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8Sudden Unexpected Deaths
in Infancy (SUDI)

Bar graph showing SUDI by year, 2004 to 2022

Bar graph showing SUDI cause of death category, 5-year summary 2017–22

Bar graph showing Rate of SUDI by selected demographics, 5-year summary 2017–22

SUDI key points, 5-year summary 2017–22:

SUDI: Infants who die suddenly, usually during sleep, with no immediately obvious cause 
44 SUDIs in 2021–22: Highest total in 8-years 
SIDS and undetermined cause: Remains unexplained after investigation Leading cause of death 
for infants 1–11 months 
Unsafe sleep factors present for many SUDIs

2004 to 2022

5-year summary (2017–22)  |  Cause of death category

Demographics Key points

SUDI
Infants who die suddenly,  

usually during sleep,  
with no immediately obvious cause

44 SUDIs in 2021–22
Highest total in 8-years

SIDS and undetermined cause
Remains unexplained 

after investigation

Leading cause of death 
for infants 1–11 months

Unsafe sleep factors 
present for many SUDIs
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Proportion of SUDI

Cause of death pending

Undetermined

SIDS

Fatal assault

Sleep accident

Unrecognised infant illness 12%

3%

1%

41%

23%

21%

Rate per 1,000 infants

Sudden unexpected deaths
in infancy

0.6

Male

Female 0.6

0.6

Known to Child Safety† 2.3

Q5 (least disadvantaged)

Q1 (most disadvantaged)

0.2

1.2

Major cities

Inner regional

Outer regional

Remote and very remote 0.4

0.5

0.8

0.7

8–11 months*

4–7 months*

0–3 months* 0.4

0.1

0.0

Non-Indigenous

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander

0.4

1.5

Notes: Counting is by date of death registration. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.
* rate per 1,000 births.
† in the 12 months prior to death.




