Furniss, T. (2006). Preventing child maltreatment: A guide to taking
action and generating evidence. World Health Organisation.

Butterby, K., & Hackett, S. (2022). ‘It's like we're locked in a box’: Girls’ and mothers’ experiences of the
police and legal system following child sexual abuse. Children & Society, 36(1), 149-165.

Bracewell, T. (2015). Children's Advocacy Centers' Effects on the Prosecutorial Decision to Accept or Reject
Cases of Child Sexual Abuse (Doctoral dissertation).

Bridde, B. A., & Hreggvidsdottir, H. B. (2024). Child protection services ‘experience of Barnahus services and
service delivery in Iceland (Doctoral dissertation).

Campbell, E., Parsons, C., & Vlaise, R. (2016). Pathways towards accountability: Mapping the journey of
perpetrators of family violence - Phase 1. Centre for Innovative Justice.

Campbell, R., Greeson, M. R., Fehler-Cabral, G., & Kennedy, A. C. (2015). Pathways to help: Adolescent sexual
assault victims’ disclosure and help-seeking experiences. Violence against women, 21(7), 824-847.

Carnes, P. J. (2000). Sexual addiction and compulsion: Recognition, treatment, and recovery. CNS
spectrums, 5(10), 63-74.

Carnes, C. N. (2002). Forensic evaluation of children when sexual abuse is suspected. National Children's
Advocacy Center.

Casey, E. A., & Nurius, P. S. (2005). Trauma exposure and sexual revictimization risk: Comparisons across
single, multiple incident, and multiple perpetrator victimizations. Violence Against Women, 11(4), 505-530.

Cashmore, J., Taylor, A., & Parkinson, P. (2020). Fourteen-Year Trends in the Criminal Justice Response to
Child Sexual Abuse Reports in New South Wales.Child maltreatment, 25(1), 85-95.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519853042

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1491914
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1639093
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519853042

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Cashmore, J., & Trimboli, L. (2005). Child sexual assault trials: A survey of juror perceptions (BOCSAR
Report). New South Wales Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research.
https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Documents/r55.pdf

Cassidy, H., Akehurst, L., & Cherryman, J. (2020). Police interviewers’ perceptions of child credibility in
forensic investigations. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 27(1), 61-80.

Children’s Commissioner for England. (2017). Barnahus: Improving the response to child sexual abuse in
England.

Christensen, L. (2016). Pathway to justice: Examining the attrition of child sexual abuse cases (Doctoral
dissertation).

Christensen, L. S., Rayment-McHugh, S., McKillop, N., Cairns, N., & Webster, J. (2022a). Understanding what
works in the police management of child sex offenders in the community. The Police Journal, 95(3), 508-
536.

Christensen, L. S., Sanchez de Ribera, 0., & Trajtenberg, N. (2022b). A Systematic Review of Professionals'
Views About Community Management Policies for Individuals Convicted of Sexual Offenses. Sex Abuse,
34(2), 127-156. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211000369

Chung, D., Upton-Davis, K., Cordier, R., Campbell, E., Wong, T., Salter, M., ... & Bissett, T. (2020). Improved
accountability: The role of perpetrator intervention systems. Australia’s National Research Organisation for
Women’s Safety (ANROWS).

Clarke, V., & Braun, V. (2017). Thematic analysis. The Journal of Positive Psychology, 12(3), 297-298.

Cody, C., Bovarnick, S., & Peace, D. (2023). ‘It's like a much deeper understanding and you kind of believe
them more...": The value of peer support for young people affected by sexual violence. Child Abuse Review,
32(3), e2789.

Commonwealth of Australia. (2021). National Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Child Sexual Abuse.
Canberra, Australia.

Connor, D. (2020). Impressions of ineffectiveness: Exploring support partners’ attitudes toward sex offender
registration and notification. Psychology, Crime & Law, 26(2), 128-147.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1634199

Cossins, A. (2008). Restorative justice and child sex offences: The theory and the practice. The British
Journal of Criminology, 48(3), 359-378.

Cossins, A. (2009). Cross-examining vulnerable witnesses: Towards a blueprint for re-thinking the adversarial
trial. Melbourne University Law Review, 33(1), 1-29.
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0005/1705316/33 1 3.pdf

Criminal Code 1899 (Qld).

Crisma, M., Bascelli, E., Paci, D. & Romito, P. (2004) Adolescents who experienced sexual abuse: Fears,
needs and impediments to disclosure. Child Abuse & Neglect, 28(10), 1035-1048. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.1016/]j.chiabu.2004.03.015

Curtis, L. A., & Burns, A. (2015). Unit costs of health and social care 2015. Personal Social Services Research
Unit.

D’Urso, G., Lionetti, F., Spinelli, M., Fasolo, M., & Petruccelli, I. (2023). Social and emotional competences of
sexual offenders against adolescents: A case study. Revista de Cercetare si Interventie Sociala, 82, 7-24.
https://doi.org/10.33788/rcis.82.1

Daignault, I. V., & Hebert, M. (2009). Profiles of school adaptation: Social, behavioral and academic
functioning in sexually abused girls. Child Abuse & Neglect, 33(2), 102-115.

Dallaston, E., & Mathews, B. (2022). Reforming Australian criminal laws against persistent child sexual
abuse. The Sydney Law Review, 44(1), 77-109.

Daly, K. (2008). Setting the record straight and a call for radical change: A reply to Annie Cossins on
‘restorative justice and child sex offences’. The British Journal of Criminology, 48(4), 557-566.

Daly, K., Bouhours, B., Broadhurst, R., & Loh, N. (2013). Youth sex offending, recidivism and restorative
justice: Comparing court and conference cases. Australian & New Zealand Journal of Criminology, 46(2),
241-267.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au/Documents/r55.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211000369
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1634199
https://law.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1705316/33_1_3.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2004.03.015
https://doi.org/10.33788/rcis.82.1

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Dassylva, 0., Amédée, L. M., Paradis, A., & Hébert, M. (2025). Coping patterns among sexually abused
children: A latent profile analysis. Children and Youth Services Review, 169, 108083.

Davis, J. L., & Petretic-Jackson, P. A. (2000). The impact of child sexual abuse on adult interpersonal
functioning: A review and synthesis of the empirical literature. Aggression and violent behavior, 5(3), 291-
328.

Daviesl, G. M., Westcott, H. L., & Horan, N. (2000). The impact of questioning style on the content of
investigative interviews with suspected child sexual abuse victims. Psychology, Crime and Law, 6(2), 81-97.

DeSorcy, D. R., Olver, M. E., & Wormith, J. S. (2016). Working alliance and its relationship with treatment
outcome in a sample of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal sexual offenders. Sexual Abuse, 28(4), 291-313.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214556360

Denne, E., George, S. S., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2023). Developmental Considerations in How Defense
Attorneys Employ Child Sexual Abuse and Rape Myths When Questioning Alleged Victims of Child Sexual
Abuse. Journal of interpersonal violence, 38(23-24), 11914-11934.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605231189512

Devaney, J., Mitchell, M., Alaggia, R., & Gray, C. (2024). Papering over the cracks or rebuilding the system:
Opportunities and challenges for the Barnahus model in the United Kingdom. Justice and Recovery for
Victimised Children: Institutional Tensions in Nordic and European Barnahus Models, 223-248.

Dianiska, R. E., Simpson, E., Kim, S., Lyon, T. D., & Quas, J. A. (2024). Building rapport in interviews with
adolescent trafficking victims. Child Abuse Review, 33(2), 1-11. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2864

DiCataldo, F. C. (2009). The perversion of youth: Controversies in the assessment and treatment of juvenile
sex offenders. New York University Press.

Draucker, C. B., Martsolf, D. S., Ross, R., Cook, C. B., Stidham, A. W., & Mweemba, P. (2009). The essence
of healing from sexual violence: A qualitative metasynthesis. Research in nursing & health, 32(4), 366-378.

Drost, L., Haller, B., Hofinger, V., van der Kooij, T., Linnemann, K., & Wolthuis, A. (2015). Restorative justice
in cases of domestic violence. Best practice examples between increasing mutual understanding and
awareness of specific protection needs.

Dubé, V., Amédée, L. M., Raza, H., & Hébert, M. (2024). Somatic Problems in Children Disclosing Sexual
Abuse: The Mediating Role of Alexithymia and Dissociation. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 33(5), 608-626.

Dudgeon, P., Derry, K. L., Mascall, C., & Ryder, A. (2022). Understanding Aboriginal models of selfhood: The
National Empowerment Project’s cultural, social, and emotional wellbeing program in Western Australia.
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(7), 4078.

Duron, J. F. (2018). Legal decision-making in child sexual abuse investigations: A mixed-methods study of
factors that influence prosecution. Child Abuse & Neglect, 79, 302-314.

Duwe G. (2015). What has worked and what has not with Minnesota sex offenders: A review of the
evidence. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 21(1), 71-85.

Duwe, G. (2018). Can Circles of Support and Accountability (CoSA) significantly reduce sexual recidivism?
Results from a randomized controlled trial in Minnesota. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 14(4), 463-

484. https://d0i:10.1007/s11292-018-9325-7

Dwarakanath, A. (2022). Expanding the scope of child hearsay exceptions. Boston University Law Review,
102(5), 1685-1726.

Ernberg, E., Magnusson, M., & Landstrém, S. (2020). Prosecutors’ experiences investigating alleged sexual
abuse against pre-schoolers. Psychology, Crime & Law, 26(7), 687-709.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1709639

Easton, S. D. (2013). Disclosure of child sexual abuse among adult male survivors. Clinical Social Work
Journal, 41(4), 344-355.

Easton, S. D., Saltzman, L. Y., & Willis, D. G. (2014). “Would you tell under circumstances like that?”: Barriers
to disclosure of child sexual abuse for men. Psychology of Men & Masculinity, 15(4), 460.

Edelman, M. (2017). Shaming, Disintegrative and Reintegrative. In The Encyclopedia of Corrections, K.R.
Kerley (Ed.). https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118845387.wbeoc182

Efron, S. E., & Ravid, R. (2018). Writing the literature review: A practical guide.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214556360
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605231189512
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2864
https://doi:10.1007/s11292-018-9325-7
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1709639
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118845387.wbeoc182

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Epperson, D. L., & Ralston, C. A. (2015). Development and validation of the Juvenile Sexual Offense
Recidivism Risk Assessment Tool-Il. Sexual Abuse, 27(6), 529-558.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213514452

Evidence Act 1977 (Qld)
Family and Child Commission Act 2014 (Qld).

Fallon, B., Trocmé, N., Fluke, J., MacLaurin, B., Tonmyr, L., & Yuan, Y. Y. (2010). Methodological challenges
in measuring child maltreatment. Child abuse & neglect, 34(1), 70-79.

Februanti, S., & Kartilah, T. (2019). Social support in victims of children of sexual violence. The Malaysian
Journal of Nursing (MJN), 10(4), 100-106.

Feeney, H., Campbell, R., & Cain, D. (2018). Do you wish to prosecute the person who assaulted you?:
Untested sexual assault kits and victim notification of rape survivors assaulted as adolescents. Victims &
Offenders, 13(5), 651-674.

Fessinger, M. B., McAuliff, B. D., Aronson, E., & McWilliams, K. (2024). Attorneys' experiences, perceptions,
and plea recommendations in child sexual abuse cases. Law and Human Behavior, 48(1), 13-32.
https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000551

Filipas, H. H., & Ullman, S. E. (2006). Child sexual abuse, coping responses, self-blame, posttraumatic stress
disorder, and adult sexual revictimization. Journal of interpersonal violence, 21(5), 652-672.

Fletcher, K. (2021). A systematic review of the relationship between child sexual abuse and substance use
issues. Journal of child sexual abuse, 30(3), 258-277.

Fontes, L. A., & Tishelman, A. C. (2016). Language competence in forensic interviews for suspected child
sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 58, 51-62. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.014

Force. (n.d.). Survivor, Victim, Victim-Survivor. https://upsettingrapeculture.com/survivor-victim/

Forsberg, L., & Douglas, T. (2022). What is criminal rehabilitation? Criminal law and Philosophy, 16(1), 103-
126.

Frasier, L. D., & Makoroff, K. L. (2006). Medical evidence and expert testimony in child sexual abuse. Juvenile
and Family Court Journal, 57(1), 41-50.

Freiberg, A., Donnelly, H., & Gelb, K. (2015). Sentencing for child sexual abuse in institutional contexts. Royal
Commission into Australian Study on Sex Offender Registers Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

Fergusson, D. M., Boden, J. M., & Horwood, L. J. (2008). Exposure to childhood sexual and physical abuse
and adjustment in early adulthood. Child abuse & neglect, 32(6), 607-619.

Frohmader, C., & Sands, T. (2015) Australian Cross Disability Alliance (ACDA) Submission to the Senate
Inquiry into Violence, abuse and neglect against people with disability in institutional and residential
settings’. Australian Cross Disability Alliance (ACDA); Sydney, Australia.

Fry, D., Anderson, J., Hidalgo, R. J., Elizalde, A., Casey, T., Rodriguez, R., ... & Fang, X. (2016). Prevalence of
violence in childhood and adolescence and the impact on educational outcomes: evidence from the 2013
Peruvian national survey on social relations. International health, 8(1), 44-52.

Funston, L. (2013). Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander worldviews and cultural safety transforming sexual
assault service provision for children and young people. International Journal of Environmental Research
and Public Health, 10(9), 3818-3833. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph10093818

Gal, T. (2011). Child victims and restorative justice: A needs-rights model. New York, NY, US: Oxford University
Press, United States.

Gal, T., & Moyal, S. (2011). Juvenile Victims in Restorative Justice. British Journal of Criminology, 51(6),
1014-1034.

Garkawe, S. (1999). Restorative justice from the perspective of crime victims [Updated and modified version
of a paper delivered to a Conference 'Restoring the Balance Between Victims, Offenders and the
Community'(1999: Brisbane).]. Queensland University of Technology Law Journal, 15(1999), 40-56.

George, S. St., Sullivan, C., Wylie, B. E., McWilliams, K., Evans, A. D., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2021). Did Your
Mom Help You Remember?: An Examination of Attorneys’ Subtle Questioning About Suggestive Influence to
Children Testifying About Child Sexual Abuse. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16), NP13902-
NP13927. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211006369

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213514452
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000551
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.014
https://upsettingrapeculture.com/survivor-victim/
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph10093818
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211006369

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Gewehr, E., Volbert, R., Merschhemke, M., Santtila, P., & Pllschen, S. (2025). Cognitions and emotions about
child sexual abuse (CECSA): development of a self-report measure to predict bias in child sexual abuse
investigations. Psychology, Crime & Law, 1-21.

Ginzburg, K., Koopman, C., Butler, L. D., Palesh, O., Kraemer, H. C., Classen, C. C., & Spiegel, D. (2006).
Evidence for a dissociative subtype of post-traumatic stress disorder among help-seeking childhood sexual
abuse survivors. Journal of trauma & dissociation, 7(2), 7-27.

Gisler, C., Pruin, I., & Hostettler. (2018). Experiences with Welfare, Rehabilitation and Reintegration of
Prisoners: Lessons Learned? United Nations Research Institute for Social Development.

Glucklich, T., Attrash-Najjar, A., Massarweh, N., & Katz, C. (2023). What do adults who experienced child
sexual abuse want to convey about therapy? Child Abuse & Neglect, 146, 106435.
https://doi.org/10.1016/]j.chiabu.2023.106435

Goodman-Brown, T. B., Edelstein, R. S., Goodman, G. S., Jones, D. P., & Gordon, D. S. (2003). Why children
tell: A model of children’s disclosure of sexual abuse. Child abuse & neglect, 27(5), 525-540.

Goodman-Delahunty, J, Nolan, M A and van Gijn-Grosvenor, E L. (2017). Empirical Guidance on the Effects
of Child Sexual Abuse on Memory and Complainants’ Evidence. Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Sydney.

Government of Western Australia. (2025). Community  Protection  Western  Australia.
https://www.communityprotection.wa.gov.au/About

Gudbrandsson, B. (2010). Towards a child-friendly justice and support. Protecting children from sexual
violence: A comprehensive approach, 85.

Giiven, S. T., Dalgic, A. i., & Erkol, Z. (2018). Emotional and psychosocial problems encountered by children
who have been sexually abused. Journal of psychosocial nursing and mental health services, 56(2), 37-43.

Grant, M. J., & Booth, A. (2009). A typology of reviews: an analysis of 14 review types and associated
methodologies. Health information & libraries journal, 26(2), 91-108.

Grant, B. J., Shields, R. T., Tabachnick, J., & Coleman, J. (2019). “I didn’t know where to go”: An examination
of Stop It Now!’s sexual abuse prevention helpline. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 34(20), 4225-4253.

Gregory, A., Johnson, E., Feder, G., Campbell, J., Konya, J., & Perot, C. (2021). Perceptions of Peer Support
for Victim-Survivors of Sexual Violence and Abuse: An Exploratory Study with Key Stakeholders. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16), 1-30.

Greijer, S., & Doek, J. (2016). Interagency working group on sexual exploitation of children. Terminology
guidelines for the protection of children from sexual exploitation and abuse. Luxembourg City, Luxembourg;:
ECPAT International, 10.

Gries, L. T, Goh, D. S., & Cavanaugh, J. (1997). Factors associated with disclosure during child sexual abuse
assessment. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 5(3), 1-19.

Haahr-Pedersen, 1., Bach, M. H., Banner, J., Spitz, P., Balslgv, M., Perera, C., ... & Hansen, M. (2024).
Children’s Experiences of Undergoing Forensic Interviews and Forensic Medical Examinations in a Danish
Child Advocacy Center. Child Indicators Research, 17(5), 2047-2067.

Hall, M. (2019). Sex offender registries don’t prevent re-offending (and vigilante justice is real). The
Conversation, 10.

Hallett, S. (2023). Responding to child sexual exploitation in Australia: Challenges and opportunities from
the perspectives of case workers in a statutory care environment. Children and Youth Services Review, 155.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107273

Hamilton, G., Brubacher, S. P., & Powell, M. B. (2016). Investigative interviewing of Aboriginal children in
cases of suspected sexual abuse. Journal of child sexual abuse, 25(4), 363-381.

Hamilton, G., & Gerryts, D. (2025). Victim-survivors’ perceptions of a cognitive interview protocol for sexual
offence investigations. Psychology, Crime & Law, 1-19.

Harper, C. A., & Harris, A. J. (2017). Applying moral foundations theory to understanding public views of
sexual offending. Journal of sexual aggression, 23(2), 111-123.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106435
https://www.communityprotection.wa.gov.au/About
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107273

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Harris, A. J., Walfield, S. M., Shields, R. T., & Letourneau, E. J. (2016). Collateral consequences of juvenile
sex offender registration and notification: Results from a survey of treatment providers. Sexual Abuse, 28(8),
770-790.

Herbert, J. L. (2021). Factors influencing therapy use following a disclosure of child sexual abuse. Australian
Institute of Family Studies.

Hébert, M., Langevin, R., Guidi, E., Bernard-Bonnin, A. C., & Allard-Dansereau, C. (2017). Sleep problems and
dissociation in preschool victims of sexual abuse. Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 18(4), 507-521.

Herbert, J. L., & Bromfield, L. (2016). Evidence for the efficacy of the Child Advocacy Center model: A
systematic review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 17(3), 341-357.

Herbert, J. L., & Paton, A. (2024). Effects of therapy at a community based trauma therapy service treating
child abuse and neglect: A pre-post study using administrative data. JJournal of Child & Adolescent
Trauma, 17(3), 735-749.

Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., Blasbalg, U., & Karni-Visel, Y. (2021). The dynamics of two-session interviews
with suspected victims of abuse who are reluctant to make allegations. Development and Psychopathology,
33(2), 739-747.

Hoing, M., Vogelvang, B., & Bogaerts, S. (2017). “I am a different man now”—Sex offenders in circles of
support and accountability: A prospective study. International journal of offender therapy and comparative
criminology, 61(7), 751-772.

Holder, R. L., Gerryts, D., Garcia, F., & Powell, M. (2023). Claiming Justice: An Analysis of Child Sexual Abuse
Complainants’ Justice Goals Reported during Investigative Interviews. Laws, 12(1).
https://doi.org/10.3390/laws12010009

Horan v Ferguson [1995] 2 Qd R 490.

Horn, J. V., Eisenberg, M., Nicholls, C. M., Mulder, J., Webster, S., Paskell, C., ... & Jago, N. (2015). Stop it
now! A pilot study into the limits and benefits of a free helpline preventing child sexual abuse. Journal of
child sexual abuse, 24(8), 853-872.

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission. (1997). Bringing them home: Report of the National
Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from Their Families.
Commonwealth of Australia. https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997

Irish, L., Kobayashi, I., & Delahanty, D. L. (2010). Long-term physical health consequences of childhood
sexual abuse: A meta-analytic review. Journal of Pediatric Psychology, 35(5), 450-461.

Janus, E. S. (2016). Holding our sexual violence policy accountable. In E. L. Jeglic & C. Calkins (Eds.), Sexual
violence: Evidence-based policy and prevention (pp. 285-304). Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-44504-5 16

Johansson, S., Stefansen, K., Bakketeig, E., & Kaldal, A. (2017). Implementing the Nordic Barnahus model:
Characteristics and local adaptions. Collaborating against child abuse: Exploring the Nordic Barnahus
model, 1-31.

Johnson, C. F. (2004). Child sexual abuse. The Lancet, 364(9432), 462-470.

Johnson, H. M. (2022). Exploring the Support of Non-offending Caregivers of Child Victims of Sexual Abuse.
University of Massachusetts Lowell.

Kasstan, B. (2022). Everyone’s accountable? Peer sexual abuse in religious schools, digital revelations, and
denominational contests over protection. Religions (Basel), 13(6), 556.
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13060556

Keilty, J., & Connelly, G. (2001). Making a statement: An exploratory study of barriers facing women with an
intellectual disability when making a statement about sexual assault to police. Disability & Society, 16(2),
273-291.

King, L. L., & Bostaph, L. M. G. (2024). “That is Not Behavior Consistent With a Rape Victim”: The Effects of
Officer Displays of Doubt on Sexual Assault Case Processing and Victim Participation. Journal of
interpersonal violence, 39(5-6), 973-995.

