Government Response to the Child Death Review Board 2023-24
Annual Report

Background

The Child Death Review Board (the Board) was established on 1 July 2020 under the Family and Child
Commission Act 2014 (QId) (the Act), as an independent model for reviewing the deaths of children
connected to the child protection system.

Pursuant to section 29A of the Act, the Board’s purpose is to identify opportunities for continuous
improvement in systems, legislation, and practices, as well as to identify preventative mechanisms to help
children and prevent deaths that may be avoidable.

To achieve its purpose, the Board carries out systems reviews; analyses data, and applies research to
identify patterns, trends and risk factors in relation to the child protection system following relevant child
deaths. In addition, the Board makes recommendations about any legislative change and improvements to
systems, policies and practices, which are annually reported on via an Annual Report submitted to the
responsible Minister (the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Integrity (the Attorney-
General)).

The Annual Report is also a mechanism with which the Board carries out its function of monitoring and
reporting on the implementation of its previous recommendations.

2023-24 Annual Report

The Attorney-General tabled the Board’s Annual Report 2023-24 in the Legislative Assembly on 10
February 2025. In this report, the Board reviewed 70 cases relating to the deaths of children and young
people who were connected to the child protection system.

The Board made nine recommendations (outlined in the table below) regarding a broad range of matters
across government agencies to: prioritise the continuity of care for children with complex needs; further
embed responses to strengthen child safety practice in response to parental substance and
methamphetamine use; improve cross-government commitment to all children in care; support
conversations about healthy relationships and sexual health and wellbeing; increase access to mental
health supports for children in care; improve risk assessments for children with disability and chronic medical
conditions; coordinate health service delivery for sibling groups; maintain action on reducing family and
domestic violence; and enhance awareness of, and improve responses to the additional vulnerabilities of
young and non-verbal children.

Government’s response

The Queensland Government acknowledges and expresses profound sympathy for the children who have
died, and their families and loved ones.

We acknowledge the Board, and its Secretariat and its important systemic focus to help prevent deaths that
may be avoidable.

The Queensland Government is committed to reforms that improve outcomes for vulnerable Queensland
children and keep the community safe including the Safer Children, Safer Communities plan to reform the
residential care system. The Government Response reflects this renewed focus on reforming Queensland’s
child protection system.

While there is no statutory requirement to do so, for transparency and accountability, the Queensland
Government will publish this response to keep the community informed about how we will respond to the
Board’s recommendations.

Queensland

Government
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