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Dear Committee Secretariat 

Queensland 
Government 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission on the Domestic and Family Violence 

Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 (the Bill). 

The Queensland Family and Child Commission (QFCC) is committed to promoting the safety, 

wellbeing and rights of every child in Queensland. Through our statutory role, we aim to 

improve the child protection system and achieve better outcomes for all children and families. 

We work to ensure the voices of children and young people are heard and acted upon, and 

that the systems they interact with are responsive, trauma-informed and culturally safe. 

Domestic and family violence continues to be one of the most significant threats to the safety 

and wellbeing of children in Queensland. It is critical that reforms to the legislative framework 

recognise that children exposed to family violence are not only witnesses to violence but are 

victims in their own right. The trauma that children experience from violence in their homes 

has lasting impacts on their health, development, and future relationships. 

Thank you for your ongoing work to build a safer Queensland for all families. If you have any 

queries in relation to this matter, please don't hesitate to contact me directly on 

or via email at 

Yours sincerely 

Luke Twyford 

Principal Commissioner 

Queensland Family and Child Commission 

zC May 2025 

Level 8, 63 George Street 

Brisbane Qld 4000 

PO Box 15217 

Brisbane City East Qld 4002 

Telephone 07 3900 6000 

Facsimile 07 3900 6050 

Website gfcc.gld.gov.au 

ABN: 91 102 013 458 
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Background 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission on the Domestic and Family Violence Protection and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2025 (the Bill). 

The Queensland Family and Child Commission (QFCC) is committed to promoting the safety, wellbeing and rights 
of every child in Queensland. We work to ensure the voices of children and young people are heard and acted 
upon, and that the systems they interact with are responsive, trauma-informed and culturally safe. Through our 
statutory role, we aim to improve the child protection system and achieve better outcomes for all children and 
families. 

Domestic and family violence (DFV) continues to be one of the most significant threats to the safety and 
wellbeing of children in Queensland. It is critical that reforms to the DFV legislative framework recognise that 
children exposed to family violence are not only witnesses to violence but are victims in their own right. The 
trauma that children experience from violence in their homes can have deep and lasting impacts on their mental 
health, development, and future relationships. The QFCC welcomes many of the Bill’s aims, including improving 
protections for victim-survivors and enhancing justice system processes. I hold concern however that some 
proposed measures could have unintended consequences for children, particularly those already navigating 
complex child protection or family law systems. 

The QFCC is committed to system improvement for children, young people, and families. In our submission to the 
Domestic and Family Violence Perpetrator Strategy, we outlined the importance of self-determination, dignity, 
healing and cultural respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families experiencing domestic 
and family violence. 1 These principles must underpin every stage of DFV reform to avoid system harm. 

1 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023). Domestic and Family Violence Perpetrator Strategy. 
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/QFCC%20Submission%20-
%20Domestic%20and%20Family%20Violence%20Perpetrator%20Strategy.pdf 

“… the consequences of domestic violence manifest in more than 
shocking news headlines and police reports. It dismantles our families 
and disrupts our communities. It is the leading cause of homelessness 
for women, and impacts on our housing, welfare and health systems. 
It impacts our children’s education. It affects our economy and causes 

loss of long-term productivity. It affects all of us.” 
– Amplify Blog, QFCC 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/QFCC%20Submission%20
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(2022–2024) call for greater cross-agency information sharing, improved training, and reforms that keep 
perpetrators visible in the system.9 These lessons must inform the implementation of this Bill, including the need 
for rigorous monitoring and evaluation. 

The QFCC acknowledges the Queensland Government’s recent response to Child Death Review Board 
recommendations, including the review of Queensland Police Service operational guidelines and the continued 
rollout of victim-centric practices. We note that Recommendation 4 of the 2021–22 Annual Report calls for 
explicit recognition of children as victims of DFV in their own right, and for culturally appropriate responses to 
children displaying trauma-based behaviours.10 

9 Child Death Review Board (2024). Annual report 2023-24. https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-
02/Child%20Death%20Review%20Board%20Annual%20Report%202023-24.pdf 
10 Child Death Review Board (2022). Annual report 2021-22. https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-
08/Child%20Death%20Review%20Board%20Annual%20Report%202021-2022.pdf 

“The time for complacency is over, it is imperative that we take 
immediate action to ensure the safety of the next generation. 

Because a world where children are empowered with the knowledge 
of respectful and healthy relationships is achievable. ” 

– QFCC Youth Summit Speaker, age 16 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		3213184267.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 1





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Failed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