Kemshall, H., & Weaver, B. (2012). Youth justice and reintegration: Reducing re-offending. Routledge.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.3390/laws12010009
https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-44504-5_16
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13060556

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Klebanov, B., Friedman-Hauser, G., Lusky-Weisrose, E., & Katz, C. (2024). Sexual abuse of children with
disabilities: Key lessons and future directions based on a scoping review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 25(2),
1296-1314.

Korkman, J., Otgaar, H., Geven, L. M., Bull, R., Cyr, M., Hershkowitz, I., ... & Volbert, R. (2024). White paper
on forensic child interviewing: research-based recommendations by the European Association of Psychology
and Law. Psychology, crime & law, 1-44.

Koss, M., & Achilles, M. (2008, February). Restorative justice responses to sexual assault. In Applied
research forum: National Online Resource Centre on Violence Against Women (pp. 1-15).

Krause, C., Roth, A., Landolt, M. A., Bessler, C., & Aebi, M. (2020). Validity of risk assessment instruments
among juveniles who sexually offended: Victim age matters. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and
Treatment, 33(4), 1-27. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220910719.

Kyriakidou, M., Blades, M., Cherryman, J., Christophorou, S., & Kamperis, A. (2021). The impact of investing
in the good interviewers policy of practice (IGlpop) on police interviews with children. Police Practice and
Research, 22(1), 1046-1057.

Lalayants, M., & Epstein, I. (2005). Evaluating multidisciplinary child abuse and neglect teams: A research
agenda. Child Welfare, 433-458.

Latiff, M. A, Fang, L., Goh, D. A, & Tan, L. J. (2024). A systematic review of factors associated with disclosure
of child sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 147, 1 - 14. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106564.

Lamb, M. E., La Rooy, D. J., Malloy, L. C., & Katz, C. (Eds.). (2011). Children’s testimony: A handbook of
psychological research and forensic practice (2nd ed.). John Wiley & Sons.

Lopez-Castroman, J., Melhem, N., Birmaher, B., Greenhill, L., Kolko, D., Stanley, B., ... & Oquendo, M. A.
(201.3). Early childhood sexual abuse increases suicidal intent. World psychiatry, 12(2), 149-154.

Lavoie, J., Williams, S., Lyon, T. D., & Quas, J. A. (2022). Do children unintentionally report maltreatment?
Comparison of disclosures of neglect versus sexual abuse. Child Abuse and Neglect, 133.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105824.

Leach, C., Powell, M. B., Sharman, S. J., & Anglim, J. (2017). The relationship between children’s age and
disclosures of sexual abuse during forensic interviews. Child maltreatment, 22(1), 79-88.

Lee, E., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Fraser, M., Powell, M. B., & Westera, N. J. (2018). Special Measures In Child
Sexual Abuse Trials: Criminal Justice Practitioners' Experiences And Views. QUT Law Review, 18(2), 1-27.
https://doi.org/10.5204/qutlr.v18i2.757.

Lee, E., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Martschuk, N., Westera, N., & Powell, M. B. (2023). Using item response
theory modelling to understand criminal justice professionals’ perceptions of cross- examination in child
sexual abuse trials. Psychiatry, Psychology, & Law, 30(6), 888-908.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2022.2142974

Lee, E., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Martschuk, N., & Powell, M. B. (2025). Cross-examining children in sexual
abuse trials: How Australian criminal justice practitioners perceive judicial intervention. Journal of
Criminology, 26338076251323302.

Letourneau, E. J., & Miner, M. H. (2005). Juvenile sex offenders: A case against the legal and clinical status
quo. Sexual abuse: a journal of research and treatment, 17, 293-312.

Liles, B. D., Blacker, D. M., Landini, J. L., & Urquiza, A. J. (2016). A California multidisciplinary juvenile court:
Serving sexually exploited and at-risk youth. Behavioral sciences & the law, 34(1), 234-245.

London, K., Bruck, M., Ceci, S. J., & Shuman, D. W. (2005). Disclosure of child sexual abuse: What does the
research tell us about the ways that children tell? American Psychological Association: Psychology, Public
Policy and Law. 11. 194-226. 1 https://doi.org/10.1037/1076-8971.11.1.194

Longobardi, C., Malacrea, M., Giulini, P., Settanni, M., & Fabris, M. A. (2022). How plausible are the accounts
of child victims of sexual abuse? A study of bizarre and unusual scripts reported by children. Journal of child
sexual abuse, 31(2), 216-235.

Lowe, G., & Willis, G. (2019). Looking inside a circle: Volunteer experiences of circles of support and
accountability. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 26(1), 129-149.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220910719
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106564
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105824
https://doi.org/10.5204/qutlr.v18i2.757
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2022.2142974
https://doi.org/10.1037/1076-8971.11.1.194

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Mahoney, |., Teague, K., Long, M., & Winder, B. (2022). Populist and vindictive constructions of sexual
offending against children, pluralities of violence, and the implications for criminal and social justice.
Archiwum Kryminologii, 44(1), 123-145. https://doi.org/10.7420/AK2021.26.

Maniglio, R. (2010). Child sexual abuse in the etiology of depression: A systematic review of
reviews. Depression and anxiety, 27(7), 631-642.

Marsh, F., & Wager, N. M. (2015). Restorative justice in cases of sexual violence: Exploring the views of the
public and survivors. Probation Journal, 62(4), 336-356.

Martschuk, N., Powell, M. B., Blewer, R., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2022). Legal decision making about
(child) sexual assault complaints: the importance of the information-gathering process. Current Issues in
Criminal Justice, 34(1), 58-76.

Masters, K., & Kebbell, M. (2019). Police officers' perceptions of a sex offender registration scheme:
Identifying and responding to risk. Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law, 26(3), 396-413.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1506717

Mathews, B. (2014). Mandatory reporting laws for child sexual abuse in Australia: A legislative history-report
for the royal commission into institutional responses to child sexual abuse.

Mathews, B. (2017). Optimising implementation of reforms to better prevent and respond to child sexual
abuse in institutions: Insights from public health, regulatory theory, and Australia’s Royal Commission. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 74, 86-98.

Mathews, B., & Collin-Vézina, D. (2019). Child sexual abuse: Toward a conceptual model and definition.
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 20(2), 131-148.

Mathews, B., Finkelhor, D., Collin-Vézina, D., Malacova, E., Thomas, H. J., Scott, J. G., ... & Lawrence, D.
(2025). Disclosure and non-disclosure of childhood sexual abuse in Australia: Results from a national survey.
Child Abuse & Neglect, 160, 107183.

Mathews, B., Pacella, R., Scott, J. G., Finkelhor, D., Meinck, F., Higgins, D. J., ... & Dunne, M. P. (2023). The
prevalence of child maltreatment in Australia: findings from a national survey. Medical Journal of Australia,
218, S13-S18.

Mathews, B., Walsh, K., Finkelhor, D., Parvin, K., Burton, M., Nicholas, M., ... & Flynn, A. (2025). Disclosure
of online child sexual victimisation: Findings from the Australian Child Maltreatment Study. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 165, 107493.

McAlinden, A. (2016). The Reintegration of Sexual Offenders. Irish Probation Journal, 13, 5 - 21.

McAlinden, A.-M. (2017). Restorative justice and sex offending. In T. Sanders (Ed.), The Oxford handbook of
sex offences and sex offenders (pp. 437-460). Oxford University Press.

McAlinden, A. M. (2006). 'Managing risk': From risk assessment to risk management. European Journal of
Criminology, 3(2), 121-141. https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370806061975

McCartan, K. (2016). Circles of Support and Accountability: Cabinet Office—Social action fund evaluation

(Final report). Retrieved from
https://eprints.uwe.ac.uk/28279/7/CoSA%20Social%20Action%20Fund%20%20Full%20version%20final.
pdf

McCartan, K., Kemshall, H., Westwood, S., Solle, J., MacKenzie, G., Cattel, J., & Pollard, A. (2014). Circles of
Support and Accountability (CoSA): A case file review of two pilots. London: Ministry of Justice.

McElvaney, R., Collin-Vezina, D., Alaggia, R., & Simpson, M. (2024). “Then | met this lovely police woman”:
Young people’s experiences of engagement with the criminal justice system. Child Abuse Review, 33(3), 1-
10. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2875

McElvaney, R., Lateef, R., Collin-Vézina, D., Alaggia, R., & Simpson, M. (2022). Bringing Shame Out of the
Shadows: Identifying Shame in Child Sexual Abuse Disclosure Processes and Implications for Psychotherapy.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(19-20), NP18738-NP18760.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211037435

McGlynn, C., Westmarland, N., & Godden, N. (2012). ‘I just wanted him to hear me’: Sexual violence and the
possibilities of restorative justice. Journal of Law and Society, 39(2), 213-240.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.7420/AK2021.26
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1506717
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370806061975
https://eprints.uwe.ac.uk/28279/7/CoSA%20Social%20Action%20Fund%20%20Full%20version%20final.pdf
https://eprints.uwe.ac.uk/28279/7/CoSA%20Social%20Action%20Fund%20%20Full%20version%20final.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2875
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211037435

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

MckKillop, N., Hine, L., Rayment-McHugh, S., Prenzler, T., Christensen, L. S., & Belton, E. (2022). Effectiveness
of sexual offender treatment and reintegration programs: Does program composition and sequencing
matter? Journal of Criminology, 55(2), 180-201. https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076221079046

MckKillop, N., & Rayment-McHugh, S. (2025). ‘What Works, for Whom?’ Sexual Offence Treatment Dosage,
Duration, Sequence, and Composition. Current Psychiatry Reports, 27(1), 58-65.

MckKillop, N., & Rayment-McHugh, S. (2022). Looking back to move forward: The history of stop it now! to
inform future directions.

McPherson, L., Gatwiri, K., Graham, A., Rotumah, D., Hand, K., Modderman, C., Chubb, J., & James, S. (2024).
What helps children and young people to disclose their experience of sexual abuse and what gets in the
way? A systematic scoping review. Child & Youth Care Forum. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-024-09825-5

McPherson, L., Gatwiri, K., Canosa, A., Rotumah, D., Modderman, C., Chubb, J., & Graham, A. (2025). How
Children and Young People Disclose That They Have Been Sexually Abused: Perspectives From Victims and
Survivors of Child Sexual Abuse. Health & Social Care in the Community, 2025(1), 8831616.

Melinder, A., Magnusson, M., & Gilstrap, L. L. (2021). What is a child-appropriate interview? Interaction
between child witnesses and police officers. International Journal on Child Maltreatment: Research, Policy
and Practice, 3(4), 369-392.

Miller, A., & Rubin, D. (2009). The contribution of children's advocacy centers to felony prosecutions of child
sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 33(1), 12-18.

Mills, H. (2015). The demonized other: Responding to ex-prisoners with convictions for child sexual offences.
Probation Journal, 62(4), 389-394. https://doi.org/10.1177/0264550515600542

Moher, D., Liberati, A., Tetzlaff, J., & Altman, D. G. (2009). Preferred reporting items for systematic reviews
and meta-analyses: the PRISMA statement. Bmj, 339.

Moritz, D., Pearson, A., & Mitchell, D. (2024). Community Views On Rape And Sexual Assault Sentencing.

Napier, S., Dowling, C., Morgan, A., & Talbot, D. (2018). What impact do public sex offender registries have
on community safety?. Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice, 550, 1-20.

Newman, E. F., Efthymiadou, E., Quayle, E., Squire, T., Denis, D., Wortley, R., ... & Koukopoulos, N. (2024).
The impact of a public health campaign to deter viewing of child sexual abuse images online: a case study
of the UK stop it now! campaign. Sexual Abuse, 36(6), 635-661.

Newman, A., Tener, D., Evans, E. H., Katz, C., Lusky-Weisrose, E., & Nadan, Y. (2023). Not a happy story. A
love story: Professional perceptions of love in families with child sexual abuse in two US mid-Atlantic Child
Advocacy Centers. Child Abuse & Neglect, 137, 106032.

Nwogu, N. N., Agrawal, L., Chambers, S., Buagas, A. B., Daniele, R. M., & Singleton, J. K. (2015). Effectiveness
of Child Advocacy Centers and the multidisciplinary team approach on prosecution rates of alleged sex
offenders and satisfaction of non-offending caregivers with allegations of child sexual abuse: a systematic
review. JBI Evidence Synthesis, 13(12), 93-129.

Oksal, H., Tunagir, M. T., Cincioglu, E., & Buber, 0. (2024). Factors facilitating and delaying disclosure and
reporting of child sexual abuse: insights from forensic interviews. The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry &
Psychology, 35(6), 900-918. https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2024.2388270

Olver, M. E., Stockdale, K. C., & Simourd, D. J. (2021). Assessment and modification of general criminal
attitudes among men who have sexually offended. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 48(4), 459-480.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820925846

Ost, S. (2016). A new paradigm of reparation for victims of child pornography. Legal Studies, 36(4), 613-
638.

Pacella, R., Nation, A., Mathews, B., Scott, J. G., Higgins, D. J., Haslam, D. M., ... & Monks, C. (2023). Child
maltreatment and health service use: findings of the Australian Child Maltreatment Study. Medical Journal
of Australia, 218, S40-S46.

Pacheco, E. L. M., Buenaventura, A. E., & Miles, G. M. (2023). “She was willing to send me there”: Intrafamilial
child sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of boys. Child abuse & neglect, 142, 105849.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076221079046
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-024-09825-5
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264550515600542
https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2024.2388270
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820925846

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Pal, G. (2022). Exploring the potentials of restorative justice mechanisms (SOTP and COSA) in treating child
sexual offenders in India. Journal of Victimology and Victim Justice, 5(2), 202-220.
https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069221119263

Pflugradt, D.M., Allen, B.P., & Marshall, W.L. (2018). A gendered strength-based treatment model for female
sexual offenders. Aggression & Violent Behavior, 40, 12-18.

Phillips, E., Oxburgh, G., Gavin, A., & Myklebust, T. (2012). Investigative interviews with victims of child sexual
abuse: The relationship between question type and investigation relevant information. Journal of police and
criminal psychology, 27, 45-54.

Piamenta, J., & Gal, T. (2025). ‘They told me | was not a party in this case’: Children's and young people's
experiences of participation and exclusion in the criminal justice process following their sexual maltreatment.
Child Abuse & Neglect, 162, 107078.

Pichler, A. S., Powell, M., Sharman, S. J., Zydervelt, S., Westera, N., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2021).
Inconsistencies in complainant's accounts of child sexual abuse arising in their cross-
examination. Psychology, Crime & Law, 27(4), 341-356.

Pichler, A. S., Sharman, S. J., Powell, M., Westera, N., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2020). Association between
interview quality and child sexual abuse trial outcome. Journal of Family Violence, 35(4), 395-403.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-019-00051-5

Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Esplin, P. W. (2004). Recent research on children’s testimony about
experienced and witnessed events. Developmental Review, 24(4), 440-468.

Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., Stewart, H., Sternberg, K. J., & Esplin, P. (2007). Factors associated with
nondisclosure of suspected abuse during forensic interviews. In Child sexual abuse (pp. 87-106). Psychology
Press.

Plastock, H., Bruce, C., & White, N. (2021). Survivors’ decision-making around legal initiation for historic CSA:
an interpretative phenomenological analysis. Journal of child sexual abuse, 30(4), 482-497.

Powell, M. B. (2013). An overview of current initiatives to improve child witness interviews about sexual
abuse. Current issues in criminal justice, 25(2), 711-720.

Powell, M. B., & Hughes-Scholes, C. H. (2009). Evaluation of the questions used to elicit evidence about
abuse from child witnesses: Australian study. Psychiatry, psychology and Law, 16(3), 369-378.

Purba, N., Suriani, S., Ismail, I., Tun Ismail, W. N. A., & Saragih, A. K. (2024). Double track system for child
convictions for sexual violence in North Sumatera: Perspective of restorative justice. Samarah, 8(2), 1216-
1238. https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v8i2.23000

Purcell, D. W., Malow, R. M., Dolezal, C., & Carballo-Diéguez, A. (2004). Sexual abuse of boys: Short- and
long-term associations and implications for HIV prevention. In L. J. Koenig, L. S. Doll, A. O'Leary, & W.
Pequegnat (Eds.), From child sexual abuse to adult sexual risk: Trauma, revictimization, and intervention (pp.
93-114). American Psychological Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/10785-005

Pradanita, V. N., Setiawati, Y., & Yuniar, S. (2019). Communicating using storytelling method to children
experienced sexual abuse and harassment. The International Journal of Counseling and Education, 1(6), 2.

Prenzler, T., McKillop, N., Rayment-McHugh, S., & Christensen, L. (2023). Best practice in sexual offender
rehabilitation and reintegration programs. Journal of Criminological Research, Policy and Practice, 9(3/4),
207-221.

Price, S., Prenzler, T., Rayment-McHugh, S., & McKillop, N. (2024). A review of restorative justice programmes
for First Nations Peoples in Queensland. International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal
Justice, 49(1), 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1080/01924036.2024.2319295

Priebe, B., Christensen, L. S., McKillop, N., & Rayment-McHugh, S. (2024a). “We need help too”: establishing
client and practitioner demand for responsive programs for women sentenced for child sexual abuse in
Australia. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, 63(7), 401-420.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2024.2406756

Priebe, B., Rayment-McHugh, S., McKillop, N., & Christensen, L. S. (2024b). What women want: Program
design for females sentenced for child sexual abuse. Victims & Offenders. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2024.2400994

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069221119263
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-019-00051-5
https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v8i2.23000
https://doi.org/10.1037/10785-005
https://doi.org/10.1080/01924036.2024.2319295
https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2024.2406756
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2024.2400994

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Priebe, B., Rayment-McHugh, S., McKillop, N., & Christensen, L. S. (2025). Offence-Specific Interventions for
Women Convicted of Child Sexual Abuse: Barriers for Program Implementation in Australia. The Prison
Journal, 00328855241309107.

Purohit, N., Stephenson, Z., & Kroese, B. S. (2024). Exploring Factors Related to the Process of Desistance
from Crime: A Qualitative Study of Females in the UK, Journal of Forensic Psychology Research and Practice,
1-25. https://doi.org/10.1080/24732850.2024.2393352

Putnam, F. W., Helmers, K., & Trickett, P. K. (1993). Development, reliability, and validity of a child
dissociation scale. Child Abuse and Neglect, 17(6), 731-741. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0145-
2134(08)80004-X

Quas, J. A., Mukhopadhyay, S., Winks, K. M. H., Dianiska, R. E., & Lyon, T. D. (2023). Successful Criminal
Prosecutions of Sex Trafficking and Sexual Abuse of Minors: A Comparative Analysis. Child Maltreatment,
28(3), 500-516. https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432

Queensland Courts. (2004). Practice Direction No. 3A of 2004 - Committal proceedings involving child
witnesses. https://www.courts.gld.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0007/85786/mc-pd-3Aof2004.pdf

Queensland  Police  Service. (2025). Operational Policies. Retrieved, 12 April 2025
https://www.police.qgld.gov.au/gps-corporate-documents/operational-policies

Rafferty, Y. (2018). Mental health services as a vital component of psychosocial recovery for victims of child
trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 88(3), 249-260.
https://doi.org/10.1037/0rt0000268

Rayment-McHugh, S., Adams, D., McKillop, N., Hanley, C., & Walker, C. (2025). Strong & Solid Spirit: design
& development of a treatment programme for First Nations men incarcerated for sexual offences. Journal
of Sexual Aggression, 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2025.2465401

Rayment-McHugh, S., Belton, E., McKillop, N., Christensen, L. S., Prenzler, T., & Hine, L. (2022). Beyond ‘what
works’: implementing sex offender treatment programs in the ‘real world’. Journal of Offender
Rehabilitation, 61(3), 148-167. https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2022.2045529

Read, J. M., & Powell, M. B. (2011). Improving the legal aspects of police interviewing of suspects. Psychiatry,
Psychology and Law, 18(4), 599-611.

Ricciardelli, R., Spencer, D. C., & Dodge, A. (2021). “Society wants to see a true victim”: Police interpretations
of victims of sexual violence. Feminist criminology, 16(2), 216-235.

Richards, K. (2011). Megan’s Law: Does it make children safer? Australian Institute of Criminology.
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi429

Richards, K., Death, J., & McCartan, K. (2020). Community-based approaches to sexual offender
reintegration: Key findings and future directions.

Richards, K., & McCartan, K. (2018). Public views about reintegrating child sex offenders via circles of
support and accountability (cosa): qualitative analysis. Deviant Behavior, 39(3), 400-416.

Richards, K., & Biron, D. (2024). Framing perpetrators of sexual violence who participate in Circles of Support
and Accountability (CoSA): an analysis of global print media reporting. International journal of offender
therapy and comparative criminology, 68(15), 1485-1504.

Richie-Zavaleta, A. C., Baranik, S., Mersch, S., Ataiants, J., & Rhodes, S. M. (2021). From victimization to
restoration: Multi-disciplinary collaborative approaches to care and support victims and survivors of human
trafficking. Journal of human trafficking, 7(3), 291-307.

Ring, S. (2017). The victim of historical child sexual abuse in the Irish Courts 1999-2006. Social & legal
studies, 26(5), 562-580.

Roberts, N., Reeves, C., & Jackson, L. (2024). ‘I'm getting out to nothing’: A temporal analysis of dominant
discourses and practices with residents convicted of child sex offences in probation Approved Premises.
Probation Journal, 71(2), 159-178. https://doi.org/10.1177/02645505231221194

Robinson, S. (2012). Enabling and protecting: Proactive approaches to addressing the abuse and neglect of
children and young people with disability.

Rodrigues, J. C., Vieira, M., da Silva, B F., & Ribeiro, L. M. (2023). What’'s new on the treatment of pedophilia
and hebephilia?. European Psychiatry, 66, S1098. https://doi.org/10.1192/j.eurpsy.2023.2333

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/24732850.2024.2393352
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0145-2134(08)80004-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0145-2134(08)80004-X
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432
https://www.courts.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/85786/mc-pd-3Aof2004.pdf
https://www.police.qld.gov.au/qps-corporate-documents/operational-policies
https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000268
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2025.2465401
https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2022.2045529
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/tandi/tandi429
https://doi.org/10.1177/02645505231221194
https://doi.org/10.1192/j.eurpsy.2023.2333

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Ronken, C. (2017). Ditto's Keep Safe Adventure Show: A Summary Report.

