
Deaths of children and young people Queensland 2021–22

4 Drowning

Bar graph showing Drowning deaths by year, 2004 to 2022

Bar graph showing Drowning water hazard type, 5-year summary 2017–22

Bar graph showing Rate of drowning deaths by selected demographics, 5-year summary 2017–22

Drowning risk factors, 5-year summary 2017–22:

12 children on average drowned each year over the last 5 years

Under 5s are at greatest risk

Drowning is the leading cause of death in children 1–4 years

For 1–4 years: 
55% were in private pools 
21% were in rural water hazards

For Under 1s: 
All 5 were unsupervised while bathing

2004 to 2022

5-year summary (2017–22)  |  Water hazard type

Demographics Risk factors

12 children on average
drowned each year  
over the last 5 years

Under 5s are at greatest risk

Drowning is the  
leading cause of death 
in children 1–4 years

1–4 years

55%
were in
private pools

21%
were in
rural water hazards

Under 1s

All 5 were unsupervised
while bathing
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Proportion of drowning

Static waterway

Rural water hazard

Object containing water

Dynamic waterway

Beach or ocean

Public pool

Private pool

Bath

38%

7%

7%

12%

5%

12%

3%

16%

Rate per 100,000

Drowning 1.0

Male

Female 0.7

1.2

15–17 years

10–14 years

5–9 years

1–4 years

Under 1 year 1.6

2.6

0.6

*
0.7

Non-Indigenous

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 2.7

0.8

Major cities

Inner regional

Outer regional

Remote and very remote 2.5

1.8

1.4

0.5

Q5 (least disadvantaged)

Q1 (most disadvantaged) 1.6

0.3

Known to Child Safety† 4.6

Notes: Counting is by date of death registration. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
* rate not calculated for numbers between 1–3. 
† in the 12 months prior to death.