Ross, S., Wood, M. A, Baird, R., & Lundberg, K. (2023) Digital service delivery applications in corrections: A
scoping review. Criminology Research Advisory Council.

Rothman, E. F., Preis, S. R., Bright, K., Paruk, J., Bair-Merritt, M., & Farrell, A. (2020). A longitudinal evaluation
of a survivor-mentor program for child survivors of sex trafficking in the United States. Child Abuse & Neglect,
100, 104083.

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. (2017). Preface and executive
summary. Department of the Senate.

R v ABF [2021] QCA 240.
R v FQ [2008] QCA 68.

R v Griffith [2024] QDC 207.
R v RAK [2012] QCA 26.

Ryan, E. P., & Otonichar, J. M. (2016). Juvenile Sex Offenders. Current Psychiatry Reports, 18(7), 10.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-016-0706-1.

Sacau-Fontenla, A., & Morais, J. (2024). A Judge Is the Person Who Decides Who Sings Better: Children’s
Comprehension of Legal Terminology. Criminology, Criminal Justice, Law & Society, 25(3), 21-35.

Salehi, P., Hassan, S. Z., Lammerse, M., Sabet, S. S., Riiser, |., Rged, R. K., ... & Riegler, M. A. (2022).
Synthesizing a talking child avatar to train interviewers working with maltreated children. Big data and
cognitive computing, 6(2), 62, 1 - 22.

Salehijam, M. (2018). The value of systematic content analysis in legal research. Tilburg Law Review, 23(1-
2),34 - 42.

Sanchez de Ribera, 0., Christensen, L. S., Trajtenberg, N., & Hudson, K. (2024). Public perceptions toward
community management policies for individuals convicted of sexual offenses: a systematic review and meta-
analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 25(2), 1248-1264.

Schoon, W., & Briken, P. (2021). Obstacles in the Process of Dealing With Child Sexual Abuse-Reports From
Survivors Interviewed by the Independent Inquiry Into Child Sexual Abuse in Germany. Frontiers in
Psychology, 12, 619036-619036. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.619036

Schreier, A., Coffey, H. M., May, G., & Hansen, D. J. (2022). Financing mental health services at child
advocacy centers for victims of child sexual abuse and their families. Aggression and violent behavior, 65,
101638.

Segal, A., Pompedda, F., Haginoya, S., KaniuSonyt¢, G., & Santtila, P. (2024). Avatars with child sexual abuse
(vs. no abuse) scenarios elicit different emotional reactions. Psychology, Crime & Law, 30(3), 250-270.

Seleim, A., Ashour, A., & Bontis, N. (2007). Human capital and organizational performance: a study of
Egyptian software companies. Management Decision, 45(4), 789-801.

Seto, M. C., & Lalumiere, M. L. (2010). What is so special about male adolescent sexual offending? A review
and test of explanations through meta-analysis. Psychological bulletin, 136(4), 526-575.

Shang, X., Katz, |., & Tian, T. (2021). Protecting Sexually Abused Children with Intellectual Disability in the
Emerging Child Protection System in China: a Case Study. International Journal on Child Maltreatment:
Research, Policy and Practice, 4(4), 517-536.

Sharma, D., & Kewaliya, V. (2024). Expectations versus reality: Sex offender registration in India and the
United States. International Journal of Legal Information, 52(1), 88-97.

Sidebotham, P., & Appleton, J. V. (2021). Child Sexual Abuse: Common, Under-Reported and Concomitant
with Other Maltreatment. Child Abuse Review, 30(1), 3-8. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2670

Sigfusdottir, I. D., Asgeirsdottir, B. B., Gudjonsson, G. H., & Sigurdsson, J. F. (2008). A model of sexual abuse’s
effects on suicidal behavior and delinquency: The role of emotions as mediating factors. Journal of youth
and adolescence, 37, 699-712.

Simmons, M. L. (2019). Evaluating the legal assumptions of Victoria’s Sex Offender Registration Act 2004
from a psychological perspective. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 26(5), 783-796.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-016-0706-1
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.619036
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2670

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Sivagurunathan, M., Orchard, T., & Evans, M. (2019). Barriers to utilization of mental health services amongst
male child sexual abuse survivors: Service providers’ perspective. Journal of child sexual abuse, 28(7), 819-
839.

Slemaker, A., Mundey, P., Taylor, E. K., Beasley, L. O., & Silovsky, J. F. (2021). Barriers to Accessing Treatment
Services: Child Victims of Youths with Problematic Sexual Behavior. Int J Environ Res Public Health, 18(10).
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18105302

Smallbone, S. W., Crissman, B., & Rayment-McHugh, S. (2009). Improving therapeutic engagement with
adolescent  sexual offenders. Behavioural ~ Sciences and the Law, 27, 862-877.
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.905

Smith, D. W., Letourneau, E. J., Saunders, B. E., Kilpatrick, D. G., Resnick, H. S., & Best, C. L. (2000). Delay
in disclosure of childhood rape: Results from a national survey. Child abuse & neglect, 24(2), 273-287.

Snyder, H. (2019). Literature review as a research methodology: An overview and guidelines. Journal of
business research, 104, 333-339.

Spiegel, D., & Cardena, E. (1991). Disintegrated experience: The dissociative disorders revisited. Journal of
Abnormal Psychology, 100(3), 366-378. https://doi.org/10.1037/0021-843X.100.3.366

St George, S., Denne, E., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2022). “This incident happened when there were 10 people
in the house?” Exploring a framework to categorize defense attorneys’ plausibility questioning in CSA trials.
Psychology, Crime & Law. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2104277

St George, S., Sullivan, C. E., Bowman, R., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2025). “Is it hard to remember?” Attorneys’
questions about children’s memory in child sexual abuse trials. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law. Advance
online publication. https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000447

Stein, R., Goodman-Delahunty, J., & Sourdin, T. (2025). A communication intermediary, an autistic defendant
and cross-examination: a novel Australian case. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 1-25.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2025.2470627

Stewart, L. A., Hamilton, E., Wilton, G., Cousineau, C., & Varrette, S. K. (2014). The effectiveness of the Tupiq
program for Inuit sex offenders. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology,
59(12), 1338-1357. https://d0i:10.1177/0306624X14536374

Sdilleabhain, A. (2013). Small states bring big ideas to the United Nations. IPI Global Observation.

Sumampouw, N. E., De Ruiter, C., & Otgaar, H. (2022). Potential for police investigator bias: the impact of
child sexual abuse victims’ background characteristics on perceived statement credibility, case outcome and
quality of interview questions. Police practice and research, 23(3), 370-387.

Swingle, J. M., Tursich, M., Cleveland, J. M., Gold, S. N., Tolliver, S. F., Michaels, L., ... & Sciarrino, N. A. (2016).
Childhood disclosure of sexual abuse: Necessary but not necessarily sufficient. Child Abuse & Neglect, 62,

10-18.
Szumski, F., Kasparek, K., & Gierowski, J. K. (2016). Polish project of a sex offenders registry: A mental
health professionals’ perspective. Psychiatria Polska, 50(3), 487-496.

https://doi.org/10.12740/pp/62903

Tejada, A. J., & Linder, S. M. (2020). The influence of child sexual abuse on preschool-aged children. Early
Child Development and Care.

Tener, D., Newman, A., Yates, P., & Tarshish, N. (2020). Child Advocacy Center intervention with sibling sexual
abuse cases: Cross-cultural comparison of professionals’ perspectives and experiences. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 105, 104259.

Tener, D., Tarshish, N., & Turgeman, S. (2020). “Victim, perpetrator, or just my brother?” Sibling sexual abuse
in large families: A child advocacy center study. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 35(21-22), 4887-4912.

Teoh, Y. S., & Lamb, M. (2013). Interviewer demeanor in forensic interviews of children. Psychology, Crime
& Law, 19(2), 145-159.

Thompson, N. A., Bares, K. R., & Carlson, S. R. (2025). Child Advocacy Centers: Perspectives From Frontline
Child Protection Workers in Michigan, USA. Child Protection and Practice, 100162.

Tidefors, I., Arvidsson, H., Ingemarson, M., & Larsson, M. (2019). Young sexual offenders: A discourse on risk
factors, behaviours and outcomes. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 25(1), 38-50.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2018.1507482

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18105302
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.905
https://doi.org/10.1037/0021-843X.100.3.366
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2104277
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000447
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2025.2470627
https://doi:10.1177/0306624X14536374
https://doi.org/10.12740/pp/62903
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2018.1507482

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Tidefors, I., Ingevaldson, S., & Goulding, A. (2019). Recidivism in criminal behavior: A 10-year follow-up study
of 45 adolescent boys identified as sex offenders. Nordic Psychology, 71(2), 93-103.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2018.1514644

Tolliday, D. (2016). “Until we talk about everything, everything we talk about is just whistling into the wind”:
An interview with Pam Greer and Sigrid (‘Sig’) Herring. Sexual Abuse in Australia and New Zealand, 7(1), 70-
80.

Turner, S., Chamberlain, A. W., Jannetta, J., & Hess, J. (2015). Does GPS improve recidivism among high risk
sex offenders? Outcomes for California’s GPS pilot for high risk sex offender parolees. Victims &
Offenders, 10(1), 1-28.

Tuschick, E., Portnoy, S., Carthy, N., Gair, L., Hackett, S., & Wager, N. (2025). A systematic review of public
views on the reintegration of men convicted of a sexual offense into the community. Trauma, Violence, &
Abuse, 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380251325816

Ullman, S. E. (2023). Facilitators of sexual assault disclosure: A dyadic study of female survivors and their
informal supports. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 32(5), 615-636.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2023.2217812

Umbreit, M. S., & Armour, M. P. (2011). Restorative justice and dialogue: Impact, opportunities, and
challenges in the global community. Wash. UJL & Pol'y, 36, 65.

Umbreit, M. S., & Greenwood, J. (1999). National survey of victim-offender mediation programs in the United
States. Mediation Quarterly, 16(3), 235-251.

Van der Put, C. E. (2015). Female adolescent sexual and nonsexual violent offenders: A comparison of the
prevalence and impact of risk and protective factors for general recidivism. BMC Psychiatry, 15(1).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-015-0615-6

Van Ness, D. W. (2017). Restorative justice and international human rights. In Restorative Justice (pp. 121-
140). Routledge.

Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission. (2014). Beyond doubt: The experiences of
people with disabilities reporting crime - Research report (Chapters 5 and 6). Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commission.

Victorian Government. (2022). Preferred Terminology. https://www.vic.gov.au/family-violence-lived-
experience-strategy/preferred-terminology

Walker Sterling, R. (2015). Juvenile-sex-offender registration: An impermissible life sentence. U. Chi. L.
Rev., 82, 295 - 316.

Walton, K. (2021). Juror Perceptions of Victim Credibility in Cases of Intimate Partner Rape: An Evaluation of
Victim Depression and Victim Body Weight (Doctoral dissertation, Appalachian State University).

Walvisch, J., Richards, K., & Bartels, L. (2019). 3 ways to help sex offenders safely reintegrate back into the
community. The Conversation, 1-4.

Warner, K., & Bartels, L. (2015). Juvenile sex offending: Its prevalence and the criminal justice response.
University of New South Wales Law Journal, The, 38(1), 48-75.

Weinsheimer, C. C., Woiwod, D. M., Coburn, P. I., Chong, K., & Connolly, D. A. (2017). The unusual suspects:
Female versus male accused in child sexual abuse cases. Child Abuse & Neglect, 72, 446-455.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.09.003

Westera, N. J., Powell, M. B., Goodman-Delahunty, J., & Zajac, R. (2020). Special measures in child sexual
abuse cases: Views of Australian criminal justice professionals. Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 32(2),
224-242,

Westera, N. J., Powell, M. B., Zajac, R., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2019). Courtroom questioning of child
sexual abuse complainants: Views of Australian criminal justice professionals. Salus Journal, 7(1), 20-41.

Wheatcroft, J. M., & Walklate, S. (2014). Thinking differently about ‘false allegations’ in cases of rape: The
search for truth. International Journal of Criminology and Sociology, 3, 239-248.

Wherry, J. N., Huey, C. C., & Medford, E. A. (2015). A national survey of child advocacy center directors
regarding knowledge of assessment, treatment referral, and training needs in physical and sexual abuse.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 24(3), 280-299. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1009606

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2018.1514644
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380251325816
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2023.2217812
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-015-0615-6
https://www.vic.gov.au/family-violence-lived-experience-strategy/preferred-terminology
https://www.vic.gov.au/family-violence-lived-experience-strategy/preferred-terminology
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.09.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1009606

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Whitehead, J., & Roffee, J. (2016). Child Sexual Abuse in Fiji: Authority, Risk Factors and Responses. Current
Issues in Criminal Justice, 27(3), 323-334. https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2016.12036049

Willis, G. M. (2018). Why call someone by what we don't want them to be? The ethics of labeling in
forensic/correctional psychology. Psychology, Crime & Law, 24(7), 727-743.

Willis, M., & Moore, J. (2008). Reintegration of Indigenous Prisoners. Australian Institute of Criminology.

Wilson-Kovacs, D., Rappert, B., & Redfern, L. (2022). Dirty work? Policing online indecency in digital
forensics. The British Journal of Criminology, 62(1), 106-123.

Wolfman, M., Brown, D., & Jose, P. (2016). Talking past each other: Interviewer and child verbal exchanges
in forensic interviews. Law and Human Behavior, 40(2), 107. sexual abuse. Journal of child sexual abuse,
25(4), 363-381.

World Health Organization. (1999). WHO recognises child abuse as a major public health problem.
https://www.who.int/inf-pr-1999/en/pr99-20.html

Wylie, B. E., Bruer, K. C., Williams, S., & Evans, A. D. (2024). Lawyer questioning practices in Canadian
courtrooms. Canadian Journal of Behavioural Science / Revue canadienne des sciences du comportement.
https://doi.org/10.1037/cbs0000413

Zgoba, K. M., & Mitchell, M. M. (2021). The effectiveness of sex offender registration and notification: A
meta-analysis of 25 years of findings. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 1-26.

E¥Y . UnisC Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2016.12036049
https://www.who.int/inf-pr-1999/en/pr99-20.html
https://doi.org/10.1037/cbs0000413

Abracen, J., & Looman, J. (2016). Treatment of high-risk sexual offenders: An integrated
approach. Wiley Blackwell.

Abulafia, J., & Epstein, R. (2020). Impersonal and Predatory Relations With Child Victims
of Sexual Assault: Pedophilic Interest and Early Childhood Abuse. International Journal
of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 64(16), 1741-1756.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x20928018.

Aebi, M., Krause, C., Barra, S., Vogt, G., Vertone, L., Manetsch, M., Imbach, D., Endrass,
J., Rossegger, A., Schmeck, K., & Bessler, C. (2022). What Kind of Therapy Works With
Juveniles Who Have Sexually Offended? A Randomized-Controlled Trial of Two Versions
of a Specialized Cognitive Behavioral Outpatient Treatment Program. Sex Abuse, 34(8),
973-1002. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211070804.

Afifi, T. 0., MacMillan, H. L., Taillieu, T., Cheung, K., Turner, S., Tonmyr, L., & Hovdestad,
W. (2015). Relationship between child abuse exposure and reported contact with child
protection organizations: Results from the Canadian Community Health Survey. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 46, 198-206. https://doi.org/10.1016/].chiabu.2015.05.001.

Ahern, E. C., Stolzenberg, S. N., & Lyon, T. D. (2015). Do Prosecutors Use Interview
Instructions or Build Rapport with Child Witnesses? Behavioural Science Law, 33(4),
476-492. https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2183.

Akca, D., Lariviere, C. D., & Eastwood, J. (2021). Assessing the efficacy of investigative
interviewing training courses: A systematic review. International Journal of Police
Science & Management, 23(1), 73-84.

Akerman, G., Craig, L. A., & Beech, A. R. (2015). Treating child sex abusers: A person-
centered approach. In D. T. Wilcox, T. Garrett, & L. Harkins (Eds.), Sex offender
treatment: A case study approach to issues and interventions (pp. 65-84). Wiley
Blackwell.

Aker, T. H., & Johnson, M. S. (2020). Interviewing alleged victims with mild and moderate
intellectual disabilities and autism: A field study of police-investigated cases of physical
and sexual abuse in a Norwegian national sample. Journal of Intellectual Disability
Research, 64(10), 782-792. https://doi.org/10.1111/jir.12771.

Allan, A., Parry, C. L., Tubex, H., Spiranovic, C., & Morgan, F. (2021). Forensic experts’
perspectives on Australian Indigenous sexual offenders and factors important in
evaluating the risk of recidivism. International Journal of Offender Therapy and
Comparative Criminology, 65(15), 1653-1675.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X20967941

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Alves, R. T., Nelson-Gardell, D., Tavares, M., & Young, T. L. (2019). Developing a
Functional Code System to Analyze Forensic Interviews with Suspected Victims of Child
Sexual Abuse. Child & Adolescent Social Work Journal, 36(3), 305-316.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-019-00612-z.

Ambroziak, G., Vincent, S. R., Kahn, R. E., Mundst, J. C., & Thornton, D. (2022). Recidivism
and violations among sexually violent persons on supervised release. Psychology, Public
Policy, and Law. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000364

Anderson, G. D. (2016). The Continuum of Disclosure: Exploring Factors Predicting
Tentative Disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse Allegations During Forensic Interviews and
the Implications for Practice, Policy, and Future Research. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse,
25(4), 382-402. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1153559.

Andrews, S. J.,, & Lamb, M. E. (2019). Lawyers’ question content and children’s
responses in Scottish criminal courts. Psychology, Crime & Law, 25(10), 1008-1027.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1611829

Andrews, S. J., Lamb, M. E., & Lyon, T. D. (2015). The effects of question repetition on
responses when prosecutors and defense attorneys question children alleging sexual
abuse in court. Law and  Human Behaviour, 39(6), 559-570.
https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000152.

Andrews, S. J., Lamb, M. E., & Lyon, T. D. (2015). Question types, responsiveness and
self-contradictions when prosecutors and defense attorneys question alleged victims of
child sexual abuse. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 29(2), 253-261.
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3103

Arnold, B. (2023). 'You, of all people': the inappropriateness of imputing knowledge of
victim harm onto sexually abused child sexual offenders during sentencing. Current
Issues in Criminal Justice, 35(2), 214-233.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2022.2160225.

Atkinson, K. D., Fix, S. T., & Fix, R. L. (2023). Racial Disparities in Child Physical and
Sexual Abuse Substantiations: Associations with Childs' and Accused Individuals' Race.
Journal of Child & Family Studies, 32(1), 44-56. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-022-
02403-0.

Augarde, S., & Rydon-Grange, M. (2022). Female perpetrators of child sexual abuse: A
review of the clinical and empirical literature—A 20-year update. Aggression and Violent
Behavior, 62, 1-17. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2021.101687

Augusti, E. M., & Myhre, M. C. (2024). The Barriers and Facilitators to Abuse Disclosure
and Psychosocial Support Needs in Children and Adolescents Around the Time of

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x20928018
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211070804
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2015.05.001
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2183
https://doi.org/10.1111/jir.12771
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X20967941
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-019-00612-z
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000364
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1153559
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1611829
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000152
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3103
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2022.2160225
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-022-02403-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-022-02403-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2021.101687

Disclosure. Child Care in Practice, 30(2), 187-202.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13575279.2021.1902279.

Azizian, A., Olver, M. E., Rokop, J., & D'Orazio, D. M. (2022). A Preliminary Analysis of
Sexual Recidivism and Predictive Validity of the Static-99R in Men Discharged from State
Hospitals Pursuant to California's Sexually Violent Predator Act. Sex Abuse, 34(3), 319-
340. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211019726.

Azzopardi, C., Eirich, R., Rash, C. L., MacDonald, S., & Madigan, S. (2019). A meta-
analysis of the prevalence of child sexual abuse disclosure in forensic settings. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 93, 291-304. https://doi.org/10.1016/]j.chiabu.2018.11.020.

Babchishin, K. M., Dibayula, S., McCulloch, C., Hanson, R. K., & Helmus, L. M. (2023).
ACUTE-2007 and STABLE-2007 predict recidivism for men adjudicated for child sexual
exploitation material offending. Law and Human Behaviour, 47(5), 606-618.
https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000540.

Babchishin, K. M., Hanson, R. K., & Blais, J. (2016). Less Is More: Using Static-2002R
Subscales to Predict Violent and General Recidivism Among Sexual Offenders. Sex
Abuse, 28(3), 187-217. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215569544.

Babchishin, K. M., Nunes, K. L., Hermann, C. A., & Malcom, J. (2015). Implicit sexual
interest in children: Does separating gender influence discrimination when using the
Implicit Association Test? Journal of Sexual Aggression, 21(2), 194-208.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2013.836575.

Bailey, D. J., & Klein, J. L. (2018). Ashamed and alone: Comparing offender and family
member experiences with the sex offender registry. Criminal Justice Review, 43(4), 440-
457.

Bailey, C., Knight, T., Koolmatrie, J., Brubacher, S., & Powell, M. (2019). Indigenous
perspectives on Operation RESET: An initiative to improve the identification and
prosecution of child sexual abuse incidents in remote Indigenous communities.
Australian Psychologist, 54(3), 187-192. https://doi.org/10.1111/ap.12349.

Bailey, C., Powell, M., & Brubacher, S. P. (2017). The attrition of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous child sexual abuse cases in two Australian jurisdictions. Psychology, Public
Policy, and Law, 23(2), 178-190. https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000119.

Bailey, C., Shaw, J., & Harris, A. (2023). Mandatory Reporting and Adolescent Sexual
Assault. Trauma Violence & Abuse, 24(2), 454-467.
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211030239.

Bailey, J. M., Bernhard, P. A., & Hsu, K. J. (2016). An Internet study of men sexually
attracted to children: Correlates of sexual offending against children. Journal of
Abnormal Psychology, 125(7), 989-1000. https://doi.org/10.1037/abn0000213.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Ball, M., Bouhours, B., & Broadhurst, R. (2024). Online paedophiles and the criminal
justice experience: A qualitative perspective. Child Abuse & Neglect, 155, 106996.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106996.

Barra, S., Mokros, A., Landolt, M. A., Bessler, C., & Aebi, M. (2021). Criminal recidivism
and psychosocial adversity in offense-related subtypes of sexually abusive adolescents.
Journal of Sexual Aggression, 27(2), 185-203.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2020.1842922.

Barrow, J. F., Combes, H. A, & Rathbone, L. (2021). Using Q-methodology to explore what
is valued from child sexual exploitation services: The importance of safety. Journal of
Child Sexual Abuse, 30(6), 746-763.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.189429.

Baugerud, G. A., Johnson, M. S., Klingenberg Rged, R., Lamb, M. E., Powell, M.,
Thambawita, V., Hicks, S. A., Salehi, P., Hassan, S. Z., & Halvorsen, P. (2021). Multimodal
virtual avatars for investigative interviews with children. In Proceedings of the 2021 ACM
Workshop on Intelligent Cross-Data Analysis and Retrieval, (pp.2-8).

Bazinet, A., Carniello, T. N., Abracen, J., Looman, J., & Valliant, P. M. (2022). The
contribution of psychopathic traits and substance use in the prediction of recidivism of
sexual offenders. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 81, 101779.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].ijp.2022.101779.

Beagley, L. (2024). Submission to the Australian Law Reform Commission: Inquiry into
Justice Responses to Sexual Violence.

Beier, K. M., Nentzl, J., von Heyden, M., Fishere, M., & Amelung, T. (2024). Preventing
Child Sexual Abuse and the Use of Child Sexual Abuse Materials: Following up on the
German Prevention Project Dunkelfeld. Journal of Prevention, 45(6), 881-900.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10935-024-00792-0.

Bejinariu, A., Kennedy, M. A., & Cimino, A. N. (2021). “They said they were going to help
us get through this ...”: documenting interactions between police and commercially
sexually exploited youth. Journal of Crime and Justice, 44(3), 241-257.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2020.1807389.

Bélanger, P. L., Fortin, F., Deslauriers-Varin, N., & Paquette, S. (2023). Exploring
Interrogation-Related Stressors: Factors Influencing Apparent Stress in Investigative
Interviews with Suspects. Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 65(3),
47-67. https://doi.org/10.3138/c¢jccj-2023-0032.

Bengtson, S., & Giraldi, A. (2023). The complex link between mental disorders and re-
offending in sexual offenders: Why we need to learn more. Acta Psychiatrica
Scandinavica, 148(1), 3-5. https://doi.org/10.1111/acps.13584.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/13575279.2021.1902279
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211019726
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.11.020
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000540
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215569544
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2013.836575
https://doi.org/10.1111/ap.12349
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000119
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211030239
https://doi.org/10.1037/abn0000213
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106996
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2020.1842922
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.189429
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijlp.2022.101779
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10935-024-00792-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/0735648X.2020.1807389
https://doi.org/10.3138/cjccj-2023-0032
https://doi.org/10.1111/acps.13584

Berryessa, C. M. (2022). A Dual-Process Approach to Moral Panic and Public Support for
Sex Offender Management Policies. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(17-18),
Npl16700-np16726. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211023490.

Birgden, A. (2020). The treatment and management of child sexual abusers: Applying an
evidence-based and ethical approach in the community. In I. Bryce & W. Petherick (Eds.),
Child sexual abuse: Forensic issues in evidence, impact, and management (pp. 605-
624). Elsevier Academic Press. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00027-
1

Blasbalg, U., Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., Karni-Visel, Y., & Ahern, E. C. (2019). Is
Interviewer Support Associated With the Reduced Reluctance and Enhanced
Informativeness of Alleged Child Abuse Victims? Law and Human Behavior, 43(2), 156-
165. https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000303

Bleakley, P. (2020). 'No action required": A historical pattern of inaction and discretion
towards child sexual abuse in Queensland policing. Police Journal, 93(2), 109-130.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0032258X19839281.

Block, S, & Linda, W. (2019). The Prosecution of Child Sexual Abuse: A Partnership to
Improve Outcomes.

Block, S. D., Johnson, H. M., Gonzales, J. E., Winstead, A. P., Ramsey, M. G., Shockley, K.
L., & Williams, L. M. (2024). Finding justice? Recommendations beyond prosecution in
500 cases of child sexual abuse. Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 30(4), 447-461.
https://doi.org/10.1037/law00004 38.

Block, S. D., Johnson, H. M., Williams, L. M., Shockley, K. L., Wang, E., & Widaman, K. F.
(2023). Predictors of Prosecutorial Decisions in Reports of Child Sexual Abuse. Child
Maltreatment, 28(3), 488-499. https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595221074375.

Bochenski, M. (2022). Lawmaking and sentencing in rape and child sexual abuse cases
in Poland - Dead end or rational criminal policy? Criminal Law Forum, 33(3), 233-253.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10609-022-09439-3.

Bochenski, M. (2015). Expert reports in cases of rape and child sexual abuse. Z
Zagadnien Nauk Sadowych, 101, 24-38.

Bosetti, R. L., & Fix, R. L. (2024). Making a Bad Situation Worse: Current and Potential
Unintended Consequences of Juvenile Registration for Sexual Offences. Archives of
Sexual Behavior, 53(6), 2011-2023. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-024-02860-2.

Bottoms, B. L., Golding, J. M., Stevenson, M. C., Wiley, T. R. A., & Yozwiak, J. A. (2017). A
review of factors affecting jurors’ decisions in child sexual abuse cases. In R. C. L.
Lindsay, D. F. Ross, J. D. Read, & M. P. Toglia (Eds.), The handbook of eyewitness
psychology: Volume | (pp. 509-544). Psychology Press.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Bracewell, T. (2016). Children’s Advocacy Centers’ effect on the prosecutorial decision
to accept or reject cases of child sexual abuse (Publication No. 2016-21248-299)
[Doctoral dissertation, Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and
Social Sciences, 76(12-A(E))]. ProQuest Dissertations Publishing.

Bracewell, T. E. (2018). Multidisciplinary team involvement and prosecutorial decisions
in child sexual abuse cases. Child & Adolescent Social Work Journal, 35(6), 567-576.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-018-0557-1.

Bracewell, T. E. (2018). Outcry Consistency and Prosecutorial Decisions in Child Sexual
Abuse Cases. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 27(4), 424-438.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1474413.

Bracewell, T. E., & Greenwood, L. M. (2021). Child Sexual Assault Nurse Examinations
and Prosecutorial Decisions to Accept or Reject Cases of Child Sexual Abuse. Journal of
Forensic Nursing, 17(2), E10-e17. https://doi.org/10.1097/jfn.0000000000000328.

Broaddus-Shea, E. T., Scott, K., Reijnders, M., & Amin, A. (2021). Areview of the literature
on good practice considerations for initial health system response to child and
adolescent sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 116, 104225.

Brodie, Z. P., Shirlaw, K., & Hand, C. J. (2024). The Impact of Mental Illness and
Intellectual Disability Information on General Public Perceptions of a Person Convicted
of a Child Sex Offence. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 36(3), 292-
319. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231159072.

Brouillette-Alarie, S., & Proulx, J. (2019). The Etiology of Risk in Sexual Offenders: A
Preliminary Model. Sex Abuse, 31(4), 431-455.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218759325.

Brown, D., Walker, D., & Godden, E. (2021). Tele-forensic interviewing to elicit children’s
evidence—Benefits, risks, and practical considerations. Psychology, Public Policy, and
Law, 27(1), 17 - 29.

Burbridge-James, W. (2018). Childhood sexual abuse: disclosure and mandatory
reporting - ethical and clinical implications. BJPsych Advances, 24(2), 141-144.
https://doi.org/10.1192/bja.2017.33.

Burrows, K. S., Bearman, M., Dion, J., & Powell, M. B. (2017). Children's use of sexual
body part terms in witness interviews about sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 65,
226-235. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.02.001.

Burrows, K. S., & Powell, M. B. (2015). Prosecutors’ perspectives on clarifying sexual
acts in child abuse interviews. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 22(6), 903-911.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2015.1019332.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211023490
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00027-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00027-1
https://doi.org/10.1177/0032258X19839281
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000438
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595221074375
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10609-022-09439-3
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-024-02860-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-018-0557-1
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1474413
https://doi.org/10.1097/jfn.0000000000000328
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231159072
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218759325
https://doi.org/10.1192/bja.2017.33
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.02.001
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2015.1019332

Bustnay, T. G. (2020). Group Intervention with Parents of Juvenile Sex Offenders. Journal
of Child Sexual Abuse, 29(3), 278-294.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1639093.

Buttars, A., Huss, M. T., & Brack, C. (2016). An analysis of an intensive supervision
program for sex offenders using propensity scores. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation,
55(1), 51-68.

Butterby, K., & Hackett, S. (2022). ‘It’s like we're locked in a box’: Girls’ and mothers’
experiences of the police and legal system following child sexual abuse. Children &
Society, 36(1), 149-165. https://doi.org/10.1111/chs0.12490.

Cacuci, S. A, Bull, R., Huang, C. Y., & Visu-Petra, L. (2021). Criteria-Based Content
Analysis in Child Sexual Abuse Cases: A Cross-Cultural Perspective. Child Abuse Review,
30(6), 520-535. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2733.

Caldwell, M. F. (2016). Quantifying the decline in juvenile sexual recidivism rates.
Psychology, Public Policy, and Law, 22(4), 414-426.
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000094.

Callahan, P. A., Jeglic, E. L., & Calkins, C. (2025). Intellectual Ability and Sexual
Recidivism Risk Assessment: Comparing Predictive Accuracy in an Incarcerated U.S.
Sample. Sex Abuse, 37(2), 181-214. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632241268471.

Calleja, N. G. (2022). Developmentally-informed treatment for adolescent sex offenders:
An effectiveness evaluation of the Forward-Focused Model. Journal of Offender
Rehabilitation, 61(2), 106-120.

Campbell, F., Booth, A., Hackett, S., & Sutton, A. (2020). Young People Who Display
Harmful Sexual Behaviors and Their Families: A Qualitative Systematic Review of Their
Experiences of Professional Interventions. Trauma Violence Abuse, 21(3), 456-469.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838018770414.

Campbell, R., Greeson, M. R., Fehler-Cabral, G., & Kennedy, A. C. (2015). Pathways to
Help: Adolescent Sexual Assault Victims' Disclosure and Help-Seeking Experiences.
Violence Against Women, 21(7), 824-847.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215584071.

Canavan, J. W., Borowski, C., Essex, S., & Perkowski, S. (2021). Multidisciplinary
Responses to the Sexual Victimization of Children: Use of Control Phone Calls. Journal
of Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2), Np384-np401.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517730565.

Carl, L. C., & Losel, F. (2021). When sexual offender treatment in prison-based social-
therapeutic treatment is not completed: Relationship to risk factors and recidivism after
release. Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health, 31(6), 421-435.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Caro, P., Turner, W., Caldwell, D. M., & Macdonald, G. (2023). Comparative effectiveness
of psychological interventions for treating the psychological consequences of sexual
abuse in children and adolescents: a network meta-analysis. Cochrane Database of
Systematic Reviews, 2023(6). https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD013361.pub2 .

Carpentier, J., & Proulx, J. (2021). Recidivism Rates of Treated, Non-Treated and Dropout
Adolescent Who Have Sexually Offended: A Non-Randomized Study. Frontiers in
Psychology, 12, 757242, https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.757242.

Carr, A. E., & Willis, G. M. (2022). Balancing Political and Criminogenic Needs: Evaluating
the New Zealand Department of Corrections' Response to Men Assessed With a Below
Average Risk for Sexual Recidivism. Sex Abuse, 34(4), 456-482.
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211042365.

Cashmore, J., Taylor, A., & Parkinson, P. (2017). The characteristics of reports to the
police of child sexual abuse and the likelihood of cases proceeding to prosecution after
delays in reporting. Child Abuse Neglect, 74, 49-61.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.07.006.

Cashmore, J., Taylor, A., & Parkinson, P. (2020). Fourteen-Year Trends in the Criminal
Justice Response to Child Sexual Abuse Reports in New South Wales. Child
Maltreatment, 25(1), 85-95. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519853042.

Cashmore, J., Taylor, A., Shackel, R., & Parkinson, P. (2016). The impact of delayed
reporting on the prosecution and outcomes of child sexual abuse cases. Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

Cassidy, H., Akehurst, L., & Cherryman, J. (2020). Police Interviewers' Perceptions of
Child Credibility in Forensic Investigations. Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law, 27(1), 61-
80. https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2019.1687044.

Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse. (2023). The child is formally interviewed by
the police and children’s social care. http://www.csacentre.org.uk

Chenier, K., Shawyer, A., Milne, R., & Williams, A. (2022). Police interviews with adult
reporters of historical child sexual abuse: Exploring the link between verbal rapport and
information obtained. Child Abuse & Neglect, 134, 105943-105943.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105943.

Chenier, K., Shawyer, A., Williams, A., & Milne, R. (2021). 'Cold feet': The attrition of
historic child sexual abuse cases reported to the police in a Northern Canadian Territory.
Child Abuse & Neglect, 120, 105206. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.105206.

Chenier, K., Shawyer, A., Williams, A., & Milne, R. (2024). Historical child sexual abuse
cases reported to the police by Indigenous adults in a northern Canadian territory: an
exploration of factors affecting the likelihood of charges and convictions. Journal of
Sexual Aggression, 30 (1), https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2024.2331146.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1639093
https://doi.org/10.1111/chso.12490
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2733
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000094
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632241268471
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838018770414
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215584071
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517730565
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.757242
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211042365
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.07.006
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519853042
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2019.1687044
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105943
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.105206
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2024.2331146

Choudhary, V., Satapathy, S., & Sagar, R. (2019). Qualitative Study on the Impact of Child
Sexual Abuse: Perspectives of Children, Caregivers, and Professionals in Indian Context.
Journal of Child Sex Abuse, 28(4), 489-510.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1563262.

Christensen, L. S., Rayment-McHugh, S., McKillop, N., Cairns, N., & Webster, J. (2022a).
Understanding what works in the police management of child sex offenders in the
community. The Police Journal, 95(3), 508-536.

Christensen, L. S., Sanchez de Ribera, O., & Trajtenberg, N. (2022b). A Systematic
Review of Professionals' Views About Community Management Policies for Individuals
Convicted of Sexual Offenses. Sex Abuse, 34(2), 127-156.
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211000369.

Christensen, L. S., Sharman, S. J., & Powell, M. B. (2016). Identifying the characteristics
of child sexual abuse cases associated with the child or child's parents withdrawing the
complaint. Child Abuse & Neglect, 57, 53-60.

Christensen, L. S., Sharman, S. J., & Powell, M. B. (2016). Identifying the characteristics
of child sexual abuse cases that exit the criminal justice system before the forensic
interview. International Journal of Police Science and Management, 18(2), 104-114.
https://doi.org/10.1177/146135571664197 3.

Chu, C. M., Koh, L. L., Zeng, G., & Teoh, J. (2015). Youth who sexual offended: primary
human goods and offense pathways. Sex Abuse, 27(2), 151-172.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213499188.

Chung, K. L., Ding, I. L., & Sumampouw, N. E. J. (2022). Police's and victim care officers'
beliefs about memory and investigative interviewing with children: Survey findings from
Malaysia. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 36(3), 573-580.
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3945.

Coburn, P. ., Chong, K., & Connolly, D. A. (2017). The Effect of Case Severity on Sentence
Length in Cases of Child Sexual Assault in Canada. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(3),
319-333. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1283651.

Cody, C., Bovarnick, S., & Peace, D. (2023). ‘It's like a much deeper understanding and
you kind of believe them more ...”: The value of peer support for young people affected
by sexual violence. Child Abuse Review, 32(3). https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2789.

Cole, J., & Sprang, G. (2020). Post-implementation of a Safe Harbor law in the U.S.:
Review of state administrative data. Child Abuse & Neglect, 101, 104320.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104320.

Cooley, B. N., Moore, S. E., & Sample, L. L. (2017). The role of formal social control
mechanisms in deterring sex offending as part of the desistance process. Criminal

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Justice Studies: A Critical Journal of Crime, Law & Society, 30(2), 136-157.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1478601X.2017.1299335.

Cooper, E. S., & Holgersen, H. (2016). Treatment Experiences of Child Sexual Offenders
in Norway: A Qualitative Study. Journal of Child Sex Abuse, 25(7), 699-718.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1212958.

Cossins, A., Jayakody, A., Norrie, C., & Parkinson, P. (2016). The role of photographic and
video documentation in the investigation and prosecution of child sexual assault. Journal
of Law and Medicine, 23(4), 925-937.

Coté, E., Cyr, M., Brillon, P., Dion, J., Daignault, I. V., & Gendron, A. (2024). Facility dogs
during police investigative interviews: Does it decrease children's reluctance? Child
Abuse and Neglect, 154. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106949.

Craig, E. (2020). Child’s Play or Sexual Abuse? Reviewing the Efficacy of the Justice
Framework in Dealing with Child on Child Sexual Abuse in the United Kingdom. Journal
of Child Sexual Abuse, 29(6), 734-748.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2020.1719448.

Craig, L. A., & Rettenberger, M. (2018). An Etiological Approach to Sexual Offender
Assessment: CAse Formulation Incorporating Risk Assessment (CAFIRA). Current
Psychiatry Reports, 20(6), 43. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-018-0904-0.

Crisma, M., Bascelli, E., Paci, D. & Romito, P. (2004) Adolescents who experienced
sexual abuse: Fears, needs and impediments to disclosure. Child Abuse & Neglect,
28(10), 1035-1048. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2004.03.015

Cross, T. P., Ernberg, E., & Walsh, W. A. (2022). The criminal justice response to child
and youth victimization. In R. Geffner, J. W. White, L. K. Hamberger, A. Rosenbaum, V.
Vaughan-Eden, & V. |. Vieth (Eds.), Handbook of interpersonal violence and abuse across
the lifespan: A project of the National Partnership to, 1797 -1827 (pp. 1797-1827).
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_295.

Cross, T. P., Vieth, V. I., Russell, A., & Jensen, C. J. (2022). Adult sex offenders against
children: Etiology, typologies, investigation, treatment, monitoring, and recidivism. In R.
Geffner, J. W. White, L. K. Hamberger, A. Rosenbaum, V. Vaughan-Eden, & V. I. Vieth
(Eds.), Handbook of interpersonal violence and abuse across the lifespan: A project of
the National Partnership to (pp. 857-883). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
319-89999-2_321.

Cross, T. P., & Whitcomb, D. (2017). The practice of prosecuting child maltreatment:
Results of an online survey of prosecutors. Child Abuse & Neglect, 69, 20-28.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.04.007.

Cullen, 0., Ernst, K. Z., Dawes, N., Binford, W., & Dimitropoulos, G. (2020). “Our Laws
Have Not Caught up with the Technology”: Understanding Challenges and Facilitators in

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1563262
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632211000369
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461355716641973
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213499188
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3945
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1283651
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2789
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104320
https://doi.org/10.1080/1478601X.2017.1299335
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2016.1212958
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106949
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2020.1719448
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-018-0904-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2004.03.015
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_295
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_321
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_321
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.04.007

Investigating and Prosecuting Child Sexual Abuse Materials in the United States. Laws,
9(4), Article 28. https://doi.org/10.3390/l1aws9040028.

Curcio-Alexander, J., Goldstein, J. B., & Weiss, K. J. (2015). Child sexual abuse
investigations: What every expert witness needs to know. In K. J. Weiss & C. Watson
(Eds.), Psychiatric expert testimony: Emerging applications (pp. 30-45). Oxford
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199346592.003.0003.

Dailey, F. L. (2016). ISOTP impact on juvenile sex offenders in residential care settings
(Publication No. 2016-26518-264) [Doctoral dissertation, Institution unknown].
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global.

Dallaston, E., & Mathews, B. (2021). Unlawful sexual relationships: A comparative
analysis of criminal laws against persistent child sexual abuse in Queensland and South
Australia. Adelaide Law Review, 42(1), 1-37.

Dallaston, E., & Mathews, B. (2022). Reforming Australian Criminal Laws against
Persistent Child Sexual Abuse. Sydney Law Review, 44(1), 77-109.

Danby, M. C. (2024). Five considerations about memory processes for child investigative
interviewers. Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, 18(1), Article paad097.
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paad097.

Danby, M. C., Earhart, B., Brubacher, S. P., Powell, M. B., Goodman-Delahunty, J., &
Westera, N. J. (2019). Tracking labels for occurrences of alleged child abuse from police
interviews to trials. Legal and Criminological Psychology, 24(1), 41-54.
https://doi.org/10.1111/Icrp.12146.

Danby, M. C., & Sharman, S. J. (2023). Open-ended initial invitations are particularly
helpful in eliciting forensically relevant information from child witnesses. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 146, 106505. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106505.

Danby, M. C., & Sharman, S. J. (2024). An exploration of interview breaks in child forensic
interviews. Policing: A Journal of Policy and Practice, 18(1), Article paae081.
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paaec081.

DeBlasio, S., & Mojtahedi, D. (2024). Exploring the relationship between criminal
narrative experience (CNE) and criminal thinking among sexual offenders. Journal of
Criminological Research, Policy and Practice. https://doi.org/10.1108/JCRPP-11-
2023-0116.

Denne, E. (2023). Understanding children’s reports of grooming in child sexual abuse
cases (Publication No. 2023-10940-029) [Doctoral dissertation, Institution unknown].
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global.

Denne, E., St George, S., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2023). Myths and misunderstandings
about child sexual abuse in criminal investigations. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

38(1-2), 1893-1919. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221093679.

Denne, E., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2023). Exploring how attorneys address grooming in
criminal trials of child sexual abuse. Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 41(6), 488-503.
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2637.

Denne, E., Sullivan, C., Ernest, K., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2020). Assessing children’s
credibility in courtroom investigations of alleged child sexual abuse: Suggestibility,
plausibility, and consistency. Child  Maltreatment, 25(2), 224-232.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519872825.

DeSorcy, D. R., Olver, M. E., & Wormith, J. S. (2016). Working alliance and its relationship
with treatment outcome in a sample of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal sexual offenders.
Sexual Abuse, 28(4), 291-313. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214556360.

DeSorcy, D. R., Olver, M. E., & Wormith, J. S. (2020). Working alliance and psychopathy:
Linkages to treatment outcome in a sample of treated sexual offenders. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 35(7-8), 1739-1760.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517698822.

Devilly, G., & Le Grand, J. (2015). Sentencing of sex-offenders: A survey study
investigating judges’ sentences and community perspectives. Psychiatry, Psychology,
and Law, 22(2), 184-197. https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2014.931324.

Dianiska, R. E., Luna, S., Winks, K. M., Quas, J. A., & Redlich, A. D. (2023). Current
investigator practices and beliefs on interviewing trafficked minors. Psychology, Public
Policy, and Law, 29(1), 32-45. https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000378.

Dianiska, R. E., Simpson, E., Kim, S., Lyon, T. D., & Quas, J. A. (2024). Building rapport in
interviews with adolescent trafficking victims. Child Abuse Review, 33(2), 1-11.
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2864.

Dodier, O., & Tomas, F. (2019). When psychological science fails to be heard: The lack
of evidence-based arguments in a ministerial report on child sexual abuse. Psychiatry,
Psychology and Law, 26(3), 385-395.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1506716.

Dowling, C., Boxall, H., Pooley, K., Long, C., & Franks, C. (2021). Patterns and predictors
of reoffending among child sexual offenders: A rapid evidence assessment. Trends &
Issues in Crime & Criminal Justice, 632, 1-19.
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=6e5ce124-0ffc-33fc-b45b-
f801fd38f30b

Duron, J. F. (2018). Legal decision-making in child sexual abuse investigations: A mixed-
methods study of factors that influence prosecution. Child Abuse & Neglect, 79, 302-
314. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.02.022.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.3390/laws9040028
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199346592.003.0003
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paad097
https://doi.org/10.1111/lcrp.12146
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106505
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paae081
https://doi.org/10.1108/JCRPP-11-2023-0116
https://doi.org/10.1108/JCRPP-11-2023-0116
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221093679
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2637
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519872825
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214556360
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517698822
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2014.931324
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000378
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2864
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1506716
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=6e5ce124-0ffc-33fc-b45b-f801fd38f30b
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=6e5ce124-0ffc-33fc-b45b-f801fd38f30b
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.02.022

Duron, J. F. (2020). Searching for truth: The forensic interviewer’s use of an assessment
approach while conducting child sexual abuse interviews. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse,
29(2), 183-204. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1484833.

Duron, J. F., & Remko, F. S. (2020). Considerations for pursuing multiple session forensic
interviews in child sexual abuse investigations. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 29(2),
138-157. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1504263.

D’Urso, G., Lionetti, F., Spinelli, M., Fasolo, M., & Petruccelli, 1. (2023). Social and
emotional competences of sexual offenders against adolescents: A case study. Revista
de Cercetare si Interventie Sociala, 82, 7-24. https://doi.org/10.33788/rcis.82.1.

Dwarakanath, A. (2022). Expanding the scope of child hearsay exceptions. Boston
University Law Review, 102(5), 1685-1726.

Easton, S. D., & Parchment, T. M. (2021). “The whole wall fell apart, and | felt free for
the first time”: Men’s perceptions of helpful responses during discussion of child sexual
abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 112, Article 104922.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104922.

Eg, M. B., Graesholt-Knudsen, T., Madsen, K. B., Obel, C., Vesterby, A., & Hansen, O. I.
(2024). Age differences in the prosecution of child abuse cases. Danish Medical Journal,
71(10), 9. https://doi.org/10.61409/a07230437.

Eher, R., Olver, M. E., Heurix, I., Schilling, F., & Rettenberger, M. (2015). Predicting
reoffense in pedophilic child molesters by clinical diagnoses and risk assessment. Law
and Human Behavior, 39(6), 571-580. https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000144.

Eilfgang, J., Bayer, L., Cigelski, M., Mensing, F., von Seeler, |., Sewald, H., & Pulschen, S.
(2024). Collaboration between criminal justice and child protection in cases of child
sexual abuse: Unveiling inhibiting and facilitating factors. Child Abuse Review, 33(2), 1-
10. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2868.

Elmi, M. H., Daignault, I. V., & Hébert, M. (2018). Child sexual abuse victims as
witnesses: The influence of testifying on their recovery. Child Abuse & Neglect, 86, 22-
32.

Epperson, D. L., & Ralston, C. A. (2015). Development and validation of the Juvenile
Sexual Offense Recidivism Risk Assessment Tool-ll. Sexual Abuse, 27(6), 529-558.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213514452.

Erens, B., Otgaar, H., Patihis, L., & de Ruiter, C. (2020). Beliefs about children’s memory
and child investigative interviewing practices: A survey in Dutch child protection
professionals from ‘Safe Home. Frontiers in Psychology, 11, Article 546187.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.546187.

Erens, B., Otgaar, H., Ruiter, C., Bragt, D., & Hershkowitz, I. (2022). The NICHD interview
protocol used by Dutch child protection workers: Effects on interview

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

style, children’s reported information and susceptibility to suggestion. Applied Cognitive
Psychology, 36(1), 7-18. https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3893.

Ernberg, E., & Landstrom, S. (2016). To prosecute or not to prosecute: Law students’
judicial decisions in CSA cases. Scandinavian Journal of Psychology, 57(1), 30-35.
https://doi.org/10.1111/sjop.12261.

Ernberg, E., Lofgren, C., Koponen, L., & Magnusson, M. (2023). Swedish courts’
evaluations of interpreter-mediated child investigative interviews. Child Maltreatment,
28(3), 427-437. https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231162072.

Ernberg, E., Magnusson, M., & Landstrom, S. (2020). Prosecutors’ experiences
investigating alleged sexual abuse against pre-schoolers. Psychology, Crime & Law,
26(7), 687-709. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1709639.

Ernberg, E., Magnusson, M., & Landstrom, S. (2018). Prosecution of child sexual abuse
cases involving preschool-aged children: A study of Swedish cases from 2010 to 2014.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 27(7), 832-851.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1501786.

Ernberg, E., Magnusson, M., & Landstrom, S. (2018). Prosecution of child sexual abuse
cases involving preschool-aged children: A study of Swedish cases from 2010 to 2014.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 27(7), 832-851.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1501786.

Ernberg, E., Tidefors, 1., & Landstrom, S. (2016). Prosecutors’ reflections on sexually
abused preschoolers and their ability to stand trial. Child Abuse & Neglect, 57, 21-29.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.001.

Farmer, M., McAlinden, A. M., & Maruna, S. (2016). Sex offending and situational
motivation: Findings from a qualitative analysis of desistance from sexual offending.
International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 60(15), 1756-
1775. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x16668175.

Faust, E., Bickart, W., Renaud, C., & Camp, S. (2015). Child pornography possessors and
child contact sex offenders: A multilevel comparison of demographic characteristics and
rates of recidivism. Sexual Abuse, 27(5), 460-478.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214521469.

Februanti, S., & Kartilah, T. (2019). Social support in victims of children of sexual
violence. The Malaysian Journal of Nursing (MJN), 10(4), 100-106.

Feeney, H., Campbell, R., & Cain, D. (2018). Do you wish to prosecute the person who
assaulted you?: Untested sexual assault kits and victim notification of rape survivors
assaulted as adolescents. Victims &  Offenders, 13(5), 651-674.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2018.1426668.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1484833
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1504263
https://doi.org/10.33788/rcis.82.1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104922
https://doi.org/10.61409/a07230437
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000144
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2868
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213514452
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.546187
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3893
https://doi.org/10.1111/sjop.12261
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231162072
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2019.1709639
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1501786
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1501786
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.001
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x16668175
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214521469
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2018.1426668

Fernandes, D. M. S., Gomes, J. P., Albuquerque, P. B., & Matos, M. (2024). Forensic
interview techniques in child sexual abuse cases: a scoping review. Trauma, Violence, &
Abuse, 25(2), 1382-1396. https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380231177317.

Fernando, H., Larasati, Y. G., Abdullah, I., Afriadi, D., Marsaban, A., Nurasih, W., & Morin,
L. (2023). The Dual Burden of Child Sexual Abuse: Victim Experiences and Law
Implementation Gaps. Jurnal Hukum Novelty, 14(2), 154-169.
https://doi.org/10.26555/novelty.v14i2.a27059.

Fessinger, M. B., McAuliff, B. D., Aronson, E., & McWilliams, K. (2024). Attorneys’
experiences, perceptions, and plea recommendations in child sexual abuse cases. Law
and Human Behavior, 48(1), 13-32. https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000551.

Finney, J. L., Gately, N., & Rock, S. (2024). Recidivism outcomes for young people who
have committed a sexual offence and received treatment: A systematic narrative review
of studies conducted in Australia and New Zealand. Journal of Sexual Aggression.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2024.2328052.

Fitts, A. J., Binford, W. W., Lindenbach, D., & Dimitropoulos, G. (2024). Confidence,
Training, and Barriers for Canadian Law Enforcement in Cases of Luring, Sexual Abuse,
and Child Sexual Abuse Imagery. International Journal on Child Maltreatment: Research,
Policy and Practice, 7(4), 553-567. https://doi.org/10.1007/s42448-024-00207-x.

Fontes, L. A., & Tishelman, A. C. (2016). Language competence in forensic interviews for
suspected child sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 58, 51-62.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.014.

Fortunato, E., Slikboer, R., Henshaw, M., Meyer, D., & Ogloff, J. R. P. (2024). An
Exploration of Risk Factors for Further Police Contact Among Females Known for Online
Child Sexual Exploitation Offenses. Behavioural Sciences & the Law.
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2703.

Foster, J. M. (2017). The Fears and Futures of Boy Victims of Sexual Abuse: An Analysis
of Narratives. Journal of Child Sex Abuse, 26(06), 710-730.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1339223.

Fox, K. J. (2017). Contextualizing the Policy and Pragmatics of Reintegrating Sex
Offenders. Sexual Abuse, 29(1), 28-50.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574711.

Frost, A., Grace, R. C., & McLean, A. P. (2019). Therapeutic engagement and treatment
progress: Developing and testing an in-treatment measure of client engagement among
sex offenders in a group program. Sexual Abuse: Journal of Research and Treatment,
31(8), 952-971. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218791178.

Garcia, F. J., Brubacher, S. P., & Powell, M. B. (2022). How Interviewers Navigate Child
Abuse Disclosure After an Unproductive Start in Forensic Interviews. International

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Journal on Child Maltreatment: Research, Policy and Practice, 5(3), 375-397.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42448-022-00121-0.

Garrington, C., Kelty, S., Rickwood, D., & Boer, D. P. (2024). A conceptual framework for
internet child abuse material offenders: risk-relevant therapy based on assessed risk
factors. Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law, 31(6), 1081-1097.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2023.2251149.

Gemara, N., Cohen, N., & Katz, C. (2022). “I do not remember... You are reminding me
now!”: Children's difficult experiences during forensic interviews about online sexual
solicitation. Child Abuse and Neglect, 134.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105913.

George, S. S., Denne, E., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2022). Blaming Children: How Rape Myths
Manifest in Defense Attorneys' Questions to Children Testifying About Child Sexual
Abuse. Journal of |Interpersonal Violence, 37(17-18), Npl6623-npl6646.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211023485.

George, S. S., Henderson, H., Flippin, M., Stolzenberg, S. N., & Lyon, T. D. (2024).
Appellate Review of Child Sexual Abuse Convictions: The Importance of Character
Evidence. Child Maltreatment, 29(4), 661-671.
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231196096.

George, S. S., Sullivan, C., Wylie, B. E., McWilliams, K., Evans, A. D., & Stolzenberg, S. N.
(2022). Did Your Mom Help You Remember?: An Examination of Attorneys' Subtle
Questioning About Suggestive Influence to Children Testifying About Child Sexual Abuse.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16), Np13902-np13927.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211006369.

Gerryts, D. D., Deck, S. L., & Powell, M. B. (2024). Expert interviewers’ approach to
navigating forensic interviews with adolescents who are reluctant to disclose sexual
abuse. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2024.2362134.

Gervais, C. L. M., & Johnston, M. S. (2022). Caregivers' Considerations of Remorse and
Responsibility Among Youth Who Sexually Offend. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,
37(21-22), Np19491-np19521. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211042815.

Gervais, C. L. M., & Romano, E. (2018). Safeguarding child rights and enhancing
caregiver responsibilities among Canadian parents of youth who sexually offend. Child
Abuse & Neglect, 76, 502-514. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.12.005.

Gewehr, E., Volbert, R., Merschhemke, M., Santtila, P., & Pulschen, S. (2024). Cognitions
and emotions about child sexual abuse (CECSA): development of a self-Report measure
to predict bias in child sexual abuse investigations. Psychology Crime & Law, 21.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316x.2024.2443448.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380231177317
https://doi.org/10.26555/novelty.v14i2.a27059
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000551
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2024.2328052
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42448-024-00207-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.06.014
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2703
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1339223
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574711
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218791178
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42448-022-00121-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2023.2251149
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105913
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211023485
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231196096
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211006369
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2024.2362134
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211042815
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.12.005
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316x.2024.2443448

Giles, S., Alison, L., Christiansen, P., Humann, M., Alison, E., & Tejeiro, R. (2021). An
Economic Evaluation of the Impact of Using Rapport-Based Interviewing Approaches
With Child Sexual Abuse Suspects. Frontiers in Psychology, 12, 778970-778970.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.778970.

Giroux, M. E., Chong, K., Coburn, P. 1., & Connolly, D. A. (2018). Differences in child sexual
abuse cases involving child versus adolescent complainants. Child Abuse & Neglect, 79,
224-233.

Glab, C. R. (2016). Perpetrators and pariahs : definitional and punishment issues for
child sex offenders, and therapeutic alternatives for the criminal justice system. QUT law
review, 16(3), 85-105. https://doi.org/10.5204/qutlr.v16i3.681.

Glucklich, T., Attrash-Najjar, A., Massarweh, N., & Katz, C. (2023). What do adults who
experienced child sexual abuse want to convey about therapy? Child Abuse & Neglect,
146, 106435. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106435.

Golding, J. M., Wasarhaley, N. E., Lynch, K. R., Lippert, A., & Magyarics, C. L. (2015).
Improving the Credibility of Child Sexual Assault Victims in Court: The Impact of a Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiner. Behavioural Sciences & the Law, 33(4), 493-507.
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2188.

Goodman-Delahunty, J., Martschuk, N., Powell, M., & Westera, N. (2019). Special
measures for children in court: Law in action in a multi-agency committee. Australian
Social Work, 72(4), 503-516. https://doi.org/10.1080/0312407X.2019.1624796.

Goodman, G. S., Goldfarb, D., Quas, J. A., & Lyon, A. (2017). Psychological counseling
and accuracy of memory for child sexual abuse. American Psychologist, 72(9), 920-931.
https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000282.

Government of Western Australia, Department of Communities. (2024). Mandatory
reporting guide: Western Australia. https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-
10/mandatory_reporting_guide_western_australia.pdf.

Grady, M. D., Looman, J., & Abracen, J. (2019). Childhood Abuse, Attachment, and
Psychopathy among Individuals Who Commit Sexual Offenses. Sexual Addiction &
Compulsivity-the Journal of Treatment and Prevention, 26(1-2), 77-102.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10720162.2019.1620660.

Grady, M. D., Yoder, J., Deblinger, E., & Mannarino, A. P. (2023). Developing a trauma
focused cognitive behavioral therapy application for adolescents with problematic
sexual behaviors: A conceptual framework. Child Abuse and Neglect, 140.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106139.

Grandgenett, H. M., Pittenger, S. L., Dworkin, E. R., & Hansen, D. J. (2021). Telling a
trusted adult: Factors associated with the likelihood of disclosing child sexual abuse

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

prior to and during a forensic interview. Child Abuse & Neglect, 116(Pt 1), 104193-
104193. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104193.

Gray, S. R., Abel, G. G., Jordan, A., Garby, T., Wiegel, M., & Harlow, N. (2015). Visual
Reaction Time™ as a predictor of sexual offense recidivism. Sexual Abuse, 27(2), 173-
188. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213502680.

Greaves, C. L. (2015). Progression towards sexual re-offence: Detailing the offence cycle
and contributing factors in high-risk sexual offenders (Publication No. 2015-99020-435)
[Doctoral dissertation, Institution unknown]. ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global.

Grgnnergd, C., Grgnnergd, J. S., & Grgndahl, P. (2015). Psychological Treatment of
Sexual Offenders Against Children: A Meta-Analytic Review of Treatment Outcome
Studies. Trauma Violence Abuse, 16(3), 280-290.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838014526043.

Gualco, B., Scarpa, F., & Rensi, R. (2021). Assessment of recidivism risk in sex offenders:
A pilot study in central Italy. Healthcare, 9(11), 1590.

Guven S, T., Dalgic, A., & Erkol, Z. (2018). Emotional and Psychosocial Problems
Encountered by Children Who Have Been Sexually Abused. Journal of Psychosocial
Nursing and Mental Health Services, 56(2), 37-43.
https://doi.org/10.3928/02793695-20170929-04.

Haffejee, S., & Theron, L. (2017). Resilience processes in sexually abused adolescent
girls: A scoping review of the literature. South African Journal of Science, 113(9-10), 9.
https://doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2017/20160318.

Haginoya, S., Yamamoto, S., & Santtila, P. (2021). The combination of feedback and
modeling in online simulation training of child sexual abuse interviews improves
interview quality in clinical psychologists. Child Abuse & Neglect, 115, 105013.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.105013.

Hallett, S. (2023). Responding to child sexual exploitation in Australia: Challenges and
opportunities from the perspectives of case workers in a statutory care environment.
Children and Youth Services Review, 155.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107273.

Hamer, D. (2018). Propensity Evidence Reform after the Royal Commission into Child
Sexual Abuse. Criminal Law Journal, 42(4), 234-260.
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=1121359f-aa59-3663-bb96-
0d356b26e8a1.

Handa, R. K., & Goswami, S. (2024). The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act (POCSO0), 2012: The Precincts of the Law and Judicial Expositions. Journal of
Victimology & Victim Justice, 7(2), 191-204.
https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069241289287.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.778970
https://doi.org/10.5204/qutlr.v16i3.681
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106435
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2188
https://doi.org/10.1080/0312407X.2019.1624796
https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000282
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-10/mandatory_reporting_guide_western_australia.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2024-10/mandatory_reporting_guide_western_australia.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/10720162.2019.1620660
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106139
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104193
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213502680
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838014526043
https://doi.org/10.3928/02793695-20170929-04
https://doi.org/10.17159/sajs.2017/20160318
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2021.105013
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.107273
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=1121359f-aa59-3663-bb96-0d356b26e8a1
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=1121359f-aa59-3663-bb96-0d356b26e8a1
https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069241289287

Hansmann, B. C., & Eher, R. (2020). Assisting decisions in child protection service
institutions with the RIC - The Risk Indication in Child sexual abuse. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 109, 10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104652.

Hanson, R. K., Thornton, D., Helmus, L.-M., & Babchishin, K. M. (2016). What Sexual
Recidivism Rates Are Associated With Static-O9R and Static-2002R Scores? Sexual
Abuse: A Journal of Research &amp; Treatment, 28(3), 218-252.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574710.

Harris, A. J., Walfield, S. M., Shields, R. T., & Letourneau, E. J. (2016). Collateral
Consequences of Juvenile Sex Offender Registration and Notification: Results From a
Survey of Treatment Providers. Sexual  Abuse, 28(8), 770-790.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574004.

Harrison, J. L., O'Toole, S. K., Ammen, S., Ahlmeyer, S., Harrell, S. N., & Hernandez, J. L.
(2020). Sexual offender treatment effectiveness within cognitive-behavioral programs:
A meta-analytic investigation of general, sexual, and violent recidivism. Psychiatry,
Psychology and Law, 27(1), 1-25.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1485526.

Harrison, K. (2021). The therapeutic management of child sex offenders. In P. Taylor, S.
Morley, & J. Powell (Eds.), Mental health and punishments: Critical perspectives in theory
and practice (pp. 129-142). Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group.

Heffernan, R., & Ward, T. (2015). The conceptualization of dynamic risk factors in child
sex offenders: An agency model. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 24, 250-260.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2015.07.001.

Helmus, L., Hanson, R., & Babchishin, K. M. (2016). Base rates of sexual recidivism after
controlling for Static-99/R. In A. Phenix & H. M. Hoberman (Eds.), Sexual offending:
Predisposing antecedents, assessments and management (pp. 457-470). Springer
Science + Business Media. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4939-2416-5_20.

Henshaw, M., Arnold, C., Darjee, R., Ogloff, J. R. P., & Clough, J. A. (2020). Enhancing
evidence-based treatment of child sexual abuse material offenders: The development of
the CEM-COPE Program. Trends & Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice (607), 1-14.
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=018d0al17-6eaf-3c1f-bbe4-
a864e9f95e28.

Henshaw, M., Darjee, R., & Clough, J. A. (2020). Online child sexual offending. In | Bryce
& W. Petherick, (Ed.), Child sexual abuse: Forensic issues in evidence, impact, and
management (pp 85-108) Elsevier Academic Press. http://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-
12-819434-8.00005-2.

Herbert, J. L., & Bromfield, L. (2016). Evidence for the efficacy of the Child Advocacy
Center model: A systematic review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 17(3), 341-357.
http://doi.org/10.1177/1524838015585319.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., Blasbalg, U., & Karni-Visel, Y. (2021). The dynamics of two-
session interviews with suspected victims of abuse who are reluctant to make
allegations. Development and Psychopathology, 33(2), 739-747.

Holder, R. L., Gerryts, D., Garcia, F., & Powell, M. (2023). Claiming Justice: An Analysis of
Child Sexual Abuse Complainants’ Justice Goals Reported during Investigative
Interviews. Laws, 12(1). https://doi.org/10.3390/laws12010009.

Hong, J. H., Miller, H. A., Liu, Y., Kulesz, P. A., & Walker, R. L. (2024). Latent Profile
Analysis Predicting Recidivism Among Women Who Have Sexually Offended. Sex Abuse,
36(8), 977-1000. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231219238.

Horsman, G. (2016). Digital forensics: Understanding the development of criminal law
in England and Wales on images depicting child sexual abuse. Computer Law & Security
Review, 32(3), 419-432. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2016.02.002.

Hounmenou, C., & O'Grady, C. (2019). A review and critique of the US responses to the
commercial sexual exploitation of children. Children and Youth Services Review, 98,
188-198.

Howard, M. V. A,, de Almeida Neto, A. C., & Galouzis, J. J. (2019). Relationships Between
Treatment Delivery, Program Attrition, and Reoffending Outcomes in an Intensive
Custodial Sex Offender Program. Sexual  Abuse, 31(4), 477-499.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218764886.

Howard, M. V. A., & Wei, Z. (2022). Effects of closed versus open groups on attrition and
recidivism outcomes for sex offenders in custody-based treatment programmes. Journal
of Sexual Aggression, 28(1), 76-90.

Hsieh, M.-L., Hamilton, Z., & Zgoba, K. M. (2018). Prison Experience and Reoffending:
Exploring the Relationship Between Prison Terms, Institutional Treatment, Infractions,
and Recidivism for Sex Offenders. Sexual Abuse, 30(5), 556-575.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063216681562.

Huey, L., Ferguson, L., Ricciardelli, R., & Spencer, D. (2024). “There’s a Lot that Goes on
in These Communities”: The Sexual Victimization of Minors in Rural and Remote
Communities. Victims and Offenders, 19(5), 844-864.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2022.2131666.

Humann, M., Alison, E., Alison, L., Surmon-Bohr, F., Ratcliff, J., Christiansen, P., & Tejeiro,
R. (2023). Motivational interviewing in child sexual abuse investigations: Approaches
shown to increase suspect engagement and information gathering during police
interviews. International Journal of Police Science and Management, 25(4), 341-353.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14613557231167695.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104652
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574710
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215574004
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2018.1485526
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2015.07.001
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4939-2416-5_20
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=018d0a17-6eaf-3c1f-bbe4-a864e9f95e28
https://research.ebsco.com/linkprocessor/plink?id=018d0a17-6eaf-3c1f-bbe4-a864e9f95e28
http://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00005-2
http://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00005-2
http://doi.org/10.1177/1524838015585319
https://doi.org/10.3390/laws12010009
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231219238
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clsr.2016.02.002
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218764886
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063216681562
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2022.2131666
https://doi.org/10.1177/14613557231167695

James, H. (2021). Rates of therapy use following a disclosure of child sexual abuse.
https://aifs.gov.au/resources/policy-and-practice-papers/rates-therapy-use-following-
disclosure-child-sexual-abuse.

Janus, E. S. (2016). Holding our sexual violence policy accountable. In E. L. Jeglic & C.
Calkins (Eds.), Sexual violence: Evidence-based policy and prevention (pp. 285-304).
Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-44504-5_16.

Jennings, J. L., & Deming, A. (2017). Review of the empirical and clinical support for
group therapy specific to sexual abusers. Sexual Abuse: Journal of Research and
Treatment, 29(8), 731-764. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215618376.

Jensen, M., Smid, S. C., & Bge, T. (2020). Characteristics of adolescent boys who have
displayed harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) against children of younger or equal age. BMC
psychology, 8, 1-13.Jin, J., Al-Shamali, H., Smith-MacDonald, L., Reeson, M., Polzin, W.,
Wei, Y., Pazderka, H., Silverstone, P. H., & Greenshaw, A. J. (2023). Access to therapy for
child sexual abuse survivors: Preliminary dialogue of barriers and facilitators between
caregivers. PLOS ONE, 18(11), €0294686.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294686.

Johnson, H. M. (2022). Exploring the support of non-offending caregivers of child victims
of sexual abuse (Publication No. 2022-81479-016) [Doctoral dissertation, Institution
unknown]. Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and
Engineering, 83(12-B).

Johnson, H. M., Block, S. D., Gonzales, J. E., Ramsey, M. G., Shockley, K. L., & Williams,
L. M. (2024). Predictors of non-offending caregiver support in cases of child sexual
abuse. Child Abuse and Neglect, 149. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106650.

Joki-Erkkila, M., Niemi, J., & Ellonen, N. (2018). Child sexual abuse - Initial suspicion
and legal outcome. Forensic  Science International, 291, 39-43.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2018.06.032.

Kahn, R. E., Jackson, K., Keiser, K., Ambroziak, G., & Levenson, J. S. (2021). Adverse
Childhood Experiences Among Sexual Offenders: Associations With Sexual Recidivism
Risk and Psychopathology. Sexual Abuse, 33(7), 839-866.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220970031.

Kamke, K., Kirkner, A., & Goodman, K. L. (2024). “Nothing was done”: Experiences of
continued sexual abuse after disclosing to a mandated reporter among youth in the
United States. Child Abuse & Neglect, 155, 106959.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106959.

Karni-Visel, Y., Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., & Blasbalg, U. (2023). Nonverbal Emotions
While Disclosing Child Abuse: The Role of Interviewer Support. Child Maltreat, 28(1), 66-
75. https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595211063497

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Kasinathan, J. (2017). Treatment for youth paraphilic disorders: opportunities to reduce
harm. Australasian Psychiatry, 25(2), 121-125.
https://doi.org/10.1177/103985621667954 1.

Kask, K., Pompedda, F., Palu, A., Schiff, K., Magi, M.-L., & Santtila, P. (2022). Transfer of
Avatar Training Effects to Investigative Field Interviews of Children Conducted by Police
Officers. Frontiers in Psychology, 13, 753111-753111.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.753111.

Kelley, S. M., Ambroziak, G., Thornton, D., & Barahal, R. M. (2020). How do professionals
assess sexual recidivism risk? An updated survey of practices. Sexual Abuse: Journal of
Research and Treatment, 32(1), 3-29.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218800474.

Kellogg, N. D. (2017). “Why didn’t you tell?” Helping families and children weather the
process following a sexual abuse disclosure. In D. M. Teti (Ed.), Parenting and family
processes in child maltreatment and intervention (pp. 35-43). Springer International
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-40920-7_3.

King-Hill, S., & Gilsenan, A. (2024). The Sibling Sexual Behaviour Mapping Tool (SSBMT):
Supporting practitioner confidence, planning and competency when responding to
sexual behaviours between siblings. Child Abuse and Neglect, 158.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107080.

King, L. L., & Bostaph, L. M. G. (2024). “That is Not Behavior Consistent With a Rape
Victim”: The Effects of Officer Displays of Doubt on Sexual Assault Case Processing and
Victim Participation. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 39(5-6), 973-995.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605231200252.

Kjellgren, C. (2019). Perspectives of young adult males who displayed harmful sexual
behaviour during adolescence on motive and treatment. Journal of Sexual Aggression,
25(2), 116-130. https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2018.1563647

Klebanov, B., Friedman-Hauser, G., Lusky-Weisrose, E., & Katz, C. (2024). Sexual Abuse
of Children With Disabilities: Key Lessons and Future Directions Based on a Scoping
Review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 25(2), 1296-1314.
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380231179122.

Klemfuss, J. Z., Cleveland, K. C., Quas, J. A., & Lyon, T. D. (2017). Relations between
attorney temporal structure and children’s response productivity in cases of alleged child
sexual abuse. Legal and Criminological Psychology, 22(2), 228-241.
https://doi.org/10.1111/lcrp.12096

Kor, K., Simpson, H., & Fabrianesi, B. (2023). Strengthening Schools' Responses to
Students' Harmful Sexual Behaviors: A Scoping Review. Trauma Violence & Abuse,
24(4), 2726-2742. https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380221111483.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-44504-5_16
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215618376
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294686
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106650
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forsciint.2018.06.032
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220970031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.106959
https://doi.org/10.1177/1039856216679541
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.753111
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218800474
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-40920-7_3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107080
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605231200252
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2018.1563647
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380231179122
https://doi.org/10.1111/lcrp.12096
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380221111483

Korkman, J., Otgaar, H., Geven, L. M., Bull, R., Cyr, M., Hershkowitz, I., Makela, J. M.,
Mattison, M., Milne, R., Santtila, P., van Koppen, P., Memon, A., Danby, M., Filipovic, L.,
Garcia, F. J., Gewehr, E., Bell, O. G., Jarvilehto, L., Kask, K., . .. Volbert, R. (2024). White
paper on forensic child interviewing: research-based recommendations by the European
Association of  Psychology and Law. Psychology = Crime &  Law.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316x.2024.2324098.

Kowalski, M. A., Baumgart, Z., Bergner, C., & Jones, M. (2025). Explaining Male Sex
Offender Recidivism: Accounting for Differences in Correctional Supervision. Sexual
Abuse, 37(2), 123-152. https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231224347.

Krause, C., Roth, A., Landolt, M. A., Bessler, C., & Aebi, M. (2021). Validity of Risk
Assessment Instruments Among Juveniles Who Sexually Offended: Victim Age Matters.
Sexual Abuse, 33(4), 379-405. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220910719.

Krause-Parello, C. A., & Gulick, E. E. (2015). Forensic Interviews for Child Sexual Abuse
Allegations: An Investigation into the Effects of Animal-Assisted Intervention on Stress
Biomarkers. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 24(8), 873-886.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1088916.

Krause-Parello, C. A., Thames, M., Ray, C. M., & Kolassa, J. (2018). Examining the Effects
of a Service-Trained Facility Dog on Stress in Children Undergoing Forensic Interview for
Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 27(3), 305-320.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1443303.

Kyriakidou, M., Blades, M., Cherryman, J., Christophorou, S., & Kamberis, A. (2023). The
Impact of Interviewer Working Hours on Police Interviews with Children. Journal of Police
and Criminal Psychology, 38(2), 245-254. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-020-
09372-4.

Kyriakidou, M., Blades, M., Cherryman, J., Christophorou, S., & Kamperis, A. (2021). The
impact of investing in the good interviewers policy of practice (IGlpop) on police
interviews with children. Police Practice & Research, 22(1), 1046-1057.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2020.1712201.

Lacambre, M., Alacreu-Crespo, A., Huguet, H., Mura, T., & Courtet, P. (2024). Impaired
decision-making in child sexual offenders: Findings and prospects. Journal of Psychiatric
Research, 184, 140-146. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2024.12.035

Lacey, E., & Nunkoosing, K. (2022). 'What am | Bringing into the Room?' Perception and
Management of Interviewer Bias in Child Sexual Abuse Interviews: An Interpretative
Phenomenological Analysis. Child Abuse Review, 31(2), 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2725.

Lahav, Y., & ElKlit, A. (2016). The cycle of healing—Dissociation and attachment during
treatment of CSA survivors. Child Abuse & Neglect, 60, 67-76.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.09.009

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Landberg, A., Kaldal, A., & Eriksson, M. (2025). Fighting for opportunities for protection,
validation, and rehabilitation after child sexual abuse. Children and Youth Services
Review, 169. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2024.108104.

Landberg, A., Svedin, C. G., & Jonsson, L. S. (2022). Patterns of disclosure and perceived
societal responses after child sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 134, 105914.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105914.

Lasher, M. P., & McGrath, R. J. (2017). Desistance from sexual and other violent
offending among child sexual abusers: Observations using the Sex Offender Treatment
Intervention and Progress Scale. Criminal Justice and Behavior, 44(3), 416-431.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854816670194.

Latiff, M. A., Fang, L., Goh, D. A., & Tan, L. J. (2024). A systematic review of factors
associated with disclosure of child sexual abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 147.
https://doi.org/10.1016/]j.chiabu.2023.106564.

Lavoie, J., Williams, S., Lyon, T. D., & Quas, J. A. (2022). Do children unintentionally report
maltreatment? Comparison of disclosures of neglect versus sexual abuse. Child Abuse
and Neglect, 133. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105824.

Leach, C., Powell, M. B., Sharman, S. J., & Anglim, J. (2017). The Relationship Between
Children's Age and Disclosures of Sexual Abuse During Forensic Interviews. Child
Maltreatment, 22(1), 79-88. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559516675723.

Leclerc, B., & Wortley, R. (2015). Predictors of victim disclosure in child sexual abuse:
Additional evidence from a sample of incarcerated adult sex offenders. Child Abuse &
Neglect, 43, 104-111. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2015.03.003

Lee, E., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Fraser, M., Powell, M. B., & Westera, N. J. (2018).
Special Measures In Child Sexual Abuse Trials: Criminal Justice Practitioners'
Experiences And Views. QuT Law Review, 18(2), 1-27.
https://doi.org/10.5204/qutlr.v18i2.757

Lee, E., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Martschuk, N., Westera, N., & Powell, M. B. (2023).
Using item response theory modelling to understand criminal justice professionals’
perceptions of cross-examination in child sexual abuse trials. Psychiatry, Psychology and
Law. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2022.2142974.

Lena, C. C., & Friedrich, L. (2020). When sexual offender treatment in prison-based
social-therapeutic treatment is not completed: Relationship to risk factors and
recidivism after release. Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health, 31(6).

Levenson, J. S. (2021). Integrating the Etiology of Sexual Offending into Evidence-Based
Policy and Practices. Sex Offender Registration and Community Notification Laws: An
Empirical Evaluation, 145.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316x.2024.2324098
https://doi.org/10.1177/10790632231224347
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063220910719
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1088916
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2018.1443303
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-020-09372-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-020-09372-4
https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2020.1712201
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2024.12.035
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2725
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2016.09.009
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2024.108104
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105914
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854816670194
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106564
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105824
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559516675723
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2022.2142974

Levenson, J. S., Grady, M. D., Lasoski, H., & Collins, K. T. (2024). Learning From
Consumers of Mandated Sex-Offending Programs: “It’'s Not Treatment, | Wish It Was”.
Sexual Abuse, 36(2), 203-232.

Liles, B. D., Blacker, D. M., Landini, J. L., & Urquiza, A. J. (2016). A California
Multidisciplinary Juvenile Court: Serving Sexually Exploited and At-Risk Youth. Behavioral
Sciences and the Law, 34(1), 234-245. https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2230.

Lindholm, A., Rantatalo, O., Lindberg, 0., & Lundmark, R. (2024). The Investigation of
Online Child Sexual Abuse Cases in Sweden: Organizational Challenges and the Need
for Collaboration. Nordic Journal of Studies in Policing, 11(1), 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.18261/njsp.11.1.7.

Lin, J., & Simon, W. (2016). Examining Specialization Among Sex Offenders Released
From Prison. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research &amp; Treatment (Sage), 28(3), 253-
267. https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214547581.

Liotta, L., Springer, C., Misurell, J. R., Block-Lerner, J., & Brandwein, D. (2015). Group
treatment for child sexual abuse: treatment referral and therapeutic outcomes. J Child
Sex Abuse, 24(3), 217-237. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1006747.

Liu, B. C. C., & Vaughn, M. S. (2019). Legal and policy issues from the United States and
internationally about mandatory reporting of child abuse. Int J Law Psychiatry, 64, 219-
229. https://doi.org/10.1016/].ijlp.2019.03.007

Longobardi, C., Malacrea, M., Giulini, P., Settanni, M., & Fabris, M. A. (2022). How
Plausible are the Accounts of Child Victims of Sexual Abuse? A Study of Bizarre and
Unusual Scripts Reported by Children. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 31(2), 216-235.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.2014612

Lorana, B., Karen, G., Caroline, S., Kate, W., Lynne, R., & Julia, D. (2021). What does the
public think about sex offender registers?: Findings from a national Australian study.
Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law, 28(4), 560-575.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2020.1805813

Lowe, A., & Schaffer, K. (2020). Understanding multitudinous and collaborative
investigative responses to child sexual abuse. In |. Bryce & W. Petherick (Eds.), Child
sexual abuse: Forensic issues in evidence, impact, and management (pp. 421-434).
Elsevier Academic Press. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00020-9

Luna, S., Dianiska, R. E., Winks, K. M. H., Redlich, A. D., & Quas, J. A. (2023). Examining
Investigator Strategies for Questioning Suspected Minor Victims of Sex Trafficking.
Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology, 38(4), 813-825.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-022-09568-w

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Lundrigan, S., Dhami, M. K., & Agudelo, K. (2020). Factors predicting conviction in child
stranger rape. Child Abuse & Neglect, 101, 104242.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104242

Lyon, T. D., Stolzenberg, S. N., & McWilliams, K. (2017). Wrongful acquittals of sexual
abuse. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 32(6), 805-825.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516657355

Mackaronis, J. E., Byrne, P. M., & Strassberg, D. S. (2016). Assessing Sexual Interest in
Adolescents Who Have Sexually Offended. Sexual Abuse, 28(2), 96-115.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214535818

Maculan, B., Lozzi, E., & Rothman, E. F. (2017). Mixed-gender shelter-based service for
child survivors of commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) in Italy: A case study. Journal of
Social Service Research, 43(3), 358-368.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01488376.2017.1299828

Mahoney, |., Teague, K., Long, M., & Winder, B. (2022). Populist and vindictive
constructions of sexual offending against children, pluralities of violence, and the
implications for criminal and social justice. Archiwum Kryminologii, 44(1), 123-145.
https://doi.org/10.7420/AK2021.26.

Majeed-Ariss, R., Karsna, K., & White, C. (2019). The Nature of Child Sexual Abuse
among Boys and Girls Attending Saint Mary's Sexual Assault Referral Centre in Greater
Manchester. Child Abuse Review, 28(6), 431-441. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2588

Many, M. M. (2018). Child sexual abuse. In J. D. Osofsky & B. McAlister Groves (Eds.),
Violence and trauma in the lives of children: Overview of exposure (Vol. 1, pp. 121-144).
Praeger/ABC-CLIO.

Mariaca Pacheco, E. L., Buenaventura, A. E., & Miles, G. M. (2023). "She was willing to
send me there": Intrafamilial child sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of boys.
Child Abuse & Neglect, 142(Pt 2), 105849.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105849

Marshall, W. L. (2021). Effective psychological treatment of adult male sexual offenders.
Sexual Offending: Theory, Research, and Prevention, 16, 1-13.

Martinez-Catena, A., & Redondo, S. (2022). Treatment and Therapeutic Change of
Individuals Imprisoned for Child Abuse in the Barcelona Study on Sex Offenders. Journal
of Interpersonal Violence, 37(19-20), Npl7709-npl17737.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211028310

Martschuk, N., Cashmore, J., Hoff, S., Parkinson, P., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Shackel, R.,
Cowdery, N., & Powell, M. B. (2024). The importance of consistency in complainants'
evidence in the decision to prosecute child sexual abuse cases. Child Abuse & Neglect,
158, 107095. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107095

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2230
https://doi.org/10.18261/njsp.11.1.7
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063214547581
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1006747
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00020-9
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516657355
https://doi.org/10.1080/01488376.2017.1299828
https://doi.org/10.7420/AK2021.26

Martschuk, N., Powell, M. B., Blewer, R., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2022). Legal decision
making about (child) sexual assault complaints: the importance of the information-
gathering process. Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 34(1), 58-76.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2021.1978213.

Martschuk, N., Powell, M. B., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Thackray, S., & Westera, N. (2021).
Judicial and lawyer interventions in trials of child sexual assault. Journal of Judicial
Administration, 31(1), 3-16.

Maslen, H., & Paine, C. (2019). When Should the Police Investigate Cases of Non-recent
Child Sexual Abuse? Criminal Justice Ethics, 38(2), 65-102.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0731129X.2019.1600288.

Mathews, B. (2017). Optimising implementation of reforms to better prevent and
respond to child sexual abuse in institutions: Insights from public health, regulatory
theory, and Australia’s Royal Commission. Child Abuse & Neglect, 74(Dec 2017), 86-98.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.07.007.

Mathews, B. (2019). A taxonomy of duties to report child sexual abuse: Legal
developments offer new ways to facilitate disclosure. Child Abuse & Neglect, 88(Feb
2019), 337-347. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.12.003.

Mathews, B., Finkelhor, D., Collin-Vézina, D., Malacova, E., Thomas, H. J., Scott, J. G.,
Higgins, D. J., Meinck, F., Pacella, R., Erskine, H. E., Haslam, D. M., & Lawrence, D.
(2025). Disclosure and non-disclosure of childhood sexual abuse in Australia: Results
from a national survey. Child Abuse & Neglect, 160, 107183.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107183.

Mathews, B., & Sanci, L. A. (2021). Doctors’ criminal law duty to report consensual
sexual activity between adolescents: legal and clinical issues. Medical Journal of
Australia, 215(3), 109-113.e101. https://doi.org/10.5694/mja2.51163.

Mayasari, D. E. (2022). Imposition of criminal sanction against sexual offenders from
the perspective of child protection laws. Yuridika: Majalah Fakultas Hukum Universitas
Airlangga, 37(1), 1-12. https://doi.org/10.20473/ydk.v37i1.33513.

McAlinden, A. (2016). The Reintegration of Sexual Offenders. Irish Probation Journal, 13,
5-21.

McAlinden, A.-M. (2017). Restorative justice and sex offending. In T. Sanders (Ed.), The
Oxford handbook of sex offences and sex offenders (pp. 437-460). Oxford University
Press.

McAuliff, B. D., & Arter, J. L. (2016). Adversarial allegiance: The devil is in the evidence
details, not just on the witness stand. Law and Human Behavior, 40(5), 524-535.
https://doi.org/10.1037/Ihb0000198.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

McElvaney, R. (2015). Disclosure of child sexual abuse: Delays, non-disclosure and
partial disclosure. What the research tells us and implications for practice. Child Abuse
Review, 24(3), 159-169.

McElvaney, R., Collin-Vezina, D., Alaggia, R., & Simpson, M. (2024). “Then | met this
lovely police woman”: Young people’s experiences of engagement with the criminal
justice system. Child Abuse Review, 33(3), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2875.

McElvaney, R., Lateef, R., Collin-Vézina, D., Alaggia, R., & Simpson, M. (2022). Bringing
Shame Out of the Shadows: ldentifying Shame in Child Sexual Abuse Disclosure
Processes and Implications for Psychotherapy. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(19-
20), NP18738-NP18760. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211037435.

McgGill, L., & McElvaney, R. (2023). Adult and adolescent disclosures of child sexual
abuse: A comparative analysis. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 38(1-2), NP1163-
NP1186. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221088278

McGuire, K., & London, K. (2017). Common beliefs about child sexual abuse and
disclosure: A college sample. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(2), 175-194.

McKillop, N., Hine, L., Rayment-McHugh, S., Prenzler, T., Christensen, L. S., & Belton, E.
(2022). Effectiveness of sexual offender treatment and reintegration programs: Does
program composition and sequencing matter? Journal of Criminology, 55(2), 180-201.

McLean, L., Steindl, S. R., & Bambling, M. (2022). Compassion Focused Group Therapy
for Adult Female Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse: A Preliminary Investigation.
Mindfulness, 13(5), 1144-1157. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12671-022-01837-3.

McLeod, D. A. (2015). Female offenders in child sexual abuse cases: a national picture.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 24(1), 97-114.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.978925.

McPherson, L., Gatwiri, K., Graham, A., Rotumah, D., Hand, K., Modderman, C., Chubb,
J.,, & James, S. (2024). What helps children and young people to disclose their
experience of sexual abuse and what gets in the way? A systematic scoping review. Child
& Youth Care Forum. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-
024-09825-5.

McVeigh, M. J., & Heward-Belle, S. (2024). Analysing the scientific literature on policing
approaches to disrupt child sexual exploitation. Policing, 18.
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paae088.

Meeker, K. A., O'Neal, E. N., & Hayes, B. E. (2021). Policing and prosecuting sexual
assault: an examination of arrest and initial filing decisions in cases involving adolescent
complainants. Justice Quarterly, 38(b), 870-891.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2019.1679863.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2021.1978213
https://doi.org/10.1080/0731129X.2019.1600288
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.07.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.12.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107183
https://doi.org/10.20473/ydk.v37i1.33513
https://doi.org/10.1037/lhb0000198
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2875
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211037435
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221088278
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12671-022-01837-3
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.978925
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-024-09825-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10566-024-09825-5
https://doi.org/10.1093/police/paae088
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2019.1679863

Melinder, A., Magnusson, M., & Gilstrap, L. L. (2021). What is a child-appropriate
interview? Interaction between child witnesses and police officers. International Journal
on Child Maltreatment: Research, Policy and Practice, 3(4), 369-392.

Miccio-Fonseca, L. C. (2020). Contemporary Risk Assessment Tools: Should We Use
Them for Sexually Abusive Children Ages 4 to 12 Years? Journal of Child & Adolescent
Trauma, 13(2), 141-151. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40653-019-00267-z.

Miller, Q. C., Call, A. A., & London, K. (2022). Mock Jurors’ Perceptions of Child Sexual
Abuse Cases: Investigating the Role of Delayed Disclosure and Relationship to the
Perpetrator. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(23-24), NP23374-NP23396.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221078812.

Miller, W. T., D’Amato, C. J., Petkus, A. A., Campbell, C. A., & Kiki, E. (2025). Examining
Risk Factor and Recidivism Rate Differences Between Youth Adjudicated for Sex and
Non-Sex Offenses: A Propensity Score Matching Approach. Journal of Forensic
Psychology Research and Practice, 25(1), 193-216.
https://doi.org/10.1080/24732850.2024.2303644.

Mills, H. (2015). The demonized other: Responding to ex-prisoners with convictions for
child sexual offences. Probation Journal, 62(4), 389-394.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264550515600542.

Monk, K. (2015). Environmental criminology and sexual violence prevention. In R. G.
Wright (Ed.), Sex offender laws: Failed policies, new directions (2nd ed., pp. 313-328).
Springer Publishing Company.

Moore, S. T. (2021). Recidivism rates of adult female sexual offenders in the United
States: A meta-analysis (Publication No. 2020-58780-216) [Doctoral dissertation,
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global]. Dissertation Abstracts International: Section
B: The Sciences and Engineering, 82(1-B).

Mueller-Coyne, J. (2024). Introduction to Special Section: CSA Victimization in
Incarcerated Populations. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 33(4), 415-423.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2024.2357271.

Munoz, J. M., Gonzalez-Guerrero, L., Sotoca, A., Terol, O., Gonzalez, J. L., & Manzanero,
A. L. (2016). The forensic interview: Obtaining cognitive indicia in children who are the
alleged victims of sexual abuse. Papeles del Psicologo, 37(3), 205-216.

Nixon, B., & Quinlan, E. (2023). Learning from experience: psychologists' inquiry into
child sexual abuse in therapeutic settings. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 29(2), 268-
282. https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2022.2077996.

Nwogu, N. N., Agrawal, L., Chambers, S., Buagas, A. B., Daniele, R. M., & Singleton, J. K.
(2016). Effectiveness of Child Advocacy Centers and the multidisciplinary team
approach on prosecution rates of alleged sex offenders and satisfaction of non-offending

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

caregivers with allegations of child sexual abuse: A systematic review. JBI Database of
Systematic  Reviews and  Implementation Reports, 13(12), 93-129.
https://doi.org/10.11124/jbisrir-2015-2113.

O’Brien, J. E., Jordan, B., Honeycutt, N., Wilsnack, C., & Davison, C. (2019). “It's all about
breaking down those barriers...”: Exploring survivors’ perspectives on services and
treatment needs following commercial sexual exploitation during childhood. Journal of
Evidence-Based Social Work, 16(2), 160-177.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23761407.2019.1572560.

O'Donohue, W., & Cirlugea, 0. (2021). Controlling for confirmation bias in child sexual
abuse interviews. Journal of the Ameri O’'Donohue, W. T., & Fanetti, M. (2016). Forensic
interviews regarding child sexual abuse: A guide to evidence-based practice. Springer
International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-21097-1.

O’Donohue, W. T., & Fanetti, M. (2016). Forensic interviews regarding child sexual
abuse: A guide to evidence-based practice. Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-21097-1.

Oettingen, J., Gierowski, J. K., Grabski, B., & Micek, A. (2023). Early maladaptive
schemas in sex offenders versus the characteristics of offences against sexual freedom.
Problems of Forensic Sciences, 133, 5-28.
https://doi.org/10.4467/12307483PFS.23.002.17812.

Ogilvie, J. M., McKillop, N., Cale, J., Allard, T., Rynne, J., & Smallbone, S. (2024).
Assessing the Effectiveness of a Specialized, Field-Based Treatment Program for Youth
Who Have Committed Sexual Offenses in an Australian Jurisdiction. International Journal
of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology, 68(15), 1540-1557.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X231219216.

Oksal, H., Tunagiir, M. T., Cincioglu, E., & Buber, 0. (2024). Factors facilitating and
delaying disclosure and reporting of child sexual abuse: insights from forensic
interviews. The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology, 35(6), 900-918.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2024.2388270.

Olver, M. E., Stockdale, K. C., & Simourd, D. J. (2021). Assessment and modification of
general criminal attitudes among men who have sexually offended. Criminal Justice and
Behavior, 48(4), 459-480. https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820925846.

Orhan, G., & Erden, H. G. (2022). Reliability of forensic interview with child victims of
sexual abuse in Turkiye. Psikiyatride Guncel Yaklasimlar, 14(4), 570-579.
https://doi.org/10.18863/pgy.1088328.

Owens, J. N., Eakin, J. D., Hoffer, T., Muirhead, Y., & Shelton, J. L. E. (2016). Investigative
aspects of crossover offending from a sample of FBI online child sexual exploitation
cases. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 30, 3-14.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2016.07.001.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1007/s40653-019-00267-z
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221078812
https://doi.org/10.1080/24732850.2024.2303644
https://doi.org/10.1177/0264550515600542
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2024.2357271
https://doi.org/10.1080/13552600.2022.2077996
https://doi.org/10.11124/jbisrir-2015-2113
https://doi.org/10.1080/23761407.2019.1572560
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-21097-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-21097-1
https://doi.org/10.4467/12307483PFS.23.002.17812
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X231219216
https://doi.org/10.1080/14789949.2024.2388270
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820925846
https://doi.org/10.18863/pgy.1088328
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2016.07.001

Pacheco, E. L. M., Buenaventura, A. E., & Miles, G. M. (2023). “She was willing to send
me there”: Intrafamilial child sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of boys. Child
abuse & neglect, 142, 105849.

Pal, G. (2022). Exploring the potentials of restorative justice mechanisms (SOTP and
COSA) in treating child sexual offenders in India. Journal of Victimology and Victim
Justice, 5(2), 202-220. https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069221119263.

Palusci, V. J., & llardi, M. (2020). Risk Factors and Services to Reduce Child Sexual
Abuse Recurrence. Child Maltreatment, 25(1), 106-116.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519848489.

Paquette, S., Chopin, J., & Fortin, F. (2022). Child sexual exploitation material offenders,
one-size-fits-all for? Exploring tailored clinical dimensions based on cognitive and
behavioural criminogenic factors. Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health, 32(2), 100-
113. https://doi.org/10.1002/cbm.2242.

Paquette, S., Eke, A. W,, Scott, S., Guay, J.-P., Duval, M., Fortin, F., Seto, M. C., & Paradis,
Y. (2025). Is the Static-99R valid for all men with ‘identifiable’ victims? Examining cases
of online sexual solicitation of children. Journal of Criminal Justice, 97, 102358.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2025.102358.

Paquette, S., & Fortin, F. (2023). A Peek into Their Mind? An Exploration of Links
Between Offense-Supportive Statements and Behaviors among Men Who Sexually
Exploit Children and Adolescents Online. International Journal of Offender Therapy and
Comparative Criminology, 67(6-7), 591-617.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x211013523.

Parker, J. M., LaBerge, A., Titus, M., Orr, C., & Cavanagh, C. (2024). A specialty domestic
minor sex trafficking court: Risks and needs reduction and the Youth Level of
Service/Case Management Inventory. Journal of Applied Youth Studies. Advance online
publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43151-024-00157-8.

People with Disability, A. (2022). Submission to Royal Commission Into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse Issues Paper 8: Experiences of Police and Prosecution
Responses. https://pwd.org.au/submission-to-royal-commission-into-institutional-
responses-to-child-sexual-abuse-issues-paper-8-experiences-of-police-and-prosecution-
responses/.

Pereira, B., Cunha, O., Cruz, A. R., Gongalves, R. A., & de Castro-Rodrigues, A. (2024).
Child sexual abuse: How is the victim represented in Portuguese sentences. Victims &
Offenders, 19(5), 823-843. https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2022.2053255.

Peters, M. A. (2019). Child sexual abuse: The final report of the Australian Royal
Commission into institutional responses to child sexual abuse. Educational philosophy
and theory, 51(3), 233-238. https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2017.1419673.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Peterson, L., Rolls Reutz, J. A., Hazen, A. L., Habib, A., & Williams, R. (2020). Kids and
teens in court (KTIC): A model for preparing child witnesses for court. American Journal
of Community Psychology, 65(1-2), 35-43. https://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12390.

Petherick, W. (2020). Recantations and retractions in child sexual abuse. In I. Bryce &
W. Petherick (Eds.), Child sexual abuse: Forensic issues in evidence, impact, and
management (pp. 435-443). Elsevier Academic Press. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-
0-12-819434-8.00021-0.

Pettersen, C., Nunes, K. L., Kostiuk, N., Jung, S., & Atlas, M. (2020). Explicit and implicit
self-esteem, narcissism, and recidivism risk in a sample of men who have sexually
offended against children. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 49(4), 1319-1332.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-019-01598-6.

Piamenta, J., & Gal, T. (2024). “They told me | was not a party in this case”: Children’s
and young people’s experiences of participation and exclusion in the criminal justice
process following their sexual maltreatment. Child Abuse & Neglect, 107078.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107078.

Pichler, A. S., Powell, M., Sharman, S. J., Westera, N., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2021).
Discussions about child witness interviews during Australian trials of child sexual abuse.
Police Practice and Research, 22(1), 938-952.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2019.1689133.

Pichler, A. S., Sharman, S. J., Powell, M., Westera, N., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2020).
Association between interview quality and child sexual abuse trial outcome. Journal of
Family Violence, 35(4), 395-403. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-019-00051-5.

Plastock, H., Bruce, C., & White, N. (2021). Survivors' Decision-Making around Legal
Initiation for Historic CSA: An Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis. Journal of Child
Sexual Abuse, 30(4), 482-497. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.1883788.

Popa, L. (2024). National and international cooperation in investigating crimes of child
sexual abuse or sexual exploitation committed by using information technologies.
AGORA International Journal of Juridical Sciences, 18(1), 102-111.
https://doi.org/10.15837/aijjs.v18i1.6747.

Powell, M. B., & Barnett, M. (2015). Elements Underpinning Successful Implementation
of a National Best-Practice Child Investigative Interviewing Framework. Psychiatry,
Psychology, and Law, 22(3), 368-377.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2014.951112.

Powell, M. B., Goodman-Delahunty, J., Deck, S. L., Bearman, M., & Westera, N. (2022).
An evaluation of the question types used by criminal justice professionals with
complainants in child sexual assault trials. Journal of Criminology, 55(1), 106-124.
https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076211068182.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1177/25166069221119263
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077559519848489
https://doi.org/10.1002/cbm.2242
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2025.102358
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624x211013523
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43151-024-00157-8
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2022.2053255
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2017.1419673
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12390
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00021-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819434-8.00021-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-019-01598-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2024.107078
https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2019.1689133
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-019-00051-5
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.1883788
https://doi.org/10.15837/aijjs.v18i1.6747
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2014.951112
https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076211068182

Powell, M. B., & Hughes-Scholes, C. H. (2009). Evaluation of the questions used to elicit
evidence about abuse from child witnesses: Australian study. Psychiatry, psychology and
Law, 16(3), 369-378.

Powell, M. B., Manger, B., Dion, J., & Sharman, S. J. (2017). Professionals’ perspectives
about the challenges of using interpreters in child sexual abuse interviews. Psychiatry,
Psychology and Law, 24(1), 90-101.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2016.1197815.

Prenzler, T., McKillop, N., Rayment-McHugh, S., & Christensen, L. (2023). Best practice
in sexual offender rehabilitation and reintegration programs. Journal of Criminological
Research, Policy and Practice, 9(3/4), 207-221.

Priebe, B., Christensen, L. S., McKillop, N., & Rayment-McHugh, S. (2024a). “We need
help too”: establishing client and practitioner demand for responsive programs for
women sentenced for child sexual abuse in Australia. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation,
63(7), 401-420. https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2024.2406756.

Priebe, B., Rayment-McHugh, S., McKillop, N., & Christensen, L. S. (2024b). What women
want: Program design for females sentenced for child sexual abuse. Victims & Offenders.
Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2024.2400994.

Prince, E. R., Andrews, S. J., Lamb, M. E., & Foster, J. L. H. (2018). The construction of
allegedly abused children’s narratives in Scottish criminal courts. Psychology, Crime &
Law, 24(6), 621-651. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2017.1399395.

Proeve, M. J., & Wolf, G. (2019). Professional reports for sentencing courts:
recommendations for reporting on child exploitation material offenders' risk of
recidivism and prospects for rehabilitation. Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law, 26(6), 868-
885. https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2019.1642257.

Purba, N., Suriani, S., Ismail, ., Tun Ismail, W. N. A., & Saragih, A. K. (2024). Double track
system for child convictions for sexual violence in North Sumatera: Perspective of
restorative justice. Samarah, 8(2), 1216-1238.
https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v8i2.23000.

Quas, J. A., Mukhopadhyay, S., Winks, K. M. H., Dianiska, R. E., & Lyon, T. D. (2023).
Successful Criminal Prosecutions of Sex Trafficking and Sexual Abuse of Minors: A
Comparative Analysis. Child Maltreatment, 28(3), 500-516.
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432.

Queensland Government. (2024). Indicators of child sexual abuse and barriers to
disclosure. https://cspm.csyw.qld.gov.au/practice-kits/child-sexual-abuse/working-
with-children/seeing-and-understanding/understanding-indicators-of-child-sexual-
abuse-and.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Raatevaara-Cameron, K., & Louhela, H. (2024). Discourses of (Dis)trust and Hegemonic
Masculinity: Service Providers’ Perspectives on the Disclosure Process of Men Who Have
Experienced Sexual Violence in Childhood. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 33(8), 1025-
1047. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2024.2428286.

Rafferty, Y. (2018). Mental health services as a vital component of psychosocial recovery
for victims of child trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation. American Journal of
Orthopsychiatry, 88(3), 249-260. https://doi.org/10.1037/0rt0000268.

Rayment-McHugh, S., Belton, E., McKillop, N., Christensen, L. S., Prenzler, T., & Hine, L.
(2022). Beyond ‘what works’: implementing sex offender treatment programs in the ‘real
world’. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation, 61(3), 148-167.

Reale, K. S., Chopin, J., Gauthier, A., & Beauregard, E. (2024). Sadistic Sexual Crimes
Against Children: Comparing the Manifestation of Sexual Sadism and Crime-Commission
Process. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology,
68(13-14), 1380-1402. https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X221132225.

Ricciardelli, R., Spencer, D. C., & Dodge, A. (2021). “Society wants to see a true victim”:
Police interpretations of victims of sexual violence. Feminist Criminology, 16(2), 216-
235. https://doi.org/10.1177/1557085120970270.

Ring, S. (2017). Trauma and the construction of suffering in Irish historical child sexual
abuse prosecutions. International Journal for Crime, Justice and Social Democracy, 6(3),
88-103. https://doi.org/10.5204/ijcjsd.v6i3.417.

Ring, S. (2017). The victim of historical child sexual abuse in the Irish Courts 1999-
2006. Social & Legal Studies, 26(5), 562-580.

Ritblatt, S. N., & Hokoda, A. (2023). From trauma to resiliency: Trauma-informed
practices for working with children, families, schools, and communities. Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003046295.

Roberts, N., Reeves, C., & Jackson, L. (2024). ‘I'm getting out to nothing’: A temporal
analysis of dominant discourses and practices with residents convicted of child sex
offences in probation Approved Premises. Probation Journal, 71(2), 159-178.
https://doi.org/10.1177/02645505231221194.

Rojas, E. Y., & Olver, M. E. (2020). Validity and Reliability of the Violence Risk Scale-Youth
Sexual Offense Version. Sexual Abuse, 32(7), 826-849.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063219858064.

Roufeil, L. (2016). Best practice principles in responding to complaints of child sexual
abuse in institutional contexts. https://psychology.org.au/getmedia/37bc7d60-9bf8-
4e31-97af-87 1ccdee830e/submission-complaints-handling-child-sexual-abuse.pdf.

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual, A. (2017). Criminal
Justice. https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/criminal-justice.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2016.1197815
https://doi.org/10.1080/10509674.2024.2406756
https://doi.org/10.1080/15564886.2024.2400994
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2017.1399395
https://doi.org/10.1080/13218719.2019.1642257
https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v8i2.23000
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2024.2428286
https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000268
https://doi.org/10.1177/0306624X221132225
https://doi.org/10.1177/1557085120970270
https://doi.org/10.5204/ijcjsd.v6i3.417
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003046295
https://doi.org/10.1177/02645505231221194
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063219858064

Ryan, E. P., & Otonichar, J. M. (2016). Juvenile Sex Offenders. Current Psychiatry
Reports, 18(7), 10. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-016-0706-1.

Sagi, B. (2021). “Only when it's written here”: Personal writing as testimony in the
aftermath of childhood sexual abuse. Journal of Poetry Therapy, 34(3), 150-163.
https://doi.org/10.1080/08893675.2021.1921475.

Salehi, P., Hassan, S. Z., Lammerse, M., Sabet, S. S,, Riiser, I., Rged, R. K., Johnson, M.
S., Thambawita, V., Hicks, S. A., Powell, M., Lamb, M. E., Baugerud, G. A., Halvorsen, P.,
& Riegler, M. A. (2022). Synthesizing a Talking Child Avatar to Train Interviewers Working
with  Maltreated Children. Big Data and Cognitive Computing, 6(2).
https://doi.org/10.3390/bdcc6020062

Sauter, J., Lingenti, L. M., Rettenberger, M., Turner, D., Briken, P., & Vo3, T. (2024). The
impact of testosterone-lowering medication on recidivism in individuals convicted of
sexual offenses. Dialogues in Clinical Neuroscience, 26(1), 28-37.

Schippers, E. E., Smid, W. J., Hoogsteder, L. M., Planting, C. H. M., & de Vogel, V. (2023).
Pedophilia is associated with lower sexual interest in adults: Meta-analyses and a
systematic review with men who had sexually offended against children. Aggression and
Violent Behavior, 69, Article 101813. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2022.101813.

Schmucker, M., & Lésel, F. (2017). Sexual offender treatment for reducing recidivism
among convicted sex offenders: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Campbell
Systematic Reviews, 13(1), 1-75. https://doi.org/10.4073/csr.2017.8.

Schoon, W., & Briken, P. (2021). Obstacles in the Process of Dealing With Child Sexual
Abuse-Reports From Survivors Interviewed by the Independent Inquiry Into Child Sexual
Abuse in  Germany. Frontiers in  Psychology, 12, 619036-619036.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.619036.

Schrdder, S., Tozdan, S., Briken, P., Muller, J. L., & Fromberger, P. (2025). Engagement
in a web-based intervention for individuals who committed sexual offenses against
children:  Observational study. BMC  Psychology, 13(1), Article 59.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-02366-z

Schroeder, J., Nick, S., Richter-Appelt, H., & Briken, P. (2018). Psychiatric impact of
organized and ritual child sexual abuse: Cross-sectional findings from individuals who
report being victimized. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health, 15(11), 2417. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph15112417

Schwartz-Mette, R. A., Righthand, S., Hecker, J., Dore, G., & Huff, R. (2020). Long-Term
Predictive Validity of the Juvenile Sex Offender Assessment Protocol-ll: Research and
Practice Implications. Sexual Abuse, 32(5), 499-520.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063219825871

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Scroger, M. E. (2024). Online sexual exploitation of children survivors’ functioning after
reintegration in the Philippines (Publication No. 2024-00969-034) [Doctoral
dissertation, ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global]. Dissertation Abstracts
International: Section B: The Sciences and Engineering, 85(1-B).

Segal, A., Kaniusonyté, G., Bakaityté, A., Zukauskieng, R., & Santtila, P. (2023). The
Effects of Emotions on the Assessment of Child Sexual Abuse Interviews. Journal of
Police and Criminal Psychology, 38(4), 826-837. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-
022-09571-1.

Segal, A., Pompedda, F., Haginoya, S., KaniuSonyte, G., & Santtila, P. (2024). Avatars
with child sexual abuse (vs. no abuse) scenarios elicit different emotional reactions.
Psychology, Crime & Law, 30(3), 250-270.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2082422.

Shang, X., Katz, I., & Tian, T. (2021). Protecting Sexually Abused Children with Intellectual
Disability in the Emerging Child Protection System in China: a Case Study. International
Journal on Child Maltreatment: Research, Policy and Practice, 4(4), 517-536.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42448-021-00096-4

Shaw, J., Greeson, M. R., Bailey, C., Harris, A. N., & Linden, J. (2024). The impact of
mandatory reporting policies on adolescent sexual assault case progression in the
criminal legal system. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1037/0rt0000816

Shuman, T., Johnson, K., Lively Cookson, L., & Gilbert, N. (2022). Creative interventions
for preparing and disclosing trauma narratives in group therapy for child sexual abuse.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 31(1), 127-146.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2020.1801931

Sidebotham, P., & Appleton, J. V. (2021). Child Sexual Abuse: Common, Under-Reported
and Concomitant with Other Maltreatment. Child Abuse Review, 30(1), 3-8.
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2670.

Sigurdardottir, S., Halldorsdottir, S., Bender, S. S., & Agnarsdottir, G. (2016). Personal
resurrection: female childhood sexual abuse survivors' experience of the Wellness-
Program. Scand J Caring Sci, 30(1), 175-186. https://doi.org/10.1111/scs.12238.

Sivagurunathan, M., Orchard, T., & Evans, M. (2019). Barriers to Utilization of Mental
Health Services amongst Male Child Sexual Abuse Survivors: Service Providers'
Perspective. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 28(7), 819-839.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1610823.

Skinner, G. C. (2021). Disclosure of child sexual abuse: A review of factors that impact
proceedings in the courtroom. In D. Canter & D. Youngs (Eds.), Reviewing crime
psychology (pp. 380-399). Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-016-0706-1
https://doi.org/10.1080/08893675.2021.1921475
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2022.101813
https://doi.org/10.4073/csr.2017.8
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2021.619036
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-02366-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-022-09571-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11896-022-09571-1
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2082422
https://doi.org/10.1037/ort0000816
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2020.1801931
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2670
https://doi.org/10.1111/scs.12238
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2019.1610823

Skinner, G. C., Andrews, S. J., & Lamb, M. E. (2019). The disclosure of alleged child
sexual abuse: An investigation of criminal court transcripts from Scotland. Psychology,
Crime & Law, 25(5), 458-481. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2018.1538415

Skinner, G. C. M. (2017). Disclosure of Child Sexual Abuse: A Review of Factors that
Impact Proceedings in the Courtroom. Crime Psychology Review, 3(1), 39-58.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23744006.2018.1472421.

Slemaker, A., Mundey, P., Taylor, E. K., Beasley, L. O., & Silovsky, J. F. (2021). Barriers to
Accessing Treatment Services: Child Victims of Youths with Problematic Sexual Behavior.
Int J Environ Res Public Health, 18(10). https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18105302.

Small, J. L. (2019). Constructing sexual harm: Prosecutorial narratives of children,
abuse, and the disruption of heterosexuality. Gender & Society, 33(4), 560-582.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0891243219846598

Small, J. L. (2023). "Jocks Gone Wild": Masculinity, Sexual Bullying, and the Legal
Normalization of Boys' Victimization. Social Problems, 70(1), 22-37.
https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spab030.

Sousa, M., Andrade, J., de Castro-Rodrigues, A., & Goncgalves, R. A. (2023). The
Effectiveness of Psychological Treatment in Adult Male Convicted for Sexual Offenses
Against Children: A Systematic Review. Trauma Violence Abuse, 24(3), 1867-1881.
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380221082080

Sousa, M., Cunha, O., Abrunhosa Goncalves, R., & Rodrigues, A. D. C. (2024). Male
perpetrators of child sexual abuse: A comparison between individuals serving custodial
and non-custodial sentences. Crime and Delinquency. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287231226184

Sousa, M., Gongalves, R. A., & de Castro-Rodrigues, A. (2024). INSIGHT intervention for
individuals who sexually offended against children: preliminary results of a randomized
pilot study. Psychology Crime & Law, 23.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316x.2024.2381115

Sowden, J. N., & Olver, M. E. (2017). Sexual offender treatment readiness, responsivity,
and change: Linkages to treatment completion and recidivism. Journal of Forensic
Nursing, 13(3), 97-108. https://doi.org/10.1097/JFN.0000000000000160

Sowden, J. N., & Olver, M. E. (2017). Use of the Violence Risk Scale-Sexual Offender
Version and the Stable 2007 to assess dynamic sexual violence risk in a sample of
treated sexual offenders. Psychological Assessment, 29(3), 293-303.
https://doi.org/10.1037/pas0000345

St George, S., Denne, E., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2022). “This incident happened when
there were 10 people in the house?” Exploring a framework to categorize defense

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

attorneys’ plausibility questioning in CSA trials. Psychology, Crime & Law. Advance online
publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2104277

St George, S., Sullivan, C. E., Bowman, R., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2025). “Is it hard to
remember?” Attorneys’ questions about children’s memory in child sexual abuse trials.
Psychology, Public Policy, and Law. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000447

St George, S., Garcia-Johnson, A., Denne, E., & Stolzenberg, S. N. (2020). "Did You Ever
Fight Back?" Jurors' Questions to Children Testifying in Criminal Trials About Alleged
Sexual Abuse. Criminal  Justice and  Behavior, 47(8), 1032-1054.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820935960

Steine, I. M., Winje, D., Krystal, J. H., Milde, A. M., Bjorvatn, B., Nordhus, I. H., Gronli, J.,
& Pallesen, S. (2020). Longitudinal Relationships between Perceived Social Support and
Symptom Outcomes: Findings from a sample of Adult Survivors of Childhood Sexual
Abuse. Child Abuse & Neglect, 107, 16.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104566

Stevens, C. D., Tan, L., & Grace, R. C. (2016). Socially desirable responding and
psychometric assessment of dynamic risk in sexual offenders against children.
Psychology, Crime & Law, 22(5), 420-434.
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2015.1120868

Stolzenberg, S. N., & Lyon, T. D. (2017). ‘Where were your clothes?’ Eliciting descriptions
of clothing placement from children alleging sexual abuse in criminal trials and forensic
interviews. Legal and Criminological Psychology, 22(2), 197-212.
https://doi.org/10.1111/lcrp.12094

Stolzenberg, S. N., Morse, S. J., Haverkate, D. L., & Garcia-Johnson, A. M. (2020). The
prevalence of declarative and indirect yes/no questions when children testify in criminal
cases of child sexual abuse in the United States. Applied Cognitive Psychology, 34(1),
194-204. https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3607

Sumalla, J. M., Lago, M., Padro-Solanet, A., & Hernandez-Hidalgo, P. (2017). The judicial
pursuit of the sexual victimization of children: How the criminal justice system processes
cases. International Review of Victimology, 23(2), 123-144.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0269758016680867

Sumampouw, N., Otgaar, H., & de Ruiter, C. (2020). The Relevance of Certain Case
Characteristics in the Successful Prosecution of Child Sexual Abuse Cases in Indonesia.
Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 29(8), 984-1003.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2020.1801930

Sumampouw, N. E., de Ruiter, C., & Otgaar, H. (2022). Potential for police investigator
bias: The impact of child sexual abuse victims’ background characteristics on perceived
statement credibility, case outcome and quality of interview questions. Police Practice &

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2018.1538415
https://doi.org/10.1080/23744006.2018.1472421
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18105302
https://doi.org/10.1177/0891243219846598
https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spab030
https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287231226184
https://doi.org/10.1097/JFN.0000000000000160
https://doi.org/10.1037/pas0000345
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2022.2104277
https://doi.org/10.1037/law0000447
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2015.1120868
https://doi.org/10.1002/acp.3607
https://doi.org/10.1177/0269758016680867

Research: An International Journal, 23(3), 370-387.

https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2021.1952872

Szoke, D. R., & Hazlett-Stevens, H. (2019). Mindfulness and sexual violence. In W. T.
O’Donohue & P. A. Schewe (Eds.), Handbook of sexual assault and sexual assault
prevention (pp. 469-484). Springer Nature Switzerland. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-
3-030-23645-8_28

Szumski, F., Kasparek, K., & Gierowski, J. K. (2016). Polish project of a sex offenders
registry: A mental health professionals’ perspective. Psychiatria Polska, 50(3), 487 -
496. https://doi.org/10.12740/pp/62903

Tarshish, N., & Tener, D. (2020). Exemption committees as an alternative to legal
procedure in cases of sibling sexual abuse: The approaches of Israeli CAC professionals.
Child Abuse & Neglect, 105, Article 104088.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104088

Tener, D., & Silberstein, M. (2019). Therapeutic interventions with child survivors of
sibling sexual abuse: The professionals' perspective. Child Abuse & Neglect, 89, 192-
202. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.01.010

Thomas, S. P., Phillips, K. D., & Blaine, S. K. (2015). Psychotherapy experiences of
perpetrators of child sexual abuse. Archives of Psychiatric Nursing, 29(5), 309-315.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apnu.2015.05.003

Thomas, T. M., George, S., Sarma, U. A., Prabhakar, B., & Menon, J. A. (2022). Predictors
of Resilience Among Survivors of Child Sexual Abuse in Institutional Care in Kerala, India.
Journal of Indian Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health, 18(1), 54-62.
https://doi.org/10.1177/09731342221096497

Thornton, D., Hanson, R. K., Kelley, S. M., & Mundt, J. C. (2021). Estimating Lifetime and
Residual Risk for Individuals Who Remain Sexual Offense Free in the Community:
Practical Applications. Sexual Abuse, 33(1), 3-33.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063219871573

Tidefors, I., Ingevaldson, S., & Goulding, A. (2019). Recidivism in criminal behavior: A 10-
year follow-up study of 45 adolescent boys identified as sex offenders. Nordic
Psychology, 71(2), 93-103. https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2018.1514644

Tolendi, S. (2024). Practices of social rehabilitation of sexually abused children.
European Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 8(3), Article 100432.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.€jtd.2024.100432

Tonmyr, L., Mathews, B., Shields, M. E., Hovdestad, W. E., & Afifi, T. O. (2018). Does
mandatory reporting legislation increase contact with child protection? - A legal doctrinal
review and an analytical examination. BMC Public Health, 18(1), 1021-1021.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-018-5864-0

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Tonmyr, L., & Gonzalez, A. (2015). Correlates of joint child protection and police child
sexual abuse investigations: results from the Canadian Incidence Study of Reported
Child Abuse and Neglect-2008. Health promotion and chronic disease prevention in
Canada: research, policy and practice, 35(8-9), 130.

Trask, E. V., Walsh, K., & DiLillo, D. (2011). Treatment effects for common outcomes of
child sexual abuse: A current meta-analysis. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 16(1), 6-
19. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2010.10.001

Trosh, L. M., Sigvardsson, B. T., Sveinsdottir, T., Gylfason, H. F., & Sigurdsson, J. F.
(2022). Children’s testimonies: What influences prosecutions and convictions in sexual
abuse cases? Nordic Psychology, 74(2), 88-101.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2021.1894222

Tsur, N., & Katz, C. (2022). “And Then Cinderella Was Lying in My Bed”: Dissociation
Displays in Forensic Interviews With Children Following Intrafamilial Child Sexual Abuse.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(17-18), NP15336-NP15358.
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605211016347

Tuschick, E., Carthy, N., Wager, N., & Chamberlain, M. (2024). A qualitative systematic
review of the barriers and facilitators of the reintegration of men convicted of a sexual
offense from prison or secure care into the community. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse,
25(5), 3615-3630. https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380241254080

Tyler, N., Gannon, T. A., & Olver, M. E. (2021). Does treatment for sexual offending work?
Current Psychiatry Reports, 23(8), 51.

Quas, J.A., Mukhopadhyay, S., Winks, K.M.H., Dianiska, R.E. & Lyon, T.D. (2023)
Successful criminal prosecutions of sex trafficking and sexual abuse of minors: A
comparative analysis. Child Maltreatment, 28(3), 10775595231176432. Available
from: https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432

Ueda, M. (2017). Developmental risk factors of juvenile sex offenders by victim age: An
implication for specialized treatment programs. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 37,
122-128. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2017.09.006

Van der Put, C. E. (2015). Female adolescent sexual and nonsexual violent offenders: A
comparison of the prevalence and impact of risk and protective factors for general
recidivism. BMC Psychiatry, 15(1). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-015-0615-6.

van Ham, K., Hoytema van Konijnenburg, E. M., Brilleslijper-Kater, S. N., Schepers, A.,
Daams, J. G., Teeuw, A. H., ... & van der Lee, J. H. (2020). A systematic review of
instruments used to assess nonverbal emotional signs in children during an investigative
interview for suspected sexual abuse. Child abuse review, 29(1), 12-26.

Vaughan-Eden, V., LeBlanc, S. S., & Dzumaga, Y. (2022). Succeeding with nonoffending
caregivers of sexually abused children. In R. Geffner, J. W. White, L. K. Hamberger, A.

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1080/15614263.2021.1952872
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-23645-8_28
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-23645-8_28
https://doi.org/10.12740/pp/62903
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104088
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apnu.2015.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2018.1514644
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ejtd.2024.100432
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2010.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1080/19012276.2021.1894222
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380241254080
https://doi.org/10.1177/10775595231176432
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-015-0615-6

Rosenbaum, V. Vaughan-Eden, & V. I. Vieth (Eds.), Handbook of interpersonal violence
and abuse across the lifespan: A project of the National Partnership (pp. 789-808).
Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_15

Viljoen, J. L., Gray, A. L., Shaffer, C., Latzman, N. E., Scalora, M. J., & Ullman, D. (2017).
Changes in J-SOAP-Il and SAVRY Scores Over the Course of Residential, Cognitive-
Behavioral Treatment for Adolescent Sexual Offending. Sexual Abuse, 29(4), 342-374.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063215595404

von Franqué, F., Bergner-Koether, R., Schmidt, S., Pellowski, J. S., Peters, J. H., Hajak,
G., & Briken, P. (2023). Individuals under voluntary treatment with sexual interest in
minors: what risk do they pose? Front Psychiatry, 14, 1277225.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2023.1277225

Voogt, A., & Klettke, B. (2017). The Effect of Gender on Perceptions of Credibility in Child
Sexual Assault Cases: A Systematic Review. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(2), 195-
212. https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2017.1280576

Voogt, A., Klettke, B., & Mohebbi, M. (2021). The Development and Validation of the
Child Sexual Assault Victim Credibility Scale: An Instrument to Measure Laypersons'
Perceptions of Victim Credibility. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2), Np850-
np870. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517737554.

Walker, A., Kazemian, L., Lussier, P., & Na, C. (2020). The Role of Family Support in the
Explanation of Patterns of Desistance Among Individuals Convicted of a Sexual Offense.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 35(17-18), 3643-3665.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517712273.

Walsh, K., Eggins, E., Hine, L., Mathews, B., Kenny, M. C., Howard, S., Ayling, N.,
Dallaston, E., Pink, E., & Vagenas, D. (2022). Child protection training for professionals
to improve reporting of child abuse and neglect. Cochrane Database of Systematic
Reviews, 2022(7), Article CD011775.
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD011775.pub2

Walton, J. S., & Chou, S. (2015). The Effectiveness of Psychological Treatment for
Reducing Recidivism in Child Molesters: A Systematic Review of Randomized and
Nonrandomized Studies. Trauma Violence  Abuse, 16(4), 401-417.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838014537905

Warner, K., & Bartels, L. (2015). Juvenile sex offending: Its prevalence and the criminal
justice response. University of New South Wales Law Journal, 38(1), 48-75.

Weinsheimer, C. C., Woiwod, D. M., Coburn, P. I., Chong, K., & Connolly, D. A. (2017). The
unusual suspects: Female versus male accused in child sexual abuse cases. Child Abuse
& Neglect, 72, 446-455. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.09.003.

EY.. UnisC

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Weiss, K. J., & Alexander, J. (2022). Sex, lies, and statistics: Inferences from the child
sexual abuse accommodation syndrome. Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry
and the Law, 41, 412-420.

Welle, I., Berclaz, M., Lacasa, M. J., & Niveau, G. (2016). A call to improve the validity of
criterion-based content analysis (CBCA): Results from a field-based study including 60
children’s statements of sexual abuse. Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine, 43,
111-119. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jfilm.2016.08.001

Wertz, M., Schoébel, S., Schiltz, K., & Rettenberger, M. (2023). A comparison of the
predictive accuracy of structured and unstructured risk assessment methods for the
prediction of recidivism in individuals convicted of sexual and violent offense.
Psychological Assessment, 35(2), 152-164. https://doi.org/10.1037/pas0001192

Westera, N. J. (2019). Courtroom questioning of child sexual abuse complainants: Views
of Australian criminal justice professionals. Salus Journal, 7(1), 20-41.

Westera, N. J., Powell, M. B., Goodman-Delahunty, J., & Zajac, R. (2020). Special
measures in child sexual abuse cases: views of Australian criminal justice professionals.
Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 32(2), 224-242,
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2020.1743904

Westera, N. J., Powell, M. B., Zajac, R., & Goodman-Delahunty, J. (2019). Courtroom
questioning of child sexual abuse complainants: Views of Australian criminal justice
professionals. Salus Journal, 7(1), 20-41.

Wherry, J. N., Huey, C. C., & Medford, E. A. (2015). A national survey of child advocacy
center directors regarding knowledge of assessment, treatment referral, and training
needs in physical and sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 24(3), 280-299.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1009606.

Whitehead, J., & Roffee, J. (2016). Child Sexual Abuse in Fiji: Authority, Risk Factors and
Responses. Current Issues in Criminal  Justice, 27(3), 323-334.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2016.12036049.

Woiwod, D. M., & Connolly, D. A. (2017). Continuous child sexual abuse: Balancing
defendants’ rights and victims’ capabilities to particularize individual acts of repeated
abuse. Criminal Justice Review, 42(2), 206-225.

Wood, G. J., Smith, J. A. S., & Gall, J. A. (2023). The optimal timing of forensic evidence
collection following paediatric sexual assault. Journal of Forensic and Legal Medicine,
95. https://doi.org/10.1016/].jflm.2023.102499

Wouters, E., Constanty, L., Urben, S., Amoussou, J. R., & Gasser, J. (2024). Use of
statement validity analysis in minors alleging sexual assault: A systematic review.
Journal of Forensic Sciences, 69(6), 1948-1958. https://doi.org/10.1111/1556-
4029.15604

Page |


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-89999-2_15
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517737554
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260517712273
https://doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD011775.pub2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.09.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jflm.2016.08.001
https://doi.org/10.1037/pas0001192
https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2015.1009606
https://doi.org/10.1080/10345329.2016.12036049

Responding to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse - Final Report

Yoder, J. R., Leibowitz, G. S., & Peterson, L. (2018). Parental and Peer Attachment a Journal of Research and Treatment, 27(5), 479-495.
Characteristics: Differentiating Between Youth Sexual and Non-Sexual Offenders and https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063213520044
Associations With Sexual Offense Profiles. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 33(17), . . . .

§ . ) Zgoba, K. M., & Mitchell, M. M. (2021). The effectiveness of sex offender registration
2643-2663. https://dol.org/10.1177/0886260516628805 and notification: A meta-analysis of 25 years of findings. Journal of Experimental
Zajac, R., Westera, N., & Kaladelfos, A. (2017). A historical comparison of Australian Criminology, 1-26.
lawyers' strategies for cross-examining child sexual abuse complainants. Child Abuse & . . . . .
Neglect, 72, 236-246. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.07.010 Zhang, Y., Segal, A, Pompedda, F., Haginoya, S., & Santtila, P. (2022). Confirmation bias

in simulated CSA interviews: How abuse assumption influences interviewing and
Zeng, G., Chu, C. M., Koh, L. L., & Teoh, J. (2015). Risk and Criminogenic Needs of Youth decision-making processes? Legal and Criminological Psychology, 27(2), 314-328.
Who Sexually Offended in Singapore: An Examination of Two Typologies. Sexual Abuse- https://doi.org/10.1111/lcrp.12213

¥~ UnisC Page |



	Foreword
	Table of Contents
	List of Tables
	List of Figures
	Acknowledgements
	Project Team
	Chief Investigators

	Executive Summary
	1.0 Background
	2.0 Introduction
	2.1 Scope
	2.2 Terminology
	Child
	Child sexual abuse
	Victim-survivor
	First Nations
	Perpetrator


	3.0 Methodology
	3.1 Research design
	3.2 Search strategy
	3.3 Search results
	3.4 Analytic strategy

	4.0 Key Findings
	4.1 Victim-survivor disclosure support
	Finding 1:  Disclosure should be understood as a process because both situational and individual factors can affect victim-survivor disclosures.
	Situational and individual factors
	Disclosure as a process
	Supporting disclosure and trauma-informed investigation processes

	Finding 2:  Investigative processes, including police interviews, should be trauma-informed and responsive to individual victim-survivor needs.
	Significance of police role
	Specialist interview skills
	Police training

	Finding 3:  Effective collaboration between key agencies helps overcome fragmented service delivery, leading to a more coordinated and effective response to allegations.
	Child Advocacy Centres

	Finding 4: Support services for survivors require a systemic and holistic approach addressing structural barriers and incorporating peer and family support
	Supportive relationships
	Specialised and targeted support


	4.2 Perpetrator accountability
	Finding 5: Prosecution processes should not place the burden of perpetrator accountability on victim-survivors
	Legal framework for centring children’s safety
	Reforming Queensland’s adversarial system

	Finding 6: Rehabilitation works most effectively when it is responsive to individual perpetrator needs.
	Treatment
	Females
	Children and young people
	First Nations and Indigenous Peoples

	Restorative justice

	Finding 7: Targeted community reintegration of perpetrators can reduce recidivism despite conflicting with community expectations
	Registration and notification

	Finding 8: Innovative programs targeted towards building community are proven reintegration techniques to promote desistance
	Circles of Support and Accountability
	Support and awareness groups
	Cultural Mentoring Programs
	Chaperone programs



	5.0 Concluding Remarks
	References
	Appendix A – Total studies included in critical review




